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M INUT ES

OF TH E
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OF TH E

T USCO LA C OUNTY P ARKS

AND

R ECREAT IO N C OMMI SSIO N

Tuesday, February 4, 2020 – 2:30 p.m.
Commissioners’ Board Room of the H.H. Purdy Building
125 W Lincoln Street, Caro MI

Roll call: Nancy Barrios, Terri Eden, Steve Erickson, Cynthia Kapa (Planning Commission), Bob
Mantey (Drain Commissioner), Julie Matuszak (Designated Road Commissioner), Robert McKay
(Chairman), Jerry Peterson (Vice Chairman), Kim Vaughan, (Tuscola County Board of Commissioners).
Excused Absence: Bob Mantey, Kim Vaughan
Call to order: With quorum present consisting of Nancy Barrios, Terri Lynn Eden, Steve Erickson, Julie
Matuszak, Robert McKay, and Jerry Peterson, the February 4th Regular Meeting of the Tuscola County
Parks and Recreation Commission was called to order at 2:38 pm by Chairman McKay following recitation
of the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.
Others present: Jim McCloskey of the Tuscola County Economic Development Corporation.
Approval of agenda: Approval of revised agenda moved by Erickson, supported by Peterson, and passed
unanimously.
Approval of minutes: Approval of Minutes of January 7, 2020, meeting moved by Eden, supported by
Barrios, and passed unanimously.
Public comments: Jim McCloskey of the Tuscola County Economic Development Corporation informed
the Tuscola County Parks and Recreation Commission that an upcoming edition of the Tuscola County
Advertiser would feature inter alia the Commission as well as the Economic Development Corporation.
McCloskey then took photos for inclusion in the feature.
Review of correspondence(s) received, and/or relevant actions by the Tuscola County Board of
Commissioners:

Extracts of Tuscola County Board of Commissioners meeting minutes as follow:
2020-01-16 Old Business:
2020 Mileage Rate: 19-M-191 Motion by Grimshaw, seconded by Jensen that per the
correspondence from the Internal Revenue Service that effective January 1, 2020, the standard
county mileage rate be decreased from $0.58 per mile to $0.575. Motion Carried.
Media coverage & other items related to parks and recreation:
Michigan Department of Natural Resources, January 13, 2020 ““DNR Approves Nearly $2 Million in
Recreation Grant for Local Park and Trail Improvement, Development”, contact Christie Bayus.
New Business:
1) Motion of support for the Tuscola County Economic Development Corporation’s purchase and
restoration of the Caro Dam from Harold Fox and as well as purchase or easement acquisition of
adjacent property to facilitate dam access, use, and servicing made by Erickson, supported by Eden, and
passed unanimously, to wit:
Whereas the Cass River corridor, including the Caro Dam, is traditionally recognized for
recreational value and as an economic asset for the communities through which it meanders;
and
Whereas the Cass River also helps to improve the overall appeal of the community to visitors
and to increase tourism and improve the quality of life for residents; and
Whereas it is vital to proceed with the purchase of the Caro Dam by the Tuscola County
Economic Development Corporation and the restoration of Caro Lake will create jobs and
enhance property values, thus triggering investment and opportunity for projects already
being considered for the redevelopment of Caro Lake to support agricultural, commercial,
and community development; and
Whereas the City of Caro owns and maintains the Chippewa Landing Park which has been
dramatically compromised owing to the failure of the Caro Dam; and
Whereas the quality of life has been diminished since the gate failure of the dam, this project
of restoring the Caro Dam will improve the ability to attract more recreational opportunity
for residents and their families seeking recreational options in Tuscola County; and
Whereas the Village of Cass City has the largest municipal park in Tuscola County and
publicly owned swimming pool, this dam renovation project is essential for Cass City’s
continued growth by supporting Cass City recreational opportunities with the village’s
walkway that accesses the Cass River interwoven into the community and Cass City’s quality
of life; and
Whereas in order to restore recreational opportunities on the water, the Caro Dam holds a
vital linkage to reconnect the Caro Lake, the Cass River, the Chippewa Landing Park, and
the Caro walking Trail to the Caro community; and

Whereas in order to appreciate the large investments to date that have been made by both
the local and state levels of government and private non-profit organizations, as well as
future investments with the Opportunity Zone designation for Caro, Indianfields Township,
and Almer Township, it is essential that the Cass River recreational corridor be restored;
Therefore be it resolved to protect the hundreds of thousands of dollars in investment and the
financial sacrifice already given, the Tuscola County Parks and Recreation Commission
fully supports the purchase of the Caro Dam by the Tuscola County Economic Development
Corporation to revitalize the dam with adjacent land as required for access to encourage
positive economic and recreational impact on the Cass River and Caro Lake corridor in a
timely fashion.
2) Motion by Eden, supported by Peterson, and passed unanimously, that with land survey now in hand,
the Tuscola County board of Commissioners is encouraged to proceed as expeditiously as possible with
respect to the acquisition of land from Michigan Land Bank Fast Track Authority, as described by D&M
Site Inc. survey job number 2019.484, for recreational purposes. (See Certificates of Survey attached to
minutes).
3) Motion by Peterson, supported by Erickson, and passed unanimously, recommending to Tuscola
County Board of Commissioners that “no smoking on county property” ordinances and/or policies be
eliminated or revised so as to not apply to open areas, parking lots, and camp sites at Vanderbilt County
Park and Campground.
Announcement of next scheduled meeting: The next scheduled meeting of the Tuscola County Parks and
Recreation Commission is the February 2020 monthly meeting to take place on Tuesday, March 3, at 2:30
pm in the Commissioners’ Board Room of the H.H. Purdy Building located at 125 W Lincoln Street in
Caro, MI.
Adjournment: Moved by Peterson supported by Barrios, and voted unanimously to adjourn at 4:12 pm.

Mention: As per the By-laws of the Tuscola County Parks and Recreation Commission, the election of
Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Tuscola County Parks and Recreation Commission takes place
annually at the 3rd Quarter Regular Summer Meeting of the commission which is customarily held at
Vanderbilt County Park and Campground. The terms of office for both Chairman and Vice Chairman
shall begin with the 4th Quarter Regular Fall Meeting at which the following calendar year’s Meeting
Schedule is to be established by the Tuscola County Parks and Recreation Commission.
Tuscola County Parks & Recreation Commission Mission Statement
The mission of the Tuscola County Parks & Recreation Commission is to advise the Tuscola County Board of Commissioners on
matters of policy and practice pertaining to the encouragement, establishment, and provision of recreational opportunities for residents
of, and visitors to, Tuscola County.

