
Agenda 

Tuscola County Board of Comm.issioners 


Committee of the Whole Monday, January 27, 2020 - 8:00 A.M. 

HH Purdy Building -125 W. Lincoln, Caro, MI 


FinancefTechnology 
Committee Leaders-Commissioners Young and Jensen 

Primary 	FinancelTechnology 

1. 	Animal Control Ordinance Review (See A) 

-Local Government Input (See B) 


2. RFP Lobbyist (See C) 
3. United States Census Bureau Boundary Validation Program (See 0) 
4. Wind Tax Review (See E) 

On-Going and Other Finance 

Finance 

1. Preparation of Updated Multi-Year Financial Plan 
2. Continue Review of Road Commission Legacy Costs 

Technology 

1. Increasing On-line Services/Updating Web Page 
2. Implementation of New Computer Aided Dispatch System 

Personnel 
Com mittee Leader-Commissioners Vaughan and Bardwell 

Primary 	Personnel 

On-Going and Other Personnel 

1. Strengthen and Streamline Year-End Open Enrollment 
2. Magistrate Pay Review 
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(b<.. Building and Grounds 
Committee Leaders-Commissioners Jensen and Grimshaw 

Primary Building and Grounds 

1. Land Survey - Next Steps 

On-Going and Other Building and Grounds 

1. County Jail Study 
2. Recycling Relocation Update 
3. County Physical and Electronic Record Storage Needs - Potential Use of Recycling Pole Building 
4. Review of Alternative Solutions Concerning the Caro Dam 

Other Business as Necessary 
1. SB 46 - Update (See F) 
2. Boy Scout Road Closure - Update 

On-Going Other Business 
1. Board Rules of Order - Possible revisions within 6 months (1-13-20) 
2. AZBA Board Appointments (Only appointed through January 31 st 2020) 
3. Policy Updates 

Public Comment Period 
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Adopted ___, 2020 

Tuscola County Animal Control Ordinance 

An ordinance, providing fOf general animal contro l within Tusco la County, prescri bin g !.he licens ing Md regulation 
of animals and kennels , sening sTandards and conditions for animal care, prohibi ting animal crue lty, establishing 
powers and dul ies o f Animal Contro l OlTicers, prescribing the County Treasurer 's duties wiTn regard to anim al control, 
prov iding fOf Ine im poundme nT, adoplion, redemption and humane destruction o f animals, providing sp«ial conlrol$ 
for keeping vicious and exoti c animals, authorizing an annual dog cens us to be tak en, establi shing penalties fo r 
violat ions, ded aring cenain offenses as municipal ci vil infi-actions, establishing a municipal o rdinance violatio ns 
bureau and repeali ng othe r inconsislem o rdinanccs. 

TABLE or CONTENTS 
SECTION J. PREAMBLE 
SECTI ON 2. DEFINITIONS 
SECT ION 3. LICENSING AN D REGULATION 
SECTION 4. TREASU RER RECORD AN D DUTJ ES 
SECTION 5. CHIEF AN·IMAL CONTROL OFFICER, DUTIES, AUTHORITY, AND 

RESPONS IBILITIES 
SECTI ON 6. AN IMAL CA RE 
SECT ION 7. DEAD AN IMALS 
SECTION 8. QUA R.ANTrNE Or ANIMALS AFTER BITING 
SECTION 9. IMPOUN DM ENT, REDEEMING AND ADOPTING ANIM ALS 
SECTION 10. KENN ELS 
SECTION II. VI CIOUS ANrMALS 
SECTION 12. PENALTI ES AND ENFORCEMENT 
SECTION 13 . MUNI CIPAL ORDINANCE VIOLATIONS BUREAU 
SECTION 14. MI SCELLANEOUS 
SECTION 15. REP EAL AND SAVINGS CLAUSE 
SECTION 16. ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE 

SECTION l. PREAMBLE. 

1. 1. PUrpose. Findin~s and Policy. The County of Tuscola deeming it advisable in !.he interest o f 
protecting the public health and safety and welfare and 10 regulate and control the conduct, keeping nnd care o f dogs 
and certa in o ther animal s, livestock and poullT)' , and provide for the orderly and unifonn administration o f the dog 
licens ing provis ions o f the Slate o f Michigan and in particular Act 339 of the Publi c Acts of 19 19 as amended, does 
hereby adoPI the fo llowing revised animal control ordinance which is lO be enfo rced by Tuscola Counry Animal 
Contro l, under the di reclion o f the Chief Animal Control Officer. 

1.2. This O rdinnnce s ha ll be known as the Tusco la County }\ nimal Contro l Ordinance. 

SECTION 2. DEFINITIONS. 

2. 1. "Ahand()lImell(~ means leaving an animal unal1ended for more than 2<1 hOUTS, releasin g the animal 
upon pub lic hig hways or public o r pri vate lands, or failure to provide propcr or adequate food, wate r, exercise, 
shelter or med ical carc. 

2.2 . •Allimar means a mammal, bird, fish. reptile, ferret, snake, tunle, horse, mollUSk, c ru stacean, or 
any other venebrate olher than a human being . 

2.3. "Animat Control Officer" means any person employed by th e County fo r the purpo se of en forcing 
thi s Ordina.nce or sUite stllTUteS perta ining to animals, and all persons and deputies employed by the County to act in 
the same or a similar manner. 

IS t S02651 .DOCX.4 1 



2.4. "AI/ill/ol ComroJ Sh ~Jter" means n facility designated or recognized by Tuscola Count)' or State 
of Michigan for the purpose of impounding andlor caring for animals, including a contract service provider. such as 
a local animal protection sheller, which may include a humane so ciety. 

2.5. "AI Lorge" means, except when hunting, an animal which is not on the premises o f the owner and 
not under the control ofa person either by leash, cord, chain, or otherwise. 

e· 2.6. "Bureau" means the County Municipal Ordinance Violalions Bureau, as established b y this 
chapter. 

2.7. "Chie!Anill/ol COlllrol Offieu " means the person employed by the CounlY for the purpose of 
enforcing this ordinance or state statutes pertaining to anim als who is responsible for Ihe superv is ion o f Tuscola 
County Anima! Control and maintaining illl required records. 

2.8. 	 "County" means the Counry of Tuscola of the State of Mic higan. 

2.9. "Dal/gerous AI/imal" means any animnl , which bites or (lttacks a person or an :mimal but docs 
not include the following : 

(a) 	 An animal that bites or attacks a person or animal that is trespassing. on the property of the 
animal's owner; or 

(b) 	 An animal that bites or att.acks a person or animal as a result of being provoked, tormented, 
tonured , or receiving cruel treatment by that person or animal ; or 

(c) 	 An animal that is rcsponding in a manner that an ordinary and reasonable person would conclude 
was designed to protect a person if that person is engaged in lawfulactiviry or is the subject of all 
assault or banery , or to protct:t ltsci f or another animal; or 

(d) 	 Livestock. 

1.10. 	 "Dog" means any member of the species "Canis Familiaries." 

2.11. "Domesticuled Companion Animal" means an animal that has traditi onally, through a long 
association with humans, lived in a state of dependence upon human s or has been traditionaJl}· kept as a household 
pet, including but not limited to: dogs, cats, hamsters, gerbils, ferret s, mice, rabbi ts, pllrakeetS, P(UTOlS, cockatiels, 
cockatoos, canaries, love birds, fi nches and tropical fi sh. 

2.12. "Hunt/llg" means allowing a dog to range freely within the s ight or so und of its owner while in 
the course of pursuing legal game. 

2.13. "Kennel" means any establishment, except a pet shop, Il nim <l l protect ion shelter, or liccnsed 
pound , where IInimals are kept for sale, boarding, breeding, training, or sporting purposes for remuneration. 

2.14 "Livestock" means anim als used for humlUl food and fi ber or an im als used for sen ' ice to human 
beings. Livestock includL'S, but is not limited to , callie, swine, sheep, llamas, goalS, bison, equine, poultry. and 
rabbits. Livestock, does not include animal s thllt arc humsn companions. such as dogs and cats. 

2.15. ~MllniclpaJ civil infracuon ciIllUOI/" or "citatiOIl" means a written complaint o r notice prepared 
by an authorized Counly official. directi ng a person to appear in coun regard ing the occurrence or existence ora 
muniCipal ci vil infract ion violation by the person cited . 

2. 16. " l\1ll1ficipal ordinal/ce violatio/t notice" or "notice" meaJ'lS a wri tten notice, other than a citation, 
prepared by an authorized County omcial, directing a perSon (0 appear at the County Municipal Ordinance 
Violations Bureau and to pay the fine and CO$lS, ifan y, prescribed for ,ke violation by the schedule o f civil fines 
adopted by the County. as authori zed under Section 8396 and 8707(6) or ,he Revised Judicature ACI of 196 1, as 
amended. 

2.17. "Neglect" means railure to comply with the minimum requirements for ani mal tafe set ronh in 
Ihis Ordinance. 
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2.18. "Owller" means any adult person who owns or resides o n th e property where the animal lives. 
every person having:1 rig ht of pro pert)' in the Iln imal. an authorized agent of the person having a right. every person 
who has an apparent authorit), to have a righl of property in the an ima l and every person who keeps or harbors the 
3nimal or has il in hi s care, custody or co nlrol. 

2.29. .. Pers()n" means any adult individual, corporation, society, co-parrnetShip, lim ited partnership, 
limited liability company. ;Issoc:iat ion, or any other entity. 

2.20. "Provoke" means 10 perform an act or omiss ion thaI an ordinary and reasonab le person would 
conclude is likely to preCipitate a bite or attack by an animal. 

2.21 . " Rubies Suspecl A nimur' me.:ms any an imal which shows symptoms suggestive of rabies. 

2.22. "SIIe/fer " means adeq uate prOlection rrom the elentents and weather condit ions suitable for the 
age, species, and physical condilion of lhe anim al so as to maimain the animal in a st8le or good health. Shelter, ror 
Livestock, includes structu res or natural features such as trees or topography. Shelter, for a dog. includes 1 or more 
of the following: 

(,) The residence of the dog's owner or other individual. 
(b) A doghouse tha! is an enclosed Slructure with a roof and of appropriate dimensions for the breed 

and s ize o f the dog. Tke doghouse shaU have dry bedd ing when the outdoortemperuture is or is 
predicted 10 drop below rreezi ng. 

(e) A StruCture, includ ing a garage, bam, or shed, that is sufficientl y insulated and vemilated to pro/eci 
the dog rrom exposure to extreme lemperarures or, ifnOI sufficie mly insu lated and ventilaled, 
conl3ins 3 doghouse as provided under subparagraph (b) that is accessible to the dog. 

.. Vicious A nimar' 
Means any animal that has: 
(i) been declared Il "Dangerous Animal" under this ordinance or under, MCL 287321; 
(ii) a propensity. tendency, or disposition 10 al1ack, cause injury, or otherwise endanger the 

safety of persons or Domesticated Companion Animals; or 
( ii i) behaved in such a manner that the owner knows or should have known that the animal 

had tendencies 10 bile or attack persons or Olher Domestic Companion Animals. 
(b) A Vicious Animal does 1101 include the following: 

0) an ani mal lhat bites or attacks a person or at1imallhat is trespassi ng on Ihe property of the 
anim al's owner, or 

(1 i) an animal that bites or attacks a person or anim al as a result of being provoked, 
lormented, tortured, or crue l treatment by that person or ani mal; or 

(iii) an an imal that is responding in a manner Ihlll an ordinary and reasonable perso n would 
conclude was designed to protect a person iflha! person is engaged in lawfu l activity or is 
the subject ofan assault or banery, or 10 prOiect itscl r or anolher animal; o r 

( iv) Liveslock. 

SECTION 3. LJCENSI NG AND RECU LATfON 

3.1. Liceose ftcquirement s. It shall be unlawful for any person: 
(, ) To own any dog fou r(4) months old or older, unless the dog is licensed; 
(b) To own any dog four (4) months old or o lder thai does nOI at a ll t imes wear a co ll ar with an 

identify ing tag approved by the Director o f the Michigan Department o f Agriculture attoched as 
provided, except when engaged in lawrul hunting accompanied by its own er; or 

(e) To remove any collar and license tag from a dog, excepllhe owner. 

3.2. License Application . On or before the laSl day of lhe month of a dog's current r.abies vaccine each 
year, or on or before the last day of the month of a. dog's current rabies vaccine every third year, or at the expiration of 
any current license, Ihe owner of a dog 4 months old or older shal[ IIpply to the Chief Animal Control Officer or 
Treasurer in writing for a license for each dog owned or kept by the owner. The application ror a license shall be 
accompanied by proofofvaccination of the dog for rabies by a valid certi ficste of vaccination ror rabies, with a vaccine 
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licensed by the United Stales Oepanment of Agriculture, signed by !In accredited veterinarian. The owner of a dog that 
attains the age o f four (4) months shall have (30) days to obtain a license. The application for a license shall contain 
the breed, sex, age, color, markings, and the address of the previous owner o f the dog. 

3.3. 	 license Fecs. For alt dogs that are (4) months of age o f or older the license fee shall be as 
follows" 

License Type Ou e Year License T bree year Licen~e 

Sexed Animal $25 $70 
Sexed Animal- SeniorNel Dis<;o unt $20 $65 
SpayedINeutered Animal $20 $50 
SpQyedINeutered Puppy $20 $50 
(Wilh in 30 days after the dog becomes 
4 months old) 

Kennel License (Fewer than 10 Dogs) $45 N/A 
Kennel License (More than 10 dogs) $45 per 10 dogs N/A 

3.4. Additional License Fees a nd ReI. tflllssues. 

(a) 	 License applications which are delinquent are assessed a lale fee ofS70.00 in add ilion 10 the 
applicable license fee. 

(b) 	 Fees for service dogs or dogs il} serv ice training are wlI.ived . 
(el 	 For any dog that has been adjudicated a Dangerous Anim al pursuant to Act 426 of the Public Acts 

of 1988, as amended (MCL 287.321), the applicable license fees SCheduled above shall be 
increased by $25.00. 

(d) 	 Current licenses issued by other Michigan counties and by other governmental agencies shall be 
honored until the expir:l1io n oflhe licensc. 

(e) 	 The license fees may be amended by MOlion or Resolution of the Board of Commissioners. 

3.5. Transfer of License. No license o r license tag issued for one dog sha ll be transfcrable to another 
dog. Whenever the ownership or possession o f any dog is pennanently transferred from one person to another 
within the same counly, the liccnse of lhe dog may be like wise transferred by the last regis tered owner upon prolX'r 
notice in writing to lJie T reasurer who shall not~ the transfer upon their records. This Ordinance docs not require the 
purchase ofa new license where the possession of the dog is temporarily transferred for the purpose of boarding, 
hunting game, breeding, trial or show. 

3.6. Loss of License Tag. Irany license tag is lost, it shall be replaced wilhou! cost by the Treasurer 
upon applicalion by the owner and upon production ofa license receipt and a sworn SUi tem eni of the [acls regarding 
the loss of the t~g. 

3.7. License ReVOCAtion. The Chi ef Animal Control Officer may revoke any dog or kennel license if 
the owner refuses or fail s LO comply wilh this Ordinance, or any laws or regulations governing the protcclion of 
anima ls. 

SECTlO N 4. TREASURER'S RECORDS AND DUTI~S; EVrDENCE. 

4. L Record of Licenscs. The Treasurer shall keep a record o f all dog licenses and all kennel licenses 
issued during Ihe year in each city and township in Tuscola County. Such records shall contain the name aud address 
of the person 10 whom each license is issued. In the case of all individual licenses, the record shall also stale the 
breed, sex, age, color and markings or lhe dog; and in the case ofa kennelliceose. it shall state the place where the 
business is conducted. The record shall be a public record and open 10 inspection during business hours. The 
Treasurer shall keep a record ofaillicensc fees collected. 

4.2. Comparison Of Record s. On July I Jt of each year Ihe Treasurer shall make a comparison of the 
records of Ihe dogs aClually licensed in Tusco la County with the report of the A nim al Control Officer to determ ine 
and locate all unlicensed dogs as required by state law. 
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4.3. Prima Facie [Yide nce of Ownership. 1n alt prosecu tions for vio lat ion of this Ordinance, the 
records oflhe Treasurer's Office, or In.: lack of such records, showing the name oflhe owner and the license num ber 
to which an y license has been issued , and [h e license tag affixed to the coll ar or hamess of the dog showing a 
corresponding number shall be prima facie ev idence of ownershi p. 

4.4 . Annual Dog Census. 1\ shall be the duty of the Chief Animal Control Officer and his/her 
designees 10 annually make a census of the number of dogs owned by persons in Tuscola County. During Ihi s 
cen sus, a person who o wns or harbors a dog shall produce proofof a valid license upon request of any person who is 
authoriu d 10 enforce this Ordinance. 

4.5. Dtlegafion of DulitS . The dut ies and obligations imposed by this Ordinance upon the respecti ve 
designated offi cials may be delegated when permilled by law 10 some other person or persons with like folU and 
effec!. 

SECTION S. 	 CHIEF ANIMAL CONT ROL OFFICER DUTIES , AUTHORITY AND 

RESPONSIBILITIES. 


5.1. Requirements. A Chief Animal Control Officer shall be hi red by the County and shall serve as 
the head o f Tusco la County Animal Control; provided, however, that the Chief Animal Control Officer and all 
Animal Comrol Officers shall have nnd meet the minimum requirements contained in MCLA 287 .289b; MSA 
12.540(2). 

5.2. Dulies aud Authority. The Chief Animal ConlrOl Officer lind hislher designees stull have the 
foll owing dut ies and authority: 

(a) 	 The Chief Animal Control Officer is authorized to investigate any com plaints of violations of this 
Ordinance or state laws reg arding animals. 

(b) The Chief Animal Control Officer may promptly seize, take up and place in the anim al sheller, or 
contracted services provider, including a state licensed humane society,. dogs, li vestock, or poultry 
being kept or harbored or found running at large any place within Tuscola County co ntrary to the 
provisions of this Ordi nance or the statutes of the S[ale. 

(c) 	 The Chief Animal Control Of)jcer and hislher designee s shall have the legal authority and duty to 
issue appearance tickets, c itations or summo~s 10 those persons acting co ntrory to the provisions 
o f this Ordinance or slate laws relating to animals. 

(d ) 	 The Chief Animal Control Officer or aduly recogn i~ service provider under contract with 
Tuscola County may, undcr Ihe guidelines fo r holding periods and notification set fonh in Slate 
statutes, dispose o f impo unded animals which are not claim ed by the legal owner, by one of the 
following methods: 
(i) adoption by an ind ividual person who meets adoption criteria for the anim al; or 
(Ii) humane euthanasia under MCL 287.279(a); or 
(iii) 	 release to a duly recognized service provider 10 Tusco la County, such as a li censed 

humane society or an imal protection shelter. 
~; The stale guidelines for holding periods do not apply to animals thaI are sick or injured 10 [he ex tenl tilatthe 
holding period would cause the an imal to su ffer. This section also does not apply 10 any animolthat is voluntari ly 
signed oyer to the Animal Comrol Shelter by ilS owner. In both ofthesc cases no minimum ho ld ing period is 
required befo re disposing o f tile an imal. 

(e) 	 The Chief Animal Corotrol Officer shall mainlain a record o f when the animal was acquired, under 
what circumstances, copies of any required notices and the disposition of the animal. Regulations 
regarding the adoption of animals and boarding and other charges shall be posted in a co nsp icuous 
place at the animal control shelter. 

(0 	 The Chief Anim al Control Offi cer shall dispose ofthc: bodies of all animals destroyed at the 
animal control shelter or elsewhere in Tuscola Count y in a manner approved by the State of 
Michigan. 

(g) 	 Thc Chief Animal Control Officer shall promptly invest igate all Dome~ticated Companion Animal 
bile cases involving human inj ury and shall search out and IIltempt to discover the an imal involved. 
If the Chief Animal Control Officer finds Ihe animal responsible for the bite, he or she shall 
qU3Fanline the animal for examinatioll for disease in accordance with the applicable: provisions of 
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this Ordinance and the statutes of the State. The Chief Animal Control Officer shall also seize and 
impound any rabies-suspected animal and cause the Animal to be quarantined for examination. 

(h) 	 The Chief Animal Comrol Officer shall make efforts to locate and detennine the number of all 
unlicensed dogs in Tuscola Coumy. 

(i) 	 The Chief Animal Control Officer shall have the duty 10 inspect any kennel, a license for which 
has been issued by Tuscola County or its authorized agents pursuanllO this Ordinance and the 
statutes of the State, and shall have the duty to suspend the license if conditions exist which are 
unhealthy or inhumane to the animals kept in the kennel, pending correction of such conditions; 
and further shall have the duty to revoke the license ifsuch conditions are not corrected within a 
reasonable period of time. 

G) 	 The Chief Animal Control Officer shall have the duty to investigate complainlS of animals alleged 
to be treated cruelly or kept in violation of this ordinance, and may seek a court order to seize, take 
up and impound any animal that has bcen subject to sueh cruelty, abandonment or neglect. 

(k) 	 The Chief Animal Control Ofliccr shall have such other duties relating to the enforcement of this 
Ordinance as the County may from time to time provide. 

5.3. Enforcement of Ordinance. 1lle Chief Animal Control Officer in enforcing the provisions of 
this Ordinance and the statutes of the State pertaining to animllis may make complaipts to the Tuscola Coumy 
Prosecuting Attorney and 10 the District Court in regard to any vio lations of this Ordinance. 

5.4. Fees and Monies Collected. All fees and monies collected by Tusco la County Animal Control 
shall be accounted for and turned over to the Treasurer on or before the first of each mo nth under the standard 
praclices of the Treasurer's accounting system. 

SECTION 6. ANIMAL CARE 

6.1. Adequate Care. Every owner or caregiver o f an animal shall be required to provide the anima! 
with the minimum standard of care set forth in this Ordinance, which means the provision of sufficielll food, wmer, 
shelter, sanitary conditions, exercise, and veterinary med ical attention in order to maintain an animal in a state of 
good health. 

6.2. Food and Water. Every uwner or caregiver ofan animal shall provide, on a daily basis, the 
animal with suffic ient good and wholesome food and water. 

6.3. C leanliness. Every owner or caregiver of animals shall keep all animals in a clean, sanitary and 
healthy manner <l nd not confined so as to be forced to stand, sit or lie in their own excrement. 

6.4. 	 Shelter. Every owner or caregiver of animal s shall provide all animals with a proper shelter. 

6.5. Veterinary Care. The owner or caregiver of a diseased or injured animal shall provide the animal 
with appropriate veterinary care and shall segregate the di seased animal from other animal s to prevent transm inal of 
disease. 

6.6. Abuse. No person shall beat, cruelly treat, improperly tether, tonnent, overload, overwork or 
otherwise abuse an animal. 

6.7. Abandonment and Neglect. No O\.Wler or caregiver of an animal shall abandon or neglect any animal. 
An animal is deemed abandoned and/or neglected if the owner or caregiver fails to properly maintain the animal. 

6.S. Poison. No person shall expose any known poisonous substance. whether mixed with food or nOt. 
so that the poisonous substance may be eaten by any animal. provided th <lt it shall not be unlawful for a person to 
expose on his or her property common rat poison mixed only with vegetable substances. 

6.9. Disfigurem ent. No person, except a licensed veterinarian, shall crop the ears--or any other limbs 
or body parts--of an animal or dock an animal's tail. 

6.10. Housing Conditions for Multi-Animal Housing. 
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(a) 	 Housing fuci lities for animals shall be structurally sound and shall be maintained in good repair, to 
protect the animals from illness or injury, to comain the animals, and to restrict the entrance of other 
animals. 

(b) Every building or enclosure where animals are maintained shall be constructed of n1ateriaJ thaI can 
be easil y cleaned and shall be kept in a clean and sanitary condition, The building shall be 
properly ven tilated to prevent drafts and to remove odors. Heating and cooling shall be provided 
as required. according to the physical needs of the animals, with sufficiem light 10 allow 
observation of animals and sanilation. 

(c) 	 All animal rooms, cages, kennds, and runs shall be of sufficient size to provide a ll animals with 
adequate room for exercise a.nd general proper accommodations, 

(d) 	 All animal rooms, cages, kennels, ilnd runs shall provide all animals with proper sheher and 
protection from the weather al all times, iocluding, but not limited to, a minimum o f a roofed, 
thret-s ided sU\Jc rure o f suitable size. All animals must be provided with an area prolecled from 
the e le menlS so as 10 provide a dry, clean area for Ihe animals to resl. 

(e) 	 No perron shall fail to proviOe an animal with adequate shelter. 

6.11. Ocher ConditiOnS. No animal shall be left withoul proper anemion and care for more than 24 
consecuti ve hours. Whf:ne\'er an animal is left unanended at a commercialanimllJ facility, the name, address and 
telephone number of the responsible person 5h:lll be posted in a conspicuous place allhe front oflhe propeny. 

(a) 	 No condition shall be mainuincd or pennilled that is or could be injurious 10 Ihe animals. 
(b) 	 All reasonable precautions 5h31l be laken 10 proteclthe public from the animals and animals from 

the public . 
(c) 	 No person shall give an anima! any alcoholic beverage or prescriplion drug, unless prescribed by a 

veterinarian. 
(d) 	 No person shall knowingly allow animals that arc natural enemies, temperamentally unsuited, or 

olherwise incompatible, 10 be quartered together or so ne3r each other as to cause injury, fear or 
lonnent. I f TWOor more animal~ 3re so tmined Ihal they can be placed togelher and do not attack 
each other or perfonn or allempt any hostile 3et to each olher, the animals shall be deemed nOlto 
be mlluml enemies. 

(,) 	 Working animals shall be given adequate rest periods wilh water and shade provided. Confined or 
reslrnined animal s shall be given proper exercise. 
No person shall work, use, or rent any animal which is malnourished, undernourished, overheaTed, 
weakened, exhausted, sick, injured , diseased, lame, or otherwise unfiL This shall mean thai if an 
animal is not shod, it must be provided with fOOling (i.e., grass, hay, wood shavings or din). 

(g) 	 No person shall allow any animal that the Animal Control Shelter has suspended from use, to be 
worked or used until released by the Chief Animal Control Officer. 

(h) 	 AJllivCSlOCk shall be kcpt under hUlnane restraint and not pennilled \0 run 31 large. 
(i) 	 All dogs shall be kept under humane reslr3int and shall not be permitted to be at large . 
(j) 	 No owner shal l permit a dog to leave Ihe owner's premises unless such animal is wearing a leash 

and is under the positive control ofa person ofsuitab!c age and discrelion. The leash shall be of 
suffici ent Slrength to restrai n the panicular animal. 

(k) 	 While restrai ned by a leash, no ani mal shall be permined 10 enter upon privale propeny o f anolher 
without the permission from that person. 

6. 12. 	 Animals in Motor Vcbiclcs. 
(o) 	 No person shalllnmspon oreany any dog or other animal in a motor vehicle unless Ihe animal is 

safe ly enc losed wilhin the vehicle. If a person is transponing or carrying an animal in an 
unenclosed or panially enclosed vehicle (including, bul not limited to convertibles, pick-up and 
nOI -bed (Tucks), the person shall confine tht: an imal in a conL!liner case, or o ther device lhal is of 
proper and adequate size 10 prevent the animal from falling from or jumping from the mOlOr 
vehicle. 

(b) 	 No person shall transpOrt or leave any animal in a vehicle in such a way as to endaneer the 
ani mal' s health, safety or we[rare, including bUI not lim iled to dangerous temperorures, lock of air, 
food , wa!er, or proper care. Ally Allilllul COl/trol Ofjlcer, or law enforcement officer employed 
by Tu scola COUllty is authorized to use reasollabie force to remove an animalfrom any vehicle 
It'/l/melle r il appears Ihat the animal's health, safety, or welfare is, or may be, endangered. 
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(e) 	 No person shall carry or cause to be carried in or upon any vehicle orolherwise, an)' live animals 
having the feel or legs tied IOgelher or in any olher cruel or inhumane maMer or without providing 
suilable and humane facilities including racks, crales or cages in which such animol may stand up 
or lie down during transportati on or while awaiting slaughter or sale. 

6.13. 	 Ferret Owoers' Respoo$ibililies. 
(,) 	 No person owning, posseSSing or having charge orany fe rrel shall permit a ferret to leave the 

owner's property unless Ihe ferret is confined or leashed and und.::r the direct control orthe owner 
or a responsible person designated by the owner. 

(b) 	 No person shall release a ferret into the wild or abandon a ferret. 

SECTION 7. DEAD ANIMALS 

7. 1. Ceneral Requirements. [ t sha ll be unlawful for an owner or careg iver, or person possessing an 
animal to do any of lhe foll owing: 

(a) 	 To allow the carcass of a d~ad animal to be left unattended and not properly disposed of. 
(b) 	 To put any dead anim :1l or pari of the carcass ofWlY dead animal, into any lake, ri ller, creek. pond, 

roadway, Slreel, alley, lane, or [o\, 

SECTION 8. QUARANTINE OF ANIMAL AFTER BITING A PERSQN OR OTHER ANIMAL 

8.1. Domesticated CompaniOn Animal The owner or any Dome5licated Companion Animal tha! 
biles a person or olher animal shall inlmedialely quaranline the biting Animal inside an appropriiue building or 
enclosure for a minimum of len (10) days. If the Owner oflhe biting Animal fai ls 10 do so. or if lile Owner of the 
bitin g Animal eannol be identified or found, then the Chief Animal ConlTol Officer may take possession o f the 
Domesticated Companion Animal and qU811lntine it at the Animal Control Shelter or Animal Protection Sheller unlil 
the expira tion of the len (10) day period . The Owner shall be resjXl llsible for all expenses incurred for the 
quaranti ne. At the expiration of the ten (10) day period, if the Owner shows satisfactory evidence tha t the 
Domesticated Companion Animal is not suffering from rabies, and pays the requisite expenses, the Chief A nimal 
Control Officer shall release the Domesticated Companion Anima[ to its Owner. 

The Chief Animal Control Officer may immediately humanely destroy the Domesticated Compan ion Animal 
tMt has biuen if the Animal is determ ined by a lIeleri nariall to be suffering from rabies o r upon request o flh e owner. 
In such cases, following the humane destruction of the Domesticated Companion Animal , the Chief A"imal Coolrol 
Officer shall immediate ly send a sample specimen to the Mi chigan Department o f Public Virology Laboratory in 
Lansiog, Mic higWl. 

SECTION 9. IMPOUNDMENT. REDEEMING AND ADOPTING ANIMALS 

9.1. Impoundment by Animal Control Officer. The Chief Animal Control Officer mOly humanely 
seize and impound at the Animal Control She[ter any Domesticated Co mpanion Animal or lillcstock found running 
allarge. If the animal is non-llicious or non·dangerous and its owner eM be ascertained and is avail able, the Chier 
Animal Co nlto[ Officer may return the A ni mal to ils owner, and may c ite the owner of the anim al ror any lI io latioll 
that has occurred . The Chief Anima[ Comra) Dflicer may also seize and impound any Animal that is, witlli n his o r 
her reasonable discreti on, subjecllo abust. cruelty. abandonment or neglect, and may c ite the owner with a lI io latioll 
of this Ordinance and/or applicable stille laws. 

9.2. Jrnpoundmml by C itizens. Any c it izen sha ll be emjXlwered to lemporarily take and hold any 
domestic animal or livestock that is running loose within plain view thaI, accord ing 10 a reasonable person, is in 
danger itse lf or poses an imminent danger of causing serious bodily inju ry ordcath to a Person. Any sueh citizen 
shall. within forty· eight (48) hours of impoundment, contact Tuscola County Animal Control with a description or 
the animal and location where found and may turn over the animal to Animal Control. Any citizen acting 
reasonabl y ond in good raith under this Section should not be liable fo r eill i[ claims or criminal charges resulting 
from such ac tions. 

9.3. Notificafion of Own er. Immediately aA« impounding an animal, if the owner of lhe animal can 
be identified by collar. license, tag or by o ther means. the Chief Animal Control Officer shall no ti fy the owner about 
the animal's impoundment by firsl c lass mail. The Chief Animal ConlTOI Officer shall inform the owner o f the steps 
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necessary 10 regain custody of the animal. 
(a) 	 The Chief Animal Comrol Officer or a duly recognized service provider under conlract with 

Tuscola County may dispose of impounded animals which are nOI claimed within the state 
statutory holding periods in a manner set forth by the term s of ll1i s ordinance. 

9.4. Redeemin]! hnpound ed Animals. An OWTICl" may redeem an animal from impoundment by 
executing a s ....,om statement of ownersh ip, furnishing a license and lag, as required by Ihis Ordinance and SUle laws 
and paying a ll expenses associaled wilh the seiZure and impoundment of Ihe animal. The Chief Animal Control 
OOicer shtlll not knowingly re lease any impounded animal to an owner who has been convicted of animal cruelry, 
abandonmelll. negteCl or other relaled criminal violations ofStale I:l\V or of this OrdinllrKe without a Coun Order. 

9.5. Adoption of Impounded Animal~. An impounded animal not redeemed by its owner may be 
adopted pursuant to policies and procedures established by the Chief Animal Control Officer. Any such IXllicies and 
procedures for adoption established by the Chief Animal Control Officer shal l comply with State law and this 
Ordinance. 

SECTION 10. KENNELS 

10.1. Li«osi.oe. A person who owns, keeps or opcrates a kennel shall obtain a kennel license from the 
Chief Animal Control Officer. Thc Chie( An imal Control Ollicer shall inspect all kennels annually in aCCQrdance with 
this ordinance and Siale law. Kennels must also comply with applicable Buildin& Code and Zoning Ordinances. 

10.2. Complianu Wifb Sta lUCU, Rt'gulalioos aod Ordinances. The Chief Animal Control Offi cer 
shall nOt issue a kennel license 10 a person unl~ss they are in full compliance with this Ordinance and State law. 
The Chief Animal Control Officer shall not knowingly issue a kenncllicense to a person who has been convicted 
of animal cruehy, abuse or neg lect, or other related criminal violalions of State law or of this ordinance without a 
Coun Order. 

10.3. Exemption from Requirement ror Individual Animal Licens es. A person who shall obtain a 
kennel license under this ordinance is exempt rrom obtaining individual licenses for animal s required under thi s 
ordinance. 

10.4. 	 Licensing Fees. The fees for a kennel license sh.11l be set by the County Board of Commissio ners. 

IRS. Humane Trealruenl. All kennels must be kept sMitar}' and provide adequ81e housing and humane 
lreatmenl o f the animals in the kennel including, but not limiled to, fres h food and water daily. sufficient mom and 
opportunity for daily exercise, protection from the elements, adequate ventilation, vaccinations against diseases and 
adequate veterinarian care. Any person who owns, keeps or operates a kenoel is subject to the minimum standards or 
care and a ll provisions of this Ordinance in its ent iret), for each of the :l.Ilimals kept in the kennel. 

SECTlON 1J. SPECIAL PROVISIONS REGARDING VICIOU S ANIMALS. 

11.1. Standards ror Keeping Vicious Animals. 

(,) Confillement. Except as provided below, all Vicious Animo ls shall be securely confined indoors 


o r in a securely enclosed ancllocked pen or kennel. The pen, kennel or struc\Ure must have secure 
sides and a secure top atl&ehed to its sides. A fenced-in yard by itself is insuffic ie ll( 10 meellhis 
standard. All St rUCtures used to confine such animals must be locked wilh a key or combination 
lock when such aninla ls are wilhin the slruclUre. Such structure mus t have a secure bonom or 
Door auached 10 Ihe sides of lhe pen or the sides o f the pen must be e mbedded in Ihe ground to;l 
deplh of no less than two (2) reel. All slT\lClures erecled to house such animals must comply with 
all zoning and buildi ng regulations oflhe City or Township where located. All such structures 
musl be adequate ly lighted and ventilated and kept in a clean and sanitary condition . The house or 
shelter for said animBl shall be tOlally enclosed within the confinem ent structure. 

Cb) 	 Confinement II/doors. No Vicious Animal may be kept on a porch, patio or in any part ofa house 
or stT\lcture that \IIould allow the animal to exit such building on its own volition. [n addition. no 
such animal may be kepI in II house or structure wh ere window screens or screen doors afe the 
only obstacles preventi ng the animal from exiting the struCture. 
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(C) Leash . No person shall permit a Vicious Animal to go oUlside of ils kennel, pen or the owner's 
residence unless such animal is securely leashed with a leash no longer than rour (4) feet in length. 
A person of suitable age and capacity must be in physical control of the leash at alltinltS. The 
animal may no t be leashed to inanimate objects such as lrees, posts, o r buildings. 

(d ) Mur.z/e tn addition to being on a leash, white being outs ide its kenne l, pen or the owner' s 
residence, a ll such animals on a leash outside of the animal s kennel, pen Or Ihe owner's residence 
must be muzzled by a muzzling device sufficient to prevCIlt the animal from biting persons or 
olher :Jnjmals. 

(e) Signs. A ll owners, keepers or harborers of Vicious Animals shall display in a prominent place on 
the ir premises a sign, easily readable by the public from adjoini ng publiC roads or Sl.TeelS, using 
such words as "Beware oj Viciolls Animal" or other appropriate warning language. In addition, a 
similar sign must be posted on the kennel or pen of such animal. 

11.2, Insurance Identification and Reporting Requirement'!. 

(a) Insurollce. A11 owners, keepers or harborers of Vicious Aninlills must provide 10 Ihe Chief Animal 
Control Officer proofofliability insurance in an amount oftive hundred lhousand dollars 
($500,000.00) for each occurrence for bodily injury 10 or death of any person or persons which may 
resu lt from owncr.;hip, keeping or maintenance of such animal. The insurance policy shall provide 
Ihal no cancellalion of lhe policy will be effective unless len (10) dHys wriuen nOlice is (irSt given 10 

the Chief Animal Control Officer al his or her business address. 
(b) Idelltification photographs. All owners, keepers or harborers of Vicious Animals must provide 

the Chief Ani mal Conlrol Officer with two (2) color pholographs oflhe registered animal clearly 
showing the color and approximale size of the animal. 

(c) Reponing reqlliremelltlJ. All owners, keepers or harborers of Vicious Animals must, within three 
(3) days oflhe following incidents, report the following in writing 10 Ihe Animal Conlro l Officer: 
(i) The removal from Tuscola CounlY or death ofa Vicious Animal. 
(ii ) The birth of ofTspring ofa Vicious Animal. 
( iii) The new address ofa Vicious Animal if the owner moves within Tusco i:J County lim ilS. 
( iv) The animal is on Ihe loose, has been stolen or has attacked a person. 

11.3. Failure to Comply. If the owner, keeper or harborerof a Vicious Animal resident within the 
COUnty o fTuscohl fa ils 10 comply with thl! requi rements and conditions set forth in Ihis Section, in &(ldilion to Ihe 
owner being cited for the vio lations, the animal shall be subjoct to immediate seizure and impounctmenl and further 
d ispOSition in accordance with Ihis Ordinance. 

SECTION 12. PENALTIES AND ENFORCEMENT 

J2.1. State Law Offenses. Violations of the Ordinance that llre also violations of Stille law may be 
proseculed under either at lhe discretion o f the ChicI' Animal Control Officer or other authorized County official . 

12 .2. Municipal Civillnrraction Citations. A person who vio lates thi s Ordinance shall be deemed 
responsible for a municipal civi l infraction, the penalty for which, shall be a civil fin e plus any cost, damages, 
expenses and other sanctions, as authorized under Chapler 87 of 1961 PA 236, as am ended, be ing MCL 600.8701 el 
seq., and other applicab le laws. 

12.3. Authorized County Officials. The Chief Animal Conlrol Officer, his!her designees, and deputies, 
and deputies of the Tuscola County SheritT are the County officials authorized to issue municipal civil infraction 
citations and munic ipal clvi I infraction violation notices for violalions of this Ordinance. 

(3) 	 Municipal civil infractions may be issued by an authorized enforcement o fficial when he/she 
personall y observes Ihe violation. 

(b) 	 A municipal civil infraction may also be issued by an authorized enforcement official who after 
inves tigation has reasonable cauS/! to believe that a violat ion occurred and it is approved by the 
Proseculing Anomey prior to ils issuance. 
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(2.4 Lssu ance ofMuDicipal CivillnfrnctioD Citations. MuniCipal civil infrru:!ion Cilalions shall be 

issued and served by authorized County officials as follows; 


(a) 	 The lime for appearance specified in a c itat ion shall be wi thi n a reasonable time a rter the c itation 
is issued. 

(b) 	 The place for appearance specified in a Citalion shall be the districi courl. 
(c) 	 Each c ital ion shall be numbered consecuti vely and shall be in a form approved by loe $ La le Coun 

Administrator. Toe original cital ion shall be filed with lhe districi coun . Copies o f the c ilation 
shall be re lained by the County and issued 10 the :I l1eged \' io lalor as provided by Seclion 8705 o r 
the Revised Judicruure ACI of 196 1. as amended. 

(d) 	 A cila tion fo r a municipal c ivil infraction. signed by an authorized Coumy offic ia l shall be treated 
as ifil were made under oaUI if the violation a lleged in Ihe c ita lion occurred in lhe presence of the 
o ffici a l s igning the oomplaint and if the ciulion contai ns the fo llo wing sta tement immedialely 
above the dale and s ignalUre o rthe offic ia l ~ t declare under Ihe penalties ofpcrjury that the 
Slatemeols abo ve are true to the best o f my informalion, kno\vledge and be li e r. ~ 

(e) 	 An authorized County oOicial who witnesses a person comm it a municipal civil infraction shall 
prepare and subscribe, as soon as fXl ssible and as completciy as possible, ilS1 o rigins! and required 
copies of a citalion. 

12.5. Service of Municipal Civil Infractions. MuniCipal civil infraction c ilalions shall be served by an 
authorized County official as foll ows ; 

(,l 	 Excep1 as provided by Section 12.4(b), hereo f. an authorized County official shall personally serve a 
copy of the citation upon the alleged vio lalOr. 

(b) 	 Jf the municipal civil in fraction action invoJves lhe use or occupancy ofland, a building or otber 
struC1ure, a copy orthe citation docs not need to be personally served upon the alleged violalor, 
but may be served upon an owner or occupant of the land, bu ilding or structure by posti ng the 
copy on the land or attaching the copy to the building or structure. tn add iti on, a copy of the 
citation shall be ~enl by firsl class mail to the owner of the land, buil ding or struc ture at the 
owner's last known address. 

12.6. Municipal Civil Infraction Citations; C ontcuts. 


('l A municipal ci vil infraction citation shall contain; 

(i) 	 The name and address of the alleged violator, Ihe municipal civi l infraction alleged, the 

place where the a lleged vio lator shal l appear in coun, the te lephone num ber of 1he court 
and the time a1 or by whic h the uppcarance shall be made: and 

(ii) 	 The ci tation shall inform 1he alleged violator that he or she may do one of the fo llowing; 
( I ) admi1 responsibi lity fo r the municipal civil infractio n by mail. in person or by 
representa tion. at or by lhe tim e specilied for appearnnce, l2) admit respo nsibility for Ihe 
municipal c iv il in fr aclion ·with ex planation" by lI1 (\ iI , by the lime speci fied for 
appearance, or in person or by represc:ntalion, or (3) deny respons ibili ty for the municipal 
civil infraction by appearing in person for an informal hearing ~fore /I judge or district 
court magistrate without representalion by an anomey Or b~ appearing in person for a 
formal hearing before a judge or district cOurt magistra te with the o pporrunity of being 
represented by an anomey. 

(bl 	 Funiler, Ihe citalion shall infonn lhe a lleged violator o f a ll o f the fo llowing: 
( i) That jflhe alleged violator desires 10 admit responsibility "with explanation~ in person or 

by represemation.lhc a lleged vio tator must appty 10 the coun in person, by mail. by 
telephone or by represenlalion wilhin the time specified for appearance alld obtain a 
scheduled date and lime for an appearanCe; 

(ii) 	 That if the alleged violator desj res to d tny responsibility . the al leged violator mUSt apply 
to the court in person, by mail. by telephone o r by repre~nlation within the lime 
speci fied for appearance and obtain a schedule<! dQte and lime 10 appear for a hearing. 
unless a hearing date is specified on the citation: 

(S 1S0265 1.DOCX 41 	 II 



(iii) 	 That a hetl rin!; shall be an infonnal hearillg unless:1 formal hearing is requested by the 
alleged violator or the County; 

(iv) Thai a t an informal he(l ring the alleged vio lato r must 3ppear in person before a judge o r 
district co un magistra te, without the oppon uni ty of being represented by an atto rney; and 

(v) 	 That <'I tll fonnal hearing the alleged viohl.lor must appear in person befo re a jud ge with 
Ihe opponun ity of being represented by an atto rney. 

(c) The citation sha ll contain a no tice in boldfaced type that the fai lure o f the alleged violator to 
appear within the lime specified in the citation or at the time scheduled for a hearing or appearance 
is a misdemea nor and will result in entry ofa dcfauil j udgment against the alleged violato r on the 
municipal civi l in fra ctio n. 

12.7. fines. A person, corporation or fi rm, who accepts responsibility for, or is found responsible for a 

municipal civil infraction under this Ordi nance, shall pay a civil fme consistent with the following: 


(,) $75 per olrense for violations of Section 3 of this Ordinance; 
(b) $ 100 per o t1ense lo r violations of Section 6 of th is Ordinance; 
(e) S200 per offen~ for violations of Scclion 7 of th is Ordinance; 
(d) $500 per offense for violations ofSec lion 8 o f this Ordin3Ilce; 
(e) S200 per offense for vio lations ofSeclion 10 of this Ordina.nce; and 

(n S300 per offen~ for vio lations of Section I I of this Ordinance. 


A copy of tile fine schedule, as amended from time \0 time, shall be posted al lhe Tuscola County Treasurer 's o ffitt. 

SECTION 13. MUNICIPAL ORDI NANCE VIOLATIONS BUREAU . 

13.1 Establishmenl. The County hereby establishes a Municipul Ordinance Violations Bureau , to 
accept admissions of respon sibi lity for municipal civi l infractions in response to municipal ordinance violation 
notices issued and served by authorized County ofticials, and 10 collect and reta in civil fines and costs as prescribed 
by thi s Ordinance or any o rd inance. 

13.2 Location, Supuvision, fults and ngulationsj employees , The B ureau shall be located at the 
County Treasurer's office and shall be under the supervision and contrOl o f the treasurer. The Treasurer. subject to 
the approval of the Tuscola County Board of Commissiooers, shall adopt rules and regulations lor the operation of 
the Bureau and appoint any necessary qualifi ed employees to administer the Bureau. 

13.3 Disposition or Violations. The Bureau may dispose only o f municipal c ivil infraction vio lations 
for which a fi ne has been scheduled and for whil.:h a municipal o rdinance vio lati on no tice has been issued. The fact 
thai a fine has been scheduled for a pan ic ular violation shall not entitle any person to dispose of the v iolation al the 
Bureau. Nothing in this section shall prevent or restrict the County from issui ng a munic ipa l ci v il infraction c ilatio n 
fo r any violation or [rom prosecuting any vio lation in a coun of competent j uriSdic tion. No person shall be requi red 
to dispose of a municipal c ivil in fract ion vio lation al the Bureau, and may have Ihe violation processed before a 
COurt of appropriate juri sdiction. The unwillingness of any person to dispo se of any violation at the Bureau sha!l nol 
prejudice th e person or in allY way di mini sh the person's rights, privileges and protection accorded by law. 

13.4 Scope of Authori ty. The sco pe of the Bureau's authority sha ll be limited to accepting admissions 
of responsibility for municipa l c ivil infractions and co llecting and retain ing c ivil fines and costs as a resu It of those 
ad missions. The Bureau sh~l l not llCCept payment ofa fin e from any perso n who denies havi ng committed th e 
o ffense, who admits responsibili ty only with explanation or who requests a hearing , and in no event shall the Bureau 
detennine, orallempt to dete rmine. the truth or fal sity orany fact o r matter relating to an all eged vio lation. 

13.5 Contents or Ml.lnidpal Ordinance Violation Notices. Municipal o rdinance violation notices 
sha!! be issued and served by aUlhorized County offic ials under the same ci rcumstances and upon the same persons 
as are provided for munic ipal c ivil infract io n c itati ons in Section 12 hereor. rn addition to any otner infonn ation 
required by this Ordinance or any o ther o rdinance, th e violation notice sha ll indicate th e time by which the alleged 
vio lator must appear at the Bureau, the methods by which an appearance ma)' be made, the address and telephone 
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number ofl he Bureau, the hours during wh ich Ine Bureau is open, the amount oflhe fi ne scheduled for the al leged 
violation and the conseq uences fo r failure 10 appear and pay Ihc req ui red fin e wi thin Ihe requ ired tim e. 

JJ.6 Apptl'lrance: PI) ymenl of FiD es and Costs. An alJeged violator receiving a municipal ordinance 
violation OOliee sh;) 11 ~ ppear allhe Bureau ilnd pily Ihe specified fin e and cos/s 8t orby the time specified for 
appearance in the municipal ordin ilnce violoti on nOli ce. An appearance mol)' be made by mail , in person or by 
representation. 

JJ.7 Procedure Wh ere Admission of Responsibility is DOt made or FiDe is not Paid. If an 
authorized County official issues and Serves a municipal ordinance violalion notice and if an admi ssion of 
responsibility is not m:lde and the civil fi ne and COSI, if any, prescribed by Ih e sc hedule o ffines for the violation 8re 
not paid at the Bureau, 0'1 municipal civil infrac lion cil at ion may he fil ed wilh the district coun and a copy of the 
citation may be served by fi rst c lass mail upon Ihe a lleged violator allhe alleged vi olator's last known address. The 
citation tiled with the coun does not need \0 comply in all particulars with the requirements for citations as provided 
by Sections 8705 and 8709 of lhe Revised Judica ture Act of 196 1, as amended , but shall consist of a swom 
complaint containing Ihe allegations stm~d in the mun icipal ordinance violation notice and shall fairly inform the 
alleged violator how 10 respund 10 tJle citati on. 

13.8 Civil Penalties. ;-\ schcdul e: of civi l fin es payable 10 Ihe Municipal Ordinance Violations Bureau 

for admissions of responsibility by persons served with munici pal ordinance violation notices under this Ordinance 

or an)' other ordinance is hereby establis hed and sh::lll be equal 10 Ihose civil fines establ ished by Section 12.7 

hereof. A copy oflhe sched ule, as amended from lime to linte, shall be po sted at the Municipal Ordinance 

Violations Bureau . 


SECT10N [4. MISC ELLANEOUS. 

14.1. Rules of COnSlructiun . When not inconsistent with the context, words used in the preSenl\enSe 
include the future and past tenses. Words in the si ngular include the plural and words in the plural includ e Ihe 
singular. Masculine incl udes Ihe feminine and neuter. WOrds or terms nOI detined in this 0 rdinance shall be 
interpreted in accordance with their common mean ing. The words ~shall " and ·will" are mandatory and nOI merely 
direclive. Headings are inserted for convenience and shall not limit or increase the sco pe of any provision or 
Secli on of thi s Ordinance. 

14.2. Severll bility. If any part of this Ordinance sha ll be held unconstituti onal or void, such part shall 
be deemed severable and its in validity shall not aflCet the remaining pans o f this Ordinance. 

14.3. Sarety Clause. Tuscola Cou nl )' hereby fi nds, determines, and declares that thi s Ordi nance is 
necessary for thc immediate preservation of the public health, sa fe ty. and welfare orthe cities of the Counl y, the 
COUnly, and the inhabitanlS. 

SECTION 15. REPEALA NDSAYINCSCLA USK 

l S. l . Repc:a let". A ll Ordimillces or parts o f Ordinances inconsistent with Ihis Ordinance are repealed to 
the extent they afe in confl ict with this Ordinance. However, any a tld all c ivil and criminal actions aris ing oul orany 
Ordinance repealed by this Ordinunce which a re pending in a coun o f this State, or otberwise vested on the effective 
date or lhis Ordinance shall nOt abate and shall be. saved and may proceed 10 conclusion pursuant to the terms of the 
repcaled Ordinance. 

SECTION 16. ADQPTION OF ORDI NANCE. 

16.1. Adoptioo; t<:lJeclive Dale. This Ordinance shall be adopted only after il majority o rthe 
Commissioners elc:<:ted and serving shall vote in favor of its adoption. The Clerk o f the Board o f Commissioners shall 
lhen endorse Ihis Ordinance and Ihe Chairperson o f the Counl)' Board o f Commissioners shall sign this Ordinance, 
which shall then becerti fied by Ihe Clerk before;t is considered adopted . This Ordinance shall then lake effect seven 
(7) days after the date that it is published in a newspaper o f general circulation in Tuscola County. The County 
Clerk shall cert ify lhe publication. 
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Erf«: tive (date) ___________ _ _ 

Chairman , Board of Commissioners Cle rk, Board of Commissioners 

I, . Clerk ofthc Circuit Coun for sa id County of Tuscola do hereby certify that the 
foregoin g is 0. true copy ofa record now remaining in the Ofiice ofth.: C lerk of said County and Coun . In testimony 
whereof, I have hereunto sct my hand, and affixed the seal of said Court and County, 3tthe City oCCaro, th iS _ _ 
day o f , 2019. 
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TUSCOLA COUNTY 

CONTROLLER/ADMINISTRATOR'S OFFICE 


Clayette A. Zechmeister 125 W. Lincoln 51.. Suite 500 Telephone 
ControllerIAdminis!ra tor Caro. MIchigan 48723 989-672-3700 
zclay@luscolacouoty.org 

December 30,2019 

TO: All Township Clerk's, Supervisors, Village Officials and City Officials 

RE : Proposed Tuscola County Animal Control Ordinance 

The Board of Commissioners are seeking your input on our newly revised 
Proposed Tuscola County Animal Control Ordinance. Please reVfeW and submit 
any questions or concerns to our office bye-mail or reguJar mail (address above) 
by January 24, 2020. The commissioners would like to review your comments at 
their Full Board Meeting on January 30th, 2020 

Thank you 

Visit us Online for County Services @ www.tuscolacountv.orq 

www.tuscolacountv.orq
mailto:zclay@luscolacouoty.org


1I23/2020 Tuscola County Ma~ - Proposed Tuscola Co. Animal Control Ordinance 

• Clayene Zechmelster <z.clay@tuscolacounty.org> 

Tuscola County 

Proposed Tuscola Co. Animal Control Ordinance 
2 messages 

Christine Kolar <ckolar@airadvanlage.nel> Wed. Jan 22. 2020 317'47 PM 
To: zclay@luscolacounty.org 

Dear County Controller's Office, 

At our board meeting held on Monday, January 20th, the Columbia Township Board reviewed the proposed 

Animal Control Ordinance submitted for review from the Controller's Office of Tuscola County. 


After review, it was determined by the Columbia Township Board that the proposed ordinance provides 

excessive and unnecessary regulations for our rural areas throughout the county. Although there should be 

regulations, 

the excessive amount that is involved within this ordinance should be reconsidered. 


Sincerely, 

Columbia Twp Board 

drafted by: 

Christine Kolar 

Columbia Township Clerk 

4870 French Rd. 

Unionville, MI48767 

(989) 280-9602 

Clayette Zechmeister <zclay@tuscolacounty.org> Thu , Jan 23. 2020 a\ 7:57 AM 
To: Christine Kolar <ckolar@airadvantage.nel> 

Good Morning Christina. 

Thank. you, and your Board for reviewing tha Proposed DRAFT Animal Controt Ordinance, 

Tha Commissioners witt take your inpul inlo consideration as they make any decisions at their meeting January 30th 

We witt keep everybody posted on any decisions. 

Have a great rest of your day! 

[Ooo!.<ld I&xl hdOOnl 

Clayette A. Zechmeister 
Tuscota County Controller/Administrator 
125 W Lincoln SI. Suite 500 
Caro. Mt 48723 
zclay@!uscotacounty.org 
voice 989-672-371O 
fax 989-672-4011 

Visit us Online for County Services @ www.tuscolacounty.orp 

CONFIOENTIALITY NOTICE 
Tllit information contained In this communication, Indudln9 sttilcturwntt, Is pr/tl/lflgtJd Mild conlldfmtl"l. It is Int.nd~d "nly hu ~ _dusive 
use "fMIt addressee. If the reader ofMis message Is fH1t t/le Intended recipient you 3n h~by IIOtllfed tlJMt IMJI dIssemInation, dIstribution 

hOpsl/mail.google.comfmaillulO?lk=52cOOc24 18&view=pl&search-al&pelTTllhid-lhr&ad·1'%3A165i)477930800608067&slmpl-msg·f%3Al6564779308_ 1(l 

www.tuscolacounty.orp
http:zclay@!uscotacounty.org
mailto:ckolar@airadvantage.nel
mailto:zclay@tuscolacounty.org
mailto:zclay@luscolacounty.org
mailto:ckolar@airadvanlage.nel
mailto:z.clay@tuscolacounty.org


FAIRGROVE TOWNSHIP 

Office 5002 Ceott ... Street 
Add...ess: Fairgrove, MJ 48733 

Supervisor 2595 N, Vassar Road 
Mailing Fairgrove, l\1I 48733 
Addres s: Phon" (989) 693-6848 

Email: supervisor@fairgrovetwp.org 

January 20. 2020 

To: Tuscola County Board of Commissioners 

Re: Proposed T useola CDunly Animal Conlro l Ordinance 

Dear Commissioners-

Per your request Ul your communication dated December 30, 2019, I offer the following questions, 
commeots, and concerns, 

Page I , Section 2.1: Does this include "bam cats" aDd the like? 

Page 3, Section 2.2(c): Definition of "extreme temperatures" or source of definition, i,e. MeL 123.456 

Page 4. Section 3.2: "the applicario n for a license shall contain ... address of previous owner of the dog". 

What about I) a stray, or 2) a puppy with no prev ious owuer (i.e. my dog bad pups and I kept one)? The 

word "shall" Icaves 00 room for exceptioos. Maybe add something like "whenever possible" or, "i f 
available" 

Page 5, Section 5.2 (e): .. Officer shall maintain a record of when the animal was acquired, under.. 
How long must a record be retained? A month. a year, 5 years, forever??? I'm uncertain if this should 

be addressed in the ordinance or via policy at a later date . 

Page 6, Section 6.3: A widely-accepted and widely-used management and hou sing practice for cattle is 

a "manure pack". Is thiS now unacceptable? If so , why? 

Page 6, Section 6.4: Notwithstanding the defm.irion of"sbelter" on Page 3, Secti on 2.22, I fear this wil! 
open ca"lemen and the County to liti gation regard ing livestock humanely kept outdoors. (f there is 



some source that could be cited in regard to what does and does not constitute adequate shelter for 
various animals it wou ld help clari fy this issue and protect the fanne r and the County. Animal activists 
througb their humaniull ion of animals are already creating issues for fanners, regardless of whether 

science proves otherwise. 

Page 6, Sect ion 6.9: Will a veterinarian now be reqoired for castrating livestock? Docking horns? 

Dock ing tails? Clipping teeth? Tbese ha ve always been routine acti vities for caule and/or hog 
producers. What about boxer or terrier pups whose breeders bave routinely docked their pups' tails fo r 

decades ifnOJ cenrurles. Any of tbese procedures, if required to be perfonned by a licensed ve terinarian, 
would add signi ficant costs and squeeze already narrow pro iiI margins. Why is a licensed vetlhe only 
quali fied person? What about a vet tech? W hat abOlLt an experienced producer or breeder? Where will 

we find enough veterinarians, especia lly if other counties were to adopt a similar standard? 

Page 7, Section 6.10 (b): Who 's making the cal! on things like, "easi ly cleaned", "clean and sanitary", 

"properly ventilated to prevent drafts and remove odors". When was the last time you were in a bam 

housing livestock that didn'l have an odor or have drafts? In reality, many of today's barns are 
specifically designed to promote air flow (drafts). Whose definition of "clean and sanitary" will be 

used? TIle farmers'? USDA? FDA? NASA? Your Mom's? 

Page 7, Section 6.10 (c): What about gestation crates and farrowing crates for sows? These limit their 
movement for their own safety and well-being, and the safety of their litters. 

Page 7, Section 6.11: Why 24 hours? Do you really want to slop a person from going up north Friday 
after work while leavi ng eno ugh food and water for their pets to last through Sunday? Do you really 
intend to legislate thai they find someone 10 come feed and water the dog and cal on Saturday? Again, 

what about bam cats? They're lucky to get feed once a week, but seem to do just fine. 

Page 7, Section 6. 1 I (f): The "Footing" requirement, as defl11ed, precludes all unshod animals from 

standing on concrete, or crushed gravel. This appears to include !ill anima ls. The only animals I know 
of that are normally shod are horses, ponies, and mules. This secti on appears like it should apply only to 

those animals, as they should not stand 00 concrete unshod. Otherwise, the vast majority of cattle and 
swine in the Thumb spend virrua lly their entire lives, unshod , on concrete. What about them? Does this 
section preclude dog kennels wi th concrete fl oors? 

Also, dairy cattle and goats sometimes come up lame. Does the prohibition to not "work, use, or rent" 
mean they can 't be milked? This section looks li ke it was o riginally intended for draft animals. 

Page 7, Section 6.1 1 (h) : What about pigeons and the like? When I was a kid, we kept tbem, fed them, 
sheltered tbem, and ate tbem. Buttbey flew wherever they wanted whenever Ihey wanted. 

Page 8, Section 6 .12(c): There are many circumstances where an injured or excited animal should have 
its legs tied to prevenl further injury, injury to a handler. or property damage. Can horses no longer be 
"hobbled" 10 keep Ihem from fUWling away? Can animals oot be restraioed when they' re be ing given 



medical attention, i.e. lancing a cyst , removing a thom , nail, or other object from a sensitive area, 
removing porcupine quills, etc. 

Page 9, SectlOn 10.2: To what extenl is the CACO to investigate a person before issuing a kennel 

license? What would this investigation look like? Is it , "don' t ask, don't leU"? Is it, "J've never heard 

anything about this guy abusing anima ls"? Is there a way/p lace to sea rch for violat ions? 

The stated goal oflhis ordinance is " ... protecting the public health and safety and welfare aod to 

regulate and control the conduct, keeping and care of dogs and cenain other animals, lives tock and 

pOUltry.. " I'm certain this is not an attempt to further regulate long-standing livestock production 

practice-s, or add unnecessary costs to livestock producers and/or animal breeders. Frankly, I doubt any 

layperson is qualified to accurately define what consr irut es anima l abuse, particu larly when dealing with 

such a variety of animals. Holding a dog under water is clearly abusive and cruel, but holding a goldfish 

under water, not so much. Throw ing a dog off the bllrn roof is abusive, wh ile throwing a duck off the 

same roof is not. Leaving a Chihuahua outdoors in January in single digit temperatures is abuse. But 
leaving a healthy Herford steer on pasture isn'1. 

You may want to nalTow the scope to eliminate livestock producers or make some accorrunodation for 

their reasonable and practical actions and those of responsib le breeders. Or it may be advisable to 

develop multiple, more focused ordinances, instead of a single, broad "catch-all" one. 

A smelly barn is not abusive (at least to the animalS). De-harniag cattle is Dot abusive. Keeping caule 

on a manure pack is not abusive. Transfonning a bull or a boar inw a steer or a barrow is not abusive. 

Docking dog or cattle tails is not abusive. C lipping teeth in piglets is not abusive. And performing 

these ordinary animal husbandry acts does not require exrraordinary ski ll or comprehensive training. 

One would tbink there are sources that could be cited (USDA, MDA, MSU, Purdue, etc) to provide 

va luable guidance and credibil ity to the ordioance(s) and its (their) enforcement. 

I think this proposed ordinance, as presented, is very " loose", with so much left up to interpreta tion, Ihal 

animal aClivists could ha ve a field day w jth your enforcement ef'fons or, in their eyes, your lack of 

enforcement. Suppose a "concerned citizens" group were to arise in opposition to a proposed or existing 

li vestock operat ion, cou ld/would tbey use this ordinance as ammunition in their e ffons to stop it? M ight 

Ihey bring litigal ion aga inst the county for non-enfo rcement? Who knows? It cou ld happen . 

Respectfully ­

Keith A. Aede( 

Fairgrove Township Superv isor 




MARY C. WARREN WilLIAM JAC081 
CLERK ARBELA TOWNSHIP CENTER TRUSTEE 

JODY A. HUNT 8935 BIRCH RUN ROAD WAYNE SCHULTZ 
TREASURER MILLINGTON, MICHIGAN 48746 TRUSTEE 

JOSEPH B. WHITE, SUPERVISOR 

PHONE 989,8712022 FAX 989,871.5537 

TO, Tuscola County 

Controllers Adim. Office 

Hi Clayette, JAN, 08, 2020 

I read through the proposed County Animal Ordinance, 

Major Issue not addressed, was, today a Township resident goes to a county 

office and sates I would like to start a dog kennel. Someone at the county level 

says ok, Here is a kennel licenses, Most of those licenses that have been handed 

out over the past few years are in conflict with Arbela's zoning, Some cases are lot 

size others are noise (barking etc), Some are density and location of the business, 

Our Township zoning in most cases is more restrictive than the counties, For some 

the zoning requires a hearing at a public meeting before a zoning permit is issued 

if they can comply with requests, 

Please, amend the Animal control ordinance to state that if an Arbela Township 

resident requests a Kennel License first they need to present a Sight plan signed 

off by Arbela's zoning officer, 

Note: Our Zoning officer will ok the sight plan by the presence of their signature, 

Thanks for the opportunity to input, 

y;::~ 

Supervisor / Assessor 

cc: Township Boards 

Zoning Officer 



Clayette Zechme ister <zclay@tuscolacounty.org> 

Animal Ordinance 
2 messages 

Malisa Pyles <clerk@watertowntownship.org> Tue, Jan t4, 2020 at 9:50 AM 
To: Ctayette Zechmeister <zclay@tusCOlacounty.org> 

From a clerk's pOint of view, everything looks good clericat wise, This ordinal'lCS lOoks pretty standard, but as a clerk who has a 101 of 

knowledge about dogs, weather it be the amount of people I know who breed or the fact Ihal we hunt with dogs ect, The only change I 

feel needs to be made is under section 3. 3.2, I believe it shOuld be an owner of a dog 6 months or older, not 4 months. a lot of people 

whO breed and sell dogs stitt have them at 12-1 6 weeks of age, I feel 4 months is too young to have this kind of rute. But thai is Ihe only 

change I would make 


Mallsa Pyles, Watertown Township Clerk 

9405 Foster St PO BO)l( 39 

Fostoria, MI 48435 

Watertown Township is an Equat Opportunity Emptoyer 

989-795-2127 

Clayette Zechmeister <7C: I .'ly@tLJsr. nl~r.CJunty.org;> 

To: Malisa Pyles <clerk@watertowntownship.org ;> 

Thank you for you input Malisa, I will include this to the board during Ihelr review of the ordinance, 
Have a great rest of your day! 
(Oooted text hKldenJ 

Tue, Jan 14, 2020 at 10:45 AM 

Clayette A, Zechmeis ter 
Tuscota County Con troller/Administrator 
125 W lincoln St, Suite 500 
Caro. MI 48723 
zclay@tuscolacounty.org 
voice 989-672-371 0 
fa x 989-672-40 11 

Visit us Online for County SSfVices @ www.luscolacounty,org 

CONflDENTlAUTY NOTICE 
TbtJ InfonmltJon contilined in this communit;3ticm, im;lllding Mtt#ChlrHtnis" IsprlllU~ lind oon~tJMI. It is IntwflJINI only for the exdusln 
use of the itddressee. If the ~lIduofthis m~ ;s not the Inlf!ndlid NKip/Mt, you lire ~by notHhtd thllt any d/sumlnAtkm" distribution 
oroopylng ofthIs c:ommuniCdtion Is strictly prohibitf!d Ifyou h.H t'KeI!Ied tills commun lQtJon In wror. PlHS8 notify us by t~ 

Immedlll~. 

ht1ps:/fmail.google.oom/mailltJ/o')ik " 52cOOc24 1 8& view"'pt& !>earch=all&permthid=thread·f%3A 165571559290&494491 &slmpl=mso·t%3A16557155929 . . 1/1 

www.luscolacounty,org
mailto:zclay@tuscolacounty.org
mailto:clerk@watertowntownship.org
http:I.'ly@tLJsr.nl~r.CJunty.org
mailto:zclay@tusCOlacounty.org
mailto:clerk@watertowntownship.org
mailto:zclay@tuscolacounty.org


ClayetHt A, Z~chmei$ter 

Th~s if} regards to draft for the 1:;$[0Ie (OUf\ty Anima! Control Ordinance. 

Under Sect,on 7 or any orher s0ct;;bfl 01 th,s Oroir:-Joce would dead decr CiJ(asses removal 

be indud~d. Currently someone calis from Millington Township in regards to [hi;, issue, 1 

have ()fltattf:o the County ROQd Ccmm\$slon, 110wever they ~ta\e that the {DN R or EGLE) 

have irmruct€d the Cownty Road Commi;,lon just to be sure the dead carcass is off the 

road ano pushed iflto the ditch fjr O;llUra! dCCcmpO'iitjOli. 1hererore, would this proceoure 

th3i1ge for dead deer carcass? 

The Miilitlg!Oh lowo}hip (lOMO I'll!' meet an January 20, 20Z0, at ,hiS tiMe; will prestont 

Ilw; ordinance ior their rev'ew, If any 4odi{I(lflal questioos arise from ihis meeting i wiH 

forward tl'em to yeu" 

Thil(l~ You 

Tefry JOiles-

Superviser Miiilkiil(On TOH'\Sl1ip 



TUSCOLA COUNTY 

CONTROLLER/ADMINISTRATOR'S OFFICE 


Clayette A. Zechmeister , 25 IN LtI'IcoIn 5 ., Suol ll 500 Ttilllpr'lone 
Conuol~/Admln,s l ralOi Gille, MlC.hloen .!8723 e80-67' ·3700 
zdoy(lh.J!,COIacounly. olg 

December 30. 2019 

TO. All Township Clerk's, ~uperv.sors, Village Officia ls anti City OHlcials 

RE : Proposed Tuscola Counly Animal Conlrol Ordinance 

The Board of COmfW$SlCllerS a le seeking your input on our newly revised 
Proposed TlJscofa County Animal Control Ordinance. Please review and submit 
any questIOns or concerns 10 our office bye-mail or regulaf mail (address above) 
oy J8nt1ary 24. 2020. The commiSSioners would like to review your commenls 81 
It/eir Fuf( Board Meollng on January 30th. 2020 

Thank you 

RECEIVED 
JAN 0 7 ZOZl c-P 

MIlliNGTON llNP 

Visit us Online (or County Services @ www,fUsco lacoynrv,org' 



January 8'h, 2020 at 3:00 pm Received calf from Doug Kramer­

Kay/ton Township Supervisor 

Keep in contact with he might want to come in and talk to 

commissioners at the COW meeting on the 27'h be/ore the board takes 
action. 989-551-3806 

Concerns on the Animal Control Ordinance are: 

2.13 How many? 

2.22 Shelter (Cattle concerns in the field) 

3.3 Not clear if you have to have a Kennel License (what about local 

ordinances?) 

5.2 (f) Clarification of disposal (what about DNR on Dead deer disposal 

on side of road?) 

6.10 Housing again concerns about cattle 

7.1 "Properly Disposed of" better definition 

10 Kennels "Definition" How many dogs? local controll" with their 

ordinances? 



1/V2020 Tuscola County Mail- Proposed Tuscola County Animal Controt Ordinance 

Deborah Babich 
Tuscola County Finance Personnel Analyst 
125 W Lincoln Street. Sle. 500 
Care, ML 48723 
Work: 989-672-3268 
Fax: 989-672-4011 
E-Mail: dbabich@luscolacounly.org 

Visit us Online for County SefYices@ www.tuscolacounty.org 

CONFIDENTIAUTY NOTICE 

The Information contained In this communication, Including attachments, Is privileged and confidential. It Is Intended only for the exclusive 
use of the addressee. If the reader ofthis message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution 
or copying ofthis communication is strictly prohibited ifyou have received this communication in error. Please noti/'y us by telephone 
immediately. 

On Mon, Dec 30. 2019 at 12:27 PM Karen Varney <supervisor@wellstwp.org> wrote: 

For senior's price on license. what is the senior age? I have seen senior discounts for age 55, 60, 62 .. 

When someone applies for dog kennel license, will county know what township's have a dog kennel ordinance? 

On 2019/12/30 11:29 am, Debbie Babich wrote: 

Good Morning, 


The Board of Commissioners are seeking your input on our newly revised Proposed Tuscola County Animal Control 

Ordinance. Please review and submit any questions or concerns to our office bye-mail or regular mail (address below) 

by January 24, 2020. 


The commissioners would like to review your comments at their Full Board Meeting on January 30th, 2020. 


Thank you, 


Clayette A. Zechmelster 
Tuscola County Controller/Administrator 
125 W Lincoln SI. Suite 500 
Caro, MI 48723 
zclay@luscolacounty.org 
voice 989-672-3710 
fax 989-672-4011 

Visit us Online for County SefYices @ www.tuscolacounty.org 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE 
The Information ccntalned in this communication, indudlng attachments, is privileged and confidential. It Is Intended only for the 
exdusive u_ of the add~. If the reader of this message is not the intended redplen~ you iJre hereby notified that any dlssemini1tion, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited if you have received this communication in error. Please notify us by 
telephone immediately, 

https:llmail.googIe.com/mailluIO?ik=52cOOc2418&view=pt&search=all&permthid=lhread-f%3A 1654 3628677 53431912&dsql"1 &sfmpl .. msg-f%3A 16543. 213 
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http:www.tuscolacounty.org
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Government Relations and Legislative Representative Services 

The County of Tuscola (COT) is issuing t.his Request For Proposal (RFP) for one or more 
quali fied vendors (individuals andlor firms) to provide Stale of Michigan governme nt 
relations and legislative representation services ("lobbying") that promotes COT's 
interests before the State of Michigan legislature and State of Michigan executive branch 
in Lansing, MY. 
The work is needed in the following categories: 

1. The executive and legislative branches of the State. 
2. Business Leaders within the County of Tuscola and those that have an impact 
on me COT 

Background: 

Tuscola County is a resident iaJ community located in Lhe "Thumb" of Michigan , with a 

population approaching 52,764. The county was created by Michigan Law on Aprill) 

1R40 and authorized to establish its own govenunent in 1850. The COW1ty'S fiscal year 

begins on January ) 5( and ends on December 31 ~I. Further infonnation about Tuscola 

County can be obtained on the County 's website www.tuscoJacounly.orgor by contacting 

Clayette Zechmeister, County Controller/Administer, at 989-672-3700. 


Scope of Work: 

The Project consists of fumishing Conh'act Services to perform tJ1e work specified herein. 

The Contract Services sha lt include, but not be limited to the following disciplines or 

funct ions: 


1. To advise COT oflegislation or regulations being proposed or acted upon by 
the State of Michigan and Michigan government agencies with jurisdiction over 
the COT that may affect COT and its operations. 
2. Initiate, develop and/or enhance relationships between COT and the State of 
Michigan and Michigan govenune111 agencies with jurisdiction over COT. 
Coordinating and physica ll y accompanying COlUlty Contro ller/Administrator 
and/or COT Board Members on visits to Lansing, ALso, coordinating the 
scheduling of and physically accompanying other COT des ignated representatives 
on an as needed basis to conduct meetings with state House and Senate members 
and/or staff regarding issues relevant to COT. 
3. Must be a registered State of Michigan lobbyist or otherwise lawfully 
permitted to lobby on behalf of COT before state goveflunent, state government 
agencies with jurisdict ion over COT. 
4. Advise and consult with COT officia ls relati ve (0 the initiation, developmenL, 
management or enhancement of sU'ategic initiatives and brand-based issue 
advocacy. 

Due Date: 

Date: February 14,2020 

Time: 4:00 P.M. (Eastern Standard Time) 

Please note that bjds can be ma iled or delivered to : 


www.tuscoJacounly.orgor


County of Tuscola Contro ller! Administrator's Office 

125 W. Lincoln Street 


~I48723 
~tuscOlacounty.org 

All proposals must be submitted in a Sealed Envelope marked: "RFP· 
GOVERNMENTAL REPRESENTATION AND CONSULTING SERVICES" 

Minimum qualifications: 
The qualifled vendor(s) must demonstrate competency in providing the work at the state 
level by providing a list of curren! clients for whom they have performed similar work 
showing demonstrable detailed experience comparable to the scope of services 
specifically described for this solicitation. 

The proposer(s) must demonstrate that they, or the principals assigned \0 the project, have 
successfully performed the work in the Scope of Work section of this RFP by providing 
examples of similar work provided within the last 2 years. 

Address: 

County of Tuscola Control ler/Administrator's Office 

125 W. Lincoln Street 

Cara, MI 48723 


http:tuscOlacounty.org


BVP·L3·1 
C9·2019) 

OMB ConltO! No.: 0607·01 51 
Expllalion Dale. Il ·3()·2021 

January 2020 

Mr. Tom Bardwell 
Chairman 
Board of Commissioners 
125 W Lincoln $1 Sle 500 
Caro. M) 48723 

A Message from a' e DIrector. U.S. Census Bureau: 

UNtTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
U.S. Census Bureau 
OHic<e of thl! DmlCIO< 
Washington. DC 20233·0001 Ma~ Stop 7400 

Seqvence: 020BOO·OO1252 
BAS 10: 22615700000 

The U.S. Census Bureau is now conducting the Initial Soundary Validation Program (BVP) , The Initial BVP IS 
your opportunity, as the Highest Elected QH iciaL to review the Census Bureau's boundary dala to ensure the 
Census Bureau has the correct legal boundary, name. and status for your government. The Census Bureau 
uses this boundary information to tabulate data for the 2020 Census. 

The Initial BVP package includes an Inllial BVP torm and paper maps, or a CDIOVO containing maps, for your 
government. The maps ShOuld retlect the legal boundary for your government eHec!lve on January 1. 2020. 
Please review our depiction of your legal boundary for accuracy and return the completed 
Initial BVP form by March 1, 2020. Aelum Ihe compleled Inilial 8VP 'orm by email at 
<geo.bas@census gOY>, by fax (1·800·972-5652). or uSing the enclosed postage·paid envelope. 

The Initial BVP is conducled in parallel with the 2020 Boundary and Annexal ion SUlvey (BAS) . Your Sla.le 
par1icipales in a BAS state agreement, so your slate SAS contact is responsible for submitting updates to the 
BAS on behalf of you r government. If any information IS Incorrect , pfease work with your state BAS contact to 
submit corrections. Coniaci intormation lor your slate's BAS conlael is prinled below. II boundal)' updates are 
submitted to the BAS by March " 2020. you will have an additional opportunity to verify yOur governmenl 's 
boundaries prior to the tina I data tabulation for the 2020 Census. Changes received after March 1, 2020 will 
be used to cOHecllhe boundary. but we will not have sufficient lime 10 send you an updated map before linal 
data tabulations. 

State BAS Contact Information 

Our records indicate you r state BAS contact IS : 

Name' Mr. Timothy Lauxmann 
Posi ti on : Geodata Manager 
Department: MI Dept 01 Technology. Management, & Budget 
Mailing Address: 111 S Capita! Ave FI , 0 

LanSing. Mf 48933-1555 
Phone: 517·241-8840 
Email· !auxmannt @mlchigan.gov 

Please contact the Census Bureau with Questions about the BVP or BAS through email at 
<geo.bas @census.gov>, by phone at 1·800-972·5651, or visit our webs ite at . . 
<https:/lwww.census.gov!programs-sulVeysibaslinlormatiorv'bvp.htmb- . Thank you lor you r parl!clpnl.on 
In the Initial 6 VP. 

Enctosu res 

http:parl!clpnl.on
https:/lwww.census.gov!programs-sulVeysibaslinlormatiorv'bvp.htmb
mailto:geo.bas@census.gov
http:mlchigan.gov
mailto:geo.bas@census


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
fC)IW. 8 vP·Fl ·1 U.S. CensuS Bureau, ,1).1C-~1l1) 

OHIce 01 Ihe On6C1OlOMS Control No' 0607-0151 
EXPUflllOI"I Data 11 -3O·m21 WashlOglon. DC 20233·0001 Mail Stop 7400 

BAS 10 : 22615700000 
Sequence: 020800-00 1252 1111 1111111111111111111111 11111111 

2020 Initial Boundary Validation Program IBVP) 

The U.S. Census Bureau IS now conducting the In itial SVP. The Initial BVP is your opportunity. as Ihe Tribal 
Chair (TC}/H ighesl Elected OHicial (HEO), 10 review and ensure the Census Bureau's boundary dala lor your 
government is accurate. The enclosed paper maps or maps on the CO/OVO should reltect Ihe legal boundary 
for your government effective on January I , 2020. 

Please review the maps for accuracy, then complete and return this form to the Census 
Bureau by March 1, 2020. (Please check a box Sign be/ow ff the boundary IS correct.) 

o The legal boundary for our go·..,ernment is correct. (Please sign below.) 

o The legal boundary for our government is HOT correct. 

1, <IS lhe Tflbal Cha ir/Highest Elected OHicial. verily Iha l the boundary lor our governmen tal unIt is 
correct. 
Signature: _________________________ _________.__________________________ 

Print Name: _ ___ _ _ ___ _________ _ ______ ____ _ _ _ 

Date: _ ___ ___ _ _ 

Tribal Reservation/Government Name: -,T~usco"",~I .,--_ _ _ _ _____ State: -"M~I _ _ _ 

If the Census Bureau 's boundary is incorrect. please work with your Boundary and Annexation Survey (BAS) 
contact to submit corrections through the BAS program. Information for your BAS contact IS found on the cover 
leUer in this package. 

Please review and correCI the contact inlormalion printed below. Our reCords indicale the TCiHEO contact is: 

Name: Mr. Tom Bardwell 
Position : Chai rman 
Department: Board of Commissioners 
Mailing Address: 125 W Lincoln SI Sle 500 

Caro. MI 48723 
Phone: 989·672 ·3700 
Email: tbardwell@tuscClacounty.org 

Form retu," options: 

Email; Fax: Mail: 
Scan and en1aillhe completed Fax the completed form 10 Use the prOVided postage-paid 
form 10 , ·800-97z"S652 envelope to mall the compleled 
<geo.bas@census.gov>. form to 

U.S. Census Bureau 
National Processing Cenh" 
Attn: BVP Returns, Bldg. 63E 
1201 East 10th Street 
Jleffersonvllle, IN 47132 

("t.n$U s .~o\· 

mailto:geo.bas@census.gov
mailto:tbardwell@tuscClacounty.org


We estimate tha t completing this program will take a tolal 01 2 hours on average. Send comments regarding this burden 
estImate or any other aspect of thIs collection 01 Inlormahon, Includmg suggestions tor reduCIng thIs burden. to 
<£eo.bas@census.gov>. This collection has been approved by the Olfice of Management and Budget (0 ...·16). The eight 
dIgit OMS approval number thai appears at the upper left of the letter conlmns tll is approval. II this number were not 
displayed, we could not conduct this sUf'\'ey. The Census Bureau conducts this prog ram under the legal authonty of the 
Title 13 U.S. Code, Section 6. 

mailto:eo.bas@census.gov


Boundary Validation 
Program 

What is the 2020 Boundary 
Validation Program (BVP)? 
The BVP provides Trib al Chairs (Tes) and 
Highest Elec ted O ff icials (HEOs) of eligible tribal, 
state, and loc al g overn m ents a f ina l oppor tun ity to 
ensure the U.S. Census Bureau has the co rrect 
legal boundary. name and status for t heir 
gover nment. The Census Bureau w ill use this 
Information to tabulate data for the 2020 Census. 

The BVP validates the creation, dissolution, and changes 
in boundaries for: 

A ll federally recog nized tribes wi th reservations and/or off-reservation trust land. 
A ll o"lc t ively func tioni ng counties o r co unty eq uiva lents. 
Incorpor<l ted places (inc luding consolidated d ties). 
A ll functioning minor civil diviSIOns. 
,"1 unici p ics. barnos, barno-pueblos and subbarnos ,n Puerto Rlco_ 

How does the BVP relate to Boundary and Annexation Survey (BAS)? 

The 8VP is conducted every (1 0) years to provide TC s and HEOs the opportun ity to 

review the boundary d~ta collec ted during the BAS. The p rogram IS adm inistered in two 

phases ( Init ial 6VP and Fina l 8 VP) and runs in parallel with the 2020 BAS. rcs and 

HEOs will receive 6 VP m atenals ap prO)(lmate ly (2) weeks ~fte r the BAS contact 

receives the 2020 BAS annual response e-mail o r letter. Thi s provides TCs and HEOs an 

opportunit y to review their l eg~1 boundary to verdy or p rov ide corrections prior to the 

2020 Census. If b oundary corrections are required. Tes and HEOs are instructed to 

work with their BAS conract to provide updates through the 2020 BAS. 


How does the BVP benefit you? 

The U.s. Census Bureau uses lega l boundari es collected through the BAS to tabulate 

dati> for the 2020 Cens us. 


Res po l~ding to t he BV P ensu res t h(l t tri bal. stat e, and local governm ents have the most 

accurate boundary data ava ilable fo' the tabu lation o f the 2020 Cens us housing and 

populat ion count s. This data IS the base for on going p rog rams such as the American 

Comm unit y Survey and Populat ion Estimat es Program. Government agencies and 

ot her groups use this tabula.ted data to allocate $675 bil lion of governmen t funds to 

communit ies across t he country_ l egal boundar y data is also made publicly available 

and is used by federal agencies, researcher s, and the public. 

~ trlpodIICI ac:cum. 
.... .c.:tI.dncIy........ 
QUdfJ fl ilt h yourCCftVfILI'IIy,­

U.S. Department of Commerce 
u.s. CENSUS BUREAU 

census.gov 

What Is the Boundary and 
Annexation Survey (BAS)? 
Every year. the Census Bureau 

conducts the BAS to collect 

infotmat lon about.s.ieeted 

legally defined geographic areas. 
The BAS Invltes9evemme"ts to 
report official name cha~. 
(dis) incorporations. and 
(de) annexations. Governments 
can also update boundaries. 
features, and landmarks for: 

• 	Feder,lly recognized tribes with 

reservations or off-reservation 
trust land•. 

• Clties, towns. boroughs. and 
villages ( Incorporated Qlaces). 

• 	Townships and towns (minor 
civil d ivisions). 

• 	Counties (or county 

equivalents). 


• 	Consolidated cities. 
• 	Roads and other applicable 

features. 

Contact Information 
E·mall Add ..", 

geo.basOcensus.gov 


Phone Num~r: 1~OO-972-5651 

We b olle: 

httf/$://I«W'lI.t;,m,us.gov 

/ptOSilra~rvey5/bas/information 
Ibvp.html 

C9J)l!ect with us 
~aSe~nsusbureau 

http:httf/$://I�W'lI.t;,m,us.gov
http:geo.basOcensus.gov
http:census.gov
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How to participate? 
The BVP IS conducted in two phases, !ni1ia!J3Y.E and f inal ayp' Dur ing 
each of these p hases, res and HEOs dre instructed to .....'ork with their BAS 
contact to review and update their government"s boundary, name. and status 
Informat ion. Tes and HEOs do nOI need to register to partiC ipate in evp The 
materials Vl ill be p rovid ed automat ically. 

Initial BVP 
The Imt lal BVP matenals include an Initial BVP letter, ferm. and paoer maps or a 
CD/DVD con taining PDF maps. The maps Should reflect the legal boundary for the 
government effective on January I, 2020. resand HEQ-s are Instructed to rev iew the 
Census Bureau's dep'le tian of the legal boundar)! for accuracy and to return the 
complet ed kullal BVP form by Ma rch 1. 2020 

If II"',e Informat ion is '::OHE'ct. no fur ther ac t ion is requi red 

If any information IS Inconect. rcs and HEOs shou ld work wi th their BAS contact te 

submit co rrect ions through the 2020 BAS. If bou ndary updates al e Submitted to t he 

BAS by March 1. 2020. r cs and HEOs witt have an additional oppor tunit y to venty t tle lr 

government's boundary pnor to f inal data tabulation for the 2020 Census Cha nges 

received after March 1, 2020 wilt b e used 1.0 correc t the boundary. but the re w ill not be 

suHlcient time to send upda ted maps be fore f lnC'lI d ata tabulations for the 2020 Census 


Final BVP 

The Fi nal BVP orovldes an opportun it y for Tes li nd HEOs to review recent boundary 

lIpd<ltes provid ed through the 2020 BA S. Only govemments thilt repofl ed co rrect ions 

to the 2020 BAS all or before March 1. 2020 w ill rece ive Final BVP mater ials. The Fillal 

BVP motena ls Incluc e a FII'I.e1 BVP lettN. form. ar.d .a paper map or map in de.x ~heet. 


The maps should reflect the lega l boundary for the government effective on January 1. 

2020. Tes and HEOs are inst ruc ted to review the Census Bureau's depict ion o f the legal 

boundary for acc ur acy and to return the com Dieted Fillal SVP within fl ye (5) business 

days, 


If the bou ndary IS correct. no further action IS required , 

If any Information IS inco rre ct . Tes an d HEOs shou ld work With thei r BAS co ntact 
to submit co rrect ions. w ithi n five (S) busmess days of receipt of materl.:l ls. 

Responding with boundary updates is easy. 
The Census Bureau pro';ldes mult iple free. user-fflendly m et hods for \he BAS cont ~ct 
to repor t boundary corrections t llrough participation in BAS. 

Daper opt ion: PartiCipants can reauest ~ree paper maps ~nd annotation 
mater,al s frOm the BA S Web s,le 

3asjc d'g!tal PDttOn: The Geographic Update Pa rtnership Soh ware (GuP$) 
IS a free. custo mized Geog raphic In formation Syst ems (GIS) tool. It was 
speCi fica lly developed to r people who do not have geographic t rai ning or are 
not experienced GIS users. Please note that the GUPS option Will not be 
available to report bouncary u pdates during the Final BVP p hase. 

Adyanced dlg jtal o p tlOD· Experienced GIS usels have the OPPortunity to 
download sllapefi les from tile BAS Web s)l e and make updtlles us,ng their 
own GIS sottwClre (e.g.. ArcGIS). 

Version I. 10/09/,<'019 
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Sc:hedule 
• January 1. 2020-legal boundary 

updates must be in effect on or 
before this date to be included in 
the 2020 Census_ 

• January 202o-BAS and Initia l 

BVP materials will be mailed. 


• 	March 1. 2020-Boundary 
updates submitted by this date 
will receive Final BVP materials 
to provide governments en 
opportunity to confirm that the 
correct legal boundary is used 
for 2020 Census data 
tabulations. 

May 31. 2020-Boundary 
updates sent by thisdate will 
bo reflected In the 2020 
Census. 

• 	June 2020-Final BVP materials 
will be mailed. PMttcipants have 
until July 2020 to respond with 
updates or approval of the legal 
boundaries. 

http:FII'I.e1


Actual and Projected County General Fund Wind Turbine Revenue 
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Actual and Projected Total 18 Year County Government Wind Turbine Revenue 
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Projected County Wind Turbine Revenue 

Alternative 1 Optimistic Alternative 2 Middle Alternative 3 Pessmistic 
Special Special Special 

Year General Fund Revenue Total General fund Revenue Total Gener.J1 fund Revenue Total 
fund s funds Funds 

20 13 $383,162 $448,153 $831,315 $383, 162 $448,153 $831,315 $38],152 $448,153 $831,315 

2014 $721,1 21 $659,199 $1,380,320 $721,121 $659,199 $1,380,320 $721,121 $659,199 $1,380,320 

2015 $1,127,177 $1,079,343 $2,206,520 $U27,177 $1,079,343 $2,206,520 $1,127,177 $1,079,343 $2,206,520 

2016 $1,042';18 $1,024,912 $2,067,430 $1,042,518 $1,024,912 $2,067,430 $1,04 2,518 $1,024,912 $2,067,430 

2017 $97S,701 $1,096,327 $2,072,028 $975,701 $1,096,327 $2,072,028 $975,701 $1,096,327 $2,072,028 

2018 $1,076.4 13 51.209,490 52,285,903 $1,076,413 $1,209,490 $2,285,903 51.076,413 $1,209,490 $2,28$,903 

2019 51';45,045 51.736,059 $3,281,104 5977,985 $1,098,893 52,076,878 5971,985 $ 1,098,893 $2,076,878 

2020 $1,702,493 51,912,972 $3,615,465 $1,180,406 51,326,3>l0 $2,506,746 $900,915 $1,012,295 51,913,210 

2021 $1,567,461 $l.761,246 $3,328,707 51,090,840 $1,225,700 52,316,540 $834,128 59:H, 251 $1,771,379 

2022 $1,458,066 51,638,326 53,096,392 51,005,605 $1,129,928 $2,135,533 $771,930 $867,364 $1,639,294 

2023 $1,370,150 $1,539,542 $2,909,692 $937,262 $1,053,136 $1,990,398 $715,494 5803,950 $1,519,444 

2024 $1,272,066 $1,429,331 $2,701,397 $877,073 $985,505 $1,862,578 $664,859 $747,056 $1,411,915 

2025 $1,172,600 51,317,569 $2,490,169 $807,882 $907,761 $1,715,643 $614,466 $690,657 $1,305,123 

2026 $1,069,185 51,20l.368 $2,270553 $731.660 $822,115 $1.553,775 $553,514 $621,945 5 1,175,459 

2027 5979,127 $ 1,100,289 $2,079,$16 $668,354 $750,982 $ 1,4 19,336 $503,689 5565,961 51,069,650 

2028 $908,270 $ 1,Q20,559 51,928,829 5624,541 $701 ,753 $ 1,326,294 $473,214 $531 ,718 $1,004,932 

2029 5870,324 $977,922 $1,848,246 $598,477 $&72,467 $1,270,944 $460,748 $51 7,708 $978,456 

2030 $836,936 $940,406 $1,777,342 $584,614 $656,890 $1,241,504 $452,599 $508,554 $961,153 

18 Year 
$1O.on,915 fU......13 $42.11C1,928 ~$,CIO,m .$SUA"" $3t,21U8S $11,2.4'_ $1-_176 ~-Total --­-



112312020 Tuscola Covnty Mail- Hearing held. bul l"\O yote taken. on S8 46. bill amending Ger.eral Propeny Tax 10 specify method for eslab~shir.g Ir. . 

• Claye"e Zechmeislef <zclay@luscolacounty.Ofg:> 
Tuscola County 

Hearing held, but no vote taken, on 5846, bill amending General Property Tax to specify 
method for establishing true cash value of wind energy systems 

Jean Doss <JdOss@capitolservices.org:> Thu, Jan 23. 2020 at 8:51 AM 

To: Mark Jensen <mjensen@tuscolacounty.org:> 

Cc: Clayetta Zechmeister <zclay@tuscolacounty.OIg>. Thomas Bardwell <tbardwell@lusCOlacounty.org:>. Kim Vaughan 

<kvaughan@tusCOIacounty.org>, Ben BOdkin <bbodkin@capilolservices.Ofg> 


Commissioner Jensen: 
Thank you so much for this background· irs very helpful! 

As you know from watching the live stream of yesterday's Senate Finance Committee Hearing, the Committee 
took testimony on SB 46 (sponsored by Sen. Curt VanderWall). but no vote was taken. I am told that no vote is 
planned in the immediate future, as committee members are still studying the issue and the bill. There were a 
number of individuals and groups that attended the hearing and submitted cards indicating they wished to 
speak but time ran out. This included TuscOla ISO Superintendent Gene Pierce. 

As you know, the bill would amend the General Property Tax Act to specify that the true cash value of a wind 
energy system would be the sum of its original (historical) installed cost multiplied by an applicable multiplier, 
plus the value of specified property interests. I've attached the most recent Senate Fiscal Agency analysis of 
the bill. 

I spoke with one of the lead lobbyists for the MREC Coalition, Andrew Richner, and told him that I have 
represented Tuscola County since April , and at least in the near term, will be monitoring issues of interest to the 
county, such as SB 46. We didn't have a chance to talk at length but I will follow up with him later (this week or 
next). 

Again, I appreciate you sharing this info and background on Tuscola County's interest in SB 46. 

One last thing : J have come to treat Clayette, Chairman Bardwell and Commissioner Vaughan as my unofficial 
'legislative team' during the fight for a new hospital at the Caro Center. That is why I am copying them on emails 
like this one, I will add you to that team , AI some point, if our firm continues to represent Tuscola in Lansing, r 
ask who should be my main contact for these kinds of emails; for example, if Clayelte should receive my emails 
and then forw-ard to the whole Commission or to a particular committee of the Commission. I will fOllOW-Up with 
Clayelte on this question. 

In any event, I will stay in touch on this and other legislative items! 

Thank you, 

Jean 

https:/lmaiLgoogle.com/I'I'ICIlVulO?ik;52cOOc24 1 B&",iew=pt& search=all&permmsgld"msg-I%3A1656S27246394040056&simpt=msg.f%3A 165652 72463 .. 115 

https:/lmaiLgoogle.com/I'I'ICIlVulO?ik;52cOOc24
mailto:bbodkin@capilolservices.Ofg
mailto:kvaughan@tusCOIacounty.org
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mailto:mjensen@tuscolacounty.org
mailto:JdOss@capitolservices.org
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SENATE BILL NO. 46 

JanuaI)' 22, 20J9, lnlToduced by Senator VANDERWALL and referred 10 the Comn::lttee on 
Finance. 

{\ bill to amend la9] PA 206, el~tltl61d 


"'.:'he general property tax act," 


by anend':Iig sec~;io() 27 (l'lC.'.. 2li ,27) I as amended by 2C:'3 Pfl. 162. 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT: 

1 Sec_ 27. (1) As used i~ this 6~L. "true cash vslue" means the 

2 :lsllal sel=-ing p~ice a~ ~~H~ pL~cii:' wher:: :>,e pro;':+)lty ~o '4i1::.ch the 

3 tern:'$ a?p::'ied is <;It the t:UI',€, of h.2S0$Sffient, ':>8::';)(J _hE' price that 

4 cod:3 be obtained for the prope:::-',:;l at private se::'e, an::i nnt at 

5 auction s~le excep:; as o:-hervise provide;) ::'0 ::his section, 0;: at 

JHt~ 50132:2'19 
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2 

1 forced sa le. The usua l selling pr i ce ma y incl ude sales a t publ i c 

2 auction held by a nongovernmenta l agency or person if those sales 

3 have become a c ommon method of acquisition in the j ur isdicti o n for 

4 the class o f pr opert y being valued. The usual selling price does 

5 not include sal es a t public auction i f the sale is part of a 

6 liquidation of the seller ' s assets i n a bankruptcy proceeding o r i f 

7 the seller is unable to use common marke t ing techniques to obtain 

a the usua l se ll ing price f or the property. A sale or other 

9 disposition by this s t at e or an agency o r political s ubdivision af 

10 t his state of land acquired for delinquent taxes or an apprai sal 

1 1 made in connec tion with the sale or other d isp os it ion or t h e value 

12 a t t ributed to the property of r e gulated public ut ili tie s by a 

13 gov ernmental reg u la tory agency for rate-making purposes is not 

1 4 controlllng evidence of true cc.sh value for assessment fJuqJO~ t!s. I n 

15 determining the true c ash va lue, t he assessor s h ~l l also consider 

16 the a dvan tages and disadvantages o f location; qu~li ty c f soil; 

17 zoning; e xisti ng use ; F resent economic income of structures , 

1 8 i ncluding f arm s truc tu r e s; present economic i ncome of land if the 

19 land is being f a rmed or c tr.e rwise put to income p rodUC ing use; 

20 qua n tity and va l ue of st anding timbe r ; wa ter power and p r ivileges: 

21 minerals, qu a rries , o r other valuable depos its n o t otherwise exempt 

22 under this act known t o be available in the l a nd and t heir value. 

23 In determi n ing the t ru e c a sh valUe o f pe rsonal p r operty owned by an 

2 4 electric ut ilit y cooper a t ive , the a sse ssor s ha ll consider the 

25 number of kilowatt hours o f e l ectricity sold per mi l e of 

26 di stribu tion line compared to t he average number of k il o wa tt hours 

27 of ele ctrici t y sold per mile of d~stribution line for all e l ectr i c 

28 ut ilities . 

29 (2) The assess o r shall not cons i der t he i ncrease in true cash 

5013 22'19JHM 
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3 p:cp'A::_y fer assessme::;:: Vlrpcses :.;t',L_l :::::'e p:operty .is so,;:I For 

-4 ::,12 ;C1:!-POS(2 of :':n?le3ent:':1g this subsec:ion, ;:;--,e aSS0SSO-\:­ shi<:l r.ct 

increase the co:)str'Jction quality cl.:tssification 0: reddc0 'Coo 

6 effectlve &g-0 for depreciaUl1n purposes, except if the appraisal of 

7 the p:cope::::y '-.'as error.eo:)s before nOl1consicieration of ""he normal 

8 rephl:, replaCtmer.t, 0: rr,;3iLtJ~,:,ar;ce, a::d shall not ass:gr: an 

9 eCO:1Oll'ac cO;J\':iit.icr; fact::.: tc !".:)(':! property ,.1:2:: di£::er5 from the 

E'conom5 c c()ndi t lon f .;IctOF <;! $;;': igned to simi 1 ,'11' P=OP<;;L;;' ies as clef i ned 

11 by appraisal proc-eduxes ¢pplied in the jurisdiction. Tile _increase 

12 ln value attribu::ab10 to the items in.::ludec: in subdivisions \a) to 

13 (0; that is kno"m to the assessor and e;'Icludc.d :Cram true cash val\J€ 

14 shall bF':: ir.dicated on tb", eSS€SSffi>?nt :::0:'1. This $Lbs€ct:'or; applies 

on;.y to residenrial p·opert..y, 'thc fo110-",i('9 repairs are considered 

16 normal maintcr.2.rlce i_f they arc not pert of a structD:tal addition or 

17 completicr,; 

1,8 {cl) Cutsidee pai:')tir:g" 

sidewalks, or drives. 

21 (c) :Repa inting, repai r lDg, or replacing exis ~in9 maso:!r y. 

22 {d} Replacing awnings. 

23 {e: Adding or replacing qut~ers aLd downspouts, 

24 (:') R<;plac.:..ng stone wi:Jdow$ or doors. 

(g) _r.sG:ati:1q 0.:: \'H,"_a::,erstri;:ping, 

26 ~h) Complete rewiring. 

27 (1) acing plumb:-..ng and llght fixtures. 

'28 

801322' 19 



5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

, 

1 (x ) Repairing plas t er, ins i de painting, o r other redecorating. 

2 (I) New ce ili ng . wa ll, o r floor surfacing. 

3 (m) Removing parti tions to enlarge rooms. 

4 (n) Replacing an a utoma t ic hot water heater. 

(0 ) Replacing dated interior woodwork. 

6 (3) A c ity or township assesso=. a county equaliza t ion 

7 department, or the s tate tax co mmi ssion before ut ili~ ing real 

8 estate sales data on r eal p rope rty purchases, including purcha s es 

9 by land con tra c t, to determine assessments o r in making sa les rat i o 

studies to assess propert y or equalize assessments s ha ll exc lude 

11 fr om the s ales da ta the following amounts allowed b y subdivisions 

12 (a ) J (b), a nd (e) to the extent that the amounts are i ncluded in 

13 the real proper ty purchase price a nd are so identified in the real 

14 es t a t e ~ales data or certified to the assessor as provided in 

subdiv is ion Id): 

16 la ) Amou nts paid for obtaining financing of t he purchase price 

17 of the p roperty or the last cor.veyance of the proper ty . 

18 Ie) Amou n t s attributable to pers cna l pro~erty t he t were 

19 included in the pu r chase price of the property in the last 

conve yance of t he prope rty. 

21 (c ) Amoun t s paid for surveying the property pursuant to the 

22 las t conveyance of the property. The legis l ature may require loca l 

23 units of government, inc l uding school distric ts, t o submit reports 

24 of revenue lost under subdiv i sions (a) and (b) and this subdivision 

so that the state may reimburs e thos e units f o r that lost revenue . 

26 (d) The purchaser o f real property, including a purchaser by 

27 land cont ract, may file with the assessor of the city or township 

28 ~n whi ch t he property is located 2 copies of the purchase agreement 

29 or of an aff~davit that identi f ies the amount, if any, for each 

JHM 501322'19 
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1 itEm listed .'in subdivision;; 12i) to Ie; One copy shall be forwarded 

2 the assessor to the cotlnty equaliz",:lCll clepax:tment. The 

3 afL;dev~t shal: :::8 p::escrlbed by the e'::6te tax cC:nn'.iseio:1 . 

i3.gt:::,c)Jltc_~al rea': property uncle;, s0C';;.ion 34c, ar. asses.:;Ot end 

'6 equaLzabon director shall determine if dO affidavit :EO): the 

7 has bee:! !:iled ',md.'H secticr: 27a(7) (n). 27a(7)(o).:i:f in) 

8 af:fidevJ:. has :1;)t b~3er; fi':"ed, :;1<2 prop(-:rty sheil be reviewed to 

9 di?::e:rITLn.a:'£ cl.assificaticL as agrlz-Gl·.<..:~-0.-=- r>=~':" p:::'ope:::-:y ur.der 

3"'Ct;.(1) 34c is C02:"rect or should be changed. The assessor for tre 

11 local tax collecting unit 'in wlHch the property IS located shall 

12 contact the property ow;;er t,) d·/;;.;-~-mi;;e vhy the prope:::ty cw:",p:r a.:.d 

13 T;Gt L:e an afLdaVlt under sectHi7; 2';;la rn (TIl" 27.. PHo}, Unless 

14 the:::e iHE co::wir:c:"_g facts to ::he ccr:tra:::y, ::.he sa:'"" oJ; p:ope:::ty 

classified as agr_:ci)1t~::al ::e-el prope::ty 0r.Oe-r­ sect_io:! 34c fo::: 

16 which ar; affidavit ;lr.dc: scct.icln ~,')(".-) in) 2'7a(7} (0) has not beer, 

• 

{5) As usee :.:;: sc;bsectio'l (1;, "prese:"t eccr;c:nic .lr:ccme" mca!"::::; 

e:.:onorlC .;;:2turn .:-ealized from the leas!? 0':: :rer:tal of p:ope::ty 

21 negG.tiated under current, contcmporery conditions between 

22 equaLy kno:vledgeable aCId far::iliar with real estate values. The 

23 a:::tucll LrOOll:9 genera'::ed by tbe ::ease 0-::: rcr-tal of property is not 

24 the control1:..r-_9 indicator of -its t:r.Je cas:' value in all cases. Th~s 

s'.)bsoct Lon do~s DDt ap;:;ly to property subjec:, t.o a lease er;:erl0d 

26 into beforl0 January 1, 1984 £01;­ whiC!l the terms of the lease 

27 governing the rer:ta2. :;:,&·~e or tax liabili::y !lave r.o': bC()!1 

2B rer.890";jflted a.'::te-.::­ Decenj;..;;t 31, 1?33. T!)i5 s"..lbssc::ioo does :lot 

29 (1?1'11' '::.0 a :l3np::-::;.=:.t :';)OIsing coop0raUvo; subJec:: ::0 rogu1",,:o1'Y 
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1 agreements between the state or federal governmer.t entered in to 

2 before January 1, 1984, As used in this subsection , "nonprofi t 

3 coopeLative housing corporation " mea ns a nonprofit cooperative 

4 housing corporation that is engaged in providing housing services 

5 to its stockholders and members a nd that does not pay dividends or 

6 in tere s t upon stock o r me mbers hip i nvestment but that does 

7 distribute all earnings to its stockholders or members. 

8 (6) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (7), the 

9 purchase price p aid in a transfer of prope rt y is not the 

10 pres ump tive t rue cash value of t he property transfe r red. In 

11 de t ermining the true cash val ue of transferred prope r ty, an 

12 assessing officer sha l l assess t_ ha t property using the same 

13 va l ua t ion method used to value all other property o f that same 

1 4 classification in the asseSSing jurisdict ion. As used 1n this 

1 5 subsection and subsection (7 ) , "purchas e price" mean s the tota l 

1 6 consideration agreed to in an arms - length t ransaction and nct at a 

1 i forced sale pa id by the purchaSEr of th€ property, stated in 

18 dollars , whe t r.er or no t paid in dollars. 

19 (7) The purchase price paid in a trans f e r of eligib le 

20 nonprofit housi ng proper t y from a charit able no nprofit housing 

21 organization to a low- income person that occurs after Decembe r 31 , 

22 2010 is the presumptive true cash value of the e ligib le nonpro fit 

23 housing property transferred . In the year i mmediately succeeding 

24 the year in which the transfer of eligible nonprofit ho usi ng 

25 p roperty occu es and each year thereafter, the taxable value of the 

2 6 eligible nonprofit housing property shall be adjuste d as provided 

21 under section 27a. As used in this subsect i on: 

28 (a ) "Charitable nonprofit housing orga nization" means a 

29 cha ritable nonprofit organiza t ion t he primary purpose of which is 

J HM 501322 '1 9 
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1 the cons:.ruct;;.. on or rercvatlcr. of '"-""7siO:€.n::i;;;.l nO:.1sing for 

2 corv\,<yance to a loltl-income pe.:csQIl, 

3 (bj "El,;.y:~b:e ncrprofi: );O\.1sj(;g p:::ope!"::y" «.ears !)!:operty OW;10d 

4 by a c::0:::itable nonprofit (>:r<,:ar;:i7at:lon, the of 

.5 ;..;t.leh the cha::ltab:"e :')onptC':l:: bOljsirs" 0::gil:,.':22.::ion intOf'.ds to 

6 

7 

a (Of "Fam.:.ly­ ir:coru.'" ard "statewide aed.la;; gross income" rr;e~t1 

9 t.r.Qse Lerr,3 ¢IS deflr.ed in s€c:;ict; 11 of thE state ;-,cclsinG" 

10 de:v01cpmen a".j:hor=-ty act 0= iSH, 19<56 H, 346, t-:CL 125.1411. 

11 len "LOw-Hlcome pEerson" DlEcns {1 person w.:.th 2. [ami,,)! ,income of 

12 ::ct .liore th'Hl GCit of ,:hc ste.%ew:'de ffic:c:is;', '!J:O$S ir:ccm;s ..I-'.c is 

13 eli9Jble to P6::ticjpate in J:he charitable nonp:rof.!t housing 

c, za::io;;':s progra:n baseci or: c.;::.teria establi.sftcQ by tho 

15 chaLtab}·e nonp,:"ofit h'Ousir:g or:<;aniza~'on. 

16 (2) Fer P\.1:q;QS€S cf a sr:aLf:'.ment 5'Jcmic:ted 1J;1Cier section 19, 

1? t:v;~ true C2;.sh val'Je of a standard teol is tr.e :let. beok value 0:' 

1$ that star.dard tool 6S 'Of Decembe.r 3J _tn €E.Cr, tax 'lear as det€rmlneci 

19 :.lsin;;: ger::e.r.;:~ly acce~;tec ih":cour.t.:lng ;:rinc':"ples lfl a rr,ann()r 

20 conslstent with the e.stabJi5hed ciepreciation method used by t:ne 

21 pers;:::; sl..lb:nL::ting tr:at statemer:t .:;:1': net book value of a standard 

2:2 tool fOr federal lDcome tax pcrposes i::; not the presumptive true 

23 c",sh va':":;s cf tnat. s::andard tool. As used in thl$ subsection, 

24 "$\;'l.ndard too:" ry"jea,~s c;,hat terre as defi:12d in sec,:icn 9b. 

2S {S) For purposes of a statement submitted under sect~on 19, 

2:6 the true cash value of a wind energy system is the sum of its 

27 original (historical) installed cost multiplied by the applicable 

28 multiplier, plus the value of any applicable easements, rights-of­

29 way, or leasehold interests prorated per megawatt for each wipd 
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1 turbine , but not leas than $29,067 . 00 per megawatt . As used in this 

2 subsection : 

J (a) "Applicablo multiplier" means 1 of the fOllowing : 

4 (i) For each wind energy system reported , a mul tiplier se t 

forth in a table of multipliers adopted by the state tax commission 

6 on or before November 30 , 2019 based on the following Assumptions: 

7 (A) The average service life of a wind energy sys tem is a t 

8 least 30 years . 

9 (B) The appropriate multiplier for the year immediately 

succQeding completed installation of a wind energy system is 1 . 0 ; 

11 for each year that passes thereafter , the appropriate reduction of 

12 the multiplier must not exceed 0 . 04 ; and , no matter how many years 

13 pass after installation , the multiplier must be at least 0 . 4 until 

14 the wind energy system is physically ramoved . 

(C) No adjustments to multipliers arQ to bQ made for tax or 

16 other governmental incentives . 

17 (ii) If the state tax commission fails to adopt the multipli~r 

18 table described in subparagraph (i) on o r before November 30, 2019 , 

19 for each wind energy systQm reportRd , a multiplier se t forth in a 

table that the state tax commission shall adopt on or before 

21 December 31 , 2019 based o n the following assumptions : 

22 (AI The average service life of a wind energy system is at 

23 least 30 years . 

24 (8) the appropriate multiplier for the year Lmmediately 

succeeding completed installation of a wind energy sys tem is 1 .0 ; 

26 for each year thAt passes thereafter , the appropriAte reductio n of 

27 the multiplier is 0 . 04 ; and, once the multiplier for a wind energy 

28 system i s reduced to 0 . 4 , it remains 0 . 4 for all s ubsequent YRars 

29 until the wind energy systom is physically removed . 
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1 Ie) No adj~stment$ to multipliers are to be made f or tax or 

2 other governmental incentives. 

3 Cb) "Original (historical) installed cost" trWiiIans the original 

4 cost ne w of all site improvements in the year incurred reported in 

a ccordance with the asset recording methods required under 

6 generally accept~d accounting principles , including , but not 

7 limited to , those costs described in subparagraphs (;) and ( ii) , and 

8 subject to subparagraph (iii), as follows : 

9 (i) Direct costs, including, but not limited to, costs of 

installation . equipment, materials , and labor; costs of the rotor, 

11 drive train , tower , controls, electric interface , and tower 

12 foundation ; costs of all land improvements other than buildings, 

13 including. but not limited to, ro~ds and fenc.a; costs of computer 

14 equipment and comrnunic~tion facilities ; and the contractor's profit 

requ i red to construct the wind energy system . 

16 (ij) Indirect costs , including, but not li.mited to, 

11 administrative costs, overhead, freight , wind studie3, and 

18 professional fllles; financing coats, includi ng interttst paid on 

19 construction loans: taxes , including sales tAX ; and the builder'S 

or developer' s all-risk insurance during construction. 

21 (iii) Costs under t..his subdivision shall be detarmined without 

22 adjustment for purchase-method, fresh-start , or puSh-down 

23 accounting and without reduction for the value of any tax or other 

24 governmental incentives. 

(c) "Wind energy system" maans that term as defined in section 

26 8 (I) 
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