
TUSCOLA COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

MEETING AGENDA 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2017 - 8,00 A.M. 

H. H. PURDY BUILDING BOARD ROOM 
125 W. Lincoln Street 

Carol MI 

125 w. Lincoln Street Phone: 989-672-3 700 
Caro, Ml 48723 Fax: 989·672-4011 

8:00 A.M. Call to Order - Chairperson Bardwell 
Prayer - Rev. Dr. Jason Garwood. Colwood Church 
Pledge of Allegiance - Commissioner Young 
Roll Call - Clerk Fening 
Adoption of Agenda 
Action on Previous Meeting Minutes (See Correspondence #1) 
Brief Public Comment Period for Agenda Items Only 
Consent Agenda Resolution (None) 
New Business 

-Closed Session to Consider an Opinion from the 
County Lawyer 8:00 a.m. 

-Chris Olson-Caro City Manager 
-Resolution Celebrating 1251h Anniversary of the Richville Fire 

Department (See Correspondence #2) 
-Update Regarding Potential Dental Clinic (See Correspondence #3) 
-Vassar EDCfTlF (See Correspondence #4) 
-Vanderbilt Park Update (See Correspondence #5) 
-Cyber Security Update and Cyber Incident Response Plan (See 

Correspondence #6) 
-Legal Maners Regarding Prayer at Commissioner Meetings (See 

Correspondence #7) 
-Escrowed Wind Revenue Funds (See Correspondence #8) 
-Comments Sent to MAC Regarding County Finances (See 

Correspondence #9) 
-911 UPS Bids 
-911 Recording System Upgrade (See Correspondence #10) 
-Community Corrections AdviSOry Board-State Grant (See 

Correspondence #11) 
-Recycling Assistant Director Appointment 
-City of Caro Request for Water Test Wells at State Police Post 

Location 
-Road Commission Millage Transfer Requests (See Correspondence 

#12) 
Old Business 

Update Regarding Caro Regional Center 
Correspondence/Resolutions 
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COMMISSIONER LIAISON COMMIITEE REPORTS 

BARDWELL 
Economic Development CorplBrownfield Redevelopment 
Caro DDAITIFA 
MAC Finance 
MAC 7" District 
Local Unit of Government Activity Report 
TRIAD 
Behavioral Health Systems Board 
MAC Workers Camp Board 

KIRKPATRICK 

Board of Health 

Community Corrections Advisory Board 
Dept. of Human Services/Medical Care Facility Liaison 
MI Renewable Energy Coalition 

MEMS All Hazards 

MAC Environmental Regulatory - Viae Chair 

Cass River Greenways Pathway 

Local Unit of Government Activity Report 

NACO- Energy, Environment & Land Use 

Jail Planning Committee 

Saginaw Bay Coastal Initiative 

Tuscola In-Sync 

Region VI Tourism Discussions 

BIERLEIN 

Genesee Shiawassee Thumb Works 

Human Development Commission (HOC) 

Recycling Advisory Committee 

Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) 

Great Start Collaborative Council 

Local Unit of Government Activity Report 

MAC Board of Directors 

Human Services Collaborative Council 
MAC Judiciary Committee 

Tuscola County College Access Network 

MAC AgriculturalfT ourism Committee 


VAUGHAN 

Board of Health 

Planning Commission 
Economic Development Corp/Brownfield Redevelopment 
Local Unit of Government Activity Report 
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Mid-Michigan Mosquito Control Advisory Committee 
Parks and Recreation Commission 
Tuscola County Fair Board Liaison 

YOUNG 
Dispatch Authority Board 
County Road Commission Liaison 
Board of Public Works 
Senior Services Advisory Council 
Saginaw Bay Coastal Initiative 
Local Unit of Government Activity Report 
MAC AgriculturalfTourism Committee 
Strategic EDC Planning Committee 
Jail Planning Committee 
Genesee Shiawassee Thumb Works 
Region VI Economic Development Planning 
Tuscola 2020 

Other Business as Necessary 

Extended Public Comment 

Adjournment 

Note: If you need accommodations to attend this meeting please notify the 
Tuscola County Controller/Administrator's Office (989-672-3700) two 
days in advance of the meeting . 



CORRESPONDENCE 


#1 September 14, 2017 Full Board & Statutory Finance Committee Minutes 


#2 Resolution Honoring Richviile Fire Department 


#3 Dental Clinic Update Information 


#4 Vassar EDCfTlF Memo 


#5 Vanderbilt Park Update Information 


116 Draft Cyber Incident Response Plan 


#7 legal Opinion Regarding Prayer at Commissioner Meetings 


#8 Escrowed Wind Revenue Fund Options 


#9 Comments Regarding County Finances 


#10 Dispatch Director Request for Recording System Upgrade 

#11 2018 Community Corrections Agreement 

#12 Road Commission Millage Transfer Requests 

#13 September 7, 2017 Road Commission Minutes 

1114 Response from Representative Canfield Regarding the Property Tax Act and 
Emergency Telephone Services Enabling Act 

#15 Senate Bill 386 Information 

#16 September 15, 2017 Health Department Report 

#17 Bay Counly Resolution Regarding Physical and Behavioral Health Integration 
Policy Changes 



411 
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TUSCOLA COU NTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 


September 14, 2017 Minutes 

H. H. Purdy Building 


Commissioner Thomas Bardwell called the meeting of the Board of Commissioners 
of the County of Tuscola, Michigan, held at the H.H. Purdy BUilding in the City of 
Caro, Michigan, on the 14th day of September 2017, to order at 8:00 o'clock a.m. local 
time. 

Prayer - Pastor Todd Gould, Cass City E.vangelical Free Church 

Pledge of Allegiance - Commissioner Bardwell 

Roll Call- Clerk Fetting 

Commissioners Present: District 1 - Thomas Young, District 2 - Thomas Bardwell, 
District 4 • Craig Kirkpatrick 

Commissioner Absent: District 3 - Kim Vaughan , District 5 - Matthew Bienein 

Also Present Mike Hoagland, Jodi Fetting, Eean lee, Tisha Jones, Mike Miller, Pastor 
Todd Gould, Register John Bishop, Steve Anderson 

Adoption of Agenda· 
17·M·150 

Motion by Kirkpatrick, seconded by Young to adopt the agenda as presented. 
Motion Carried . 

AcUon on Previous Meeting Minutes ­
17·M-151 

Motion by Kirkpatrick , seconded by Young to adopt the meeting minutes from the 
August 31 , 2017 meeting. Motion Carried. 

Brief Public Comment Period for Agenda {terns Only ­
-Register Bishop had out a packet and explained the pictures are of Tuscola County 
Register of Deeds documents . 

Consent Agenda Resolution ­
17·M·152 

Motion by Young, seconded by Kirkpatrick that the following Consent Agenda 
Resolution from the September 11, 2017 Committee of the Whole Meeting be 
adopted. Motion Carried . 



BOC Minutes · Draft 

Agenda Reference: 

Entity Proposing: 

Description of Matter: 

Agenda Reference: 

Entity Proposing: 

Description of Matter: 

Agenda Reference: 

Entity Proposing: 

Description of Matter: 

Agenda Reference: 

Entity Proposing: 

Description of Matter: 

Agenda Reference: 

Entity Proposing: 

Description of Matter: 

2 9/14/17 

CONSENT AGENDA 

A 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 9/11/17 

Move that the Board Chair be authorized to sign the form to certify the 
2016 county cost allocation plan as prepared by MGT of America. 

B 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 9/11/17 

Move that per the September 6, 2017 request from the Medical Examiner 
that compensation for Medica l Examiner Investigators be increased from 
$150 per case to $190 per case effective immediately. 

C 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 9/11/1 7 

Move that Ann Westover be apPointed to the county planning commission 
effectively immediately to fill the term of Louis Smallwood which ends 
December 31,2019. 

D 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 9/11117 

Move that the County Clerk be authorized to advertise to fill a vacancy on 
the county planning commission. 

E 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 9/11117 

Move that authorization is provided to post and advertise to fill a vacant 
custodian position. 
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Agenda Reference: 	 F 

Entity Proposing: 	 COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 9/11/17 

Description of Matter: 	 Move that the bid for picnic tables for Vanderbilt County Park be awarded 
to Great Lakes Lift who was the low bidder for an amount of $502 per 
table. (This action is contingent upon approval from the state as part of the 
passport grant) . 

New Business ­
-Recycling Job Description Proposed Change - Mike Miller has presented 
proposed job description and is requesting authorization to post. 

17-M-153 
Motion by Kirkpatrick, seconded by Young that per the request of the Recycling 
Director and Recycling Committee, that authorization is given to post for an 
Assistant Director of Recycling to perform functions as outlined in the job 
description for this position with a starting pay of $17.33 which fol!ows the same 
wage schedule as the Assistant Director of Buildings and Grounds. (This position 
will be filled with a current recycling personnel member and will not increase the 
number of recycling staff). Motion Carried. 

-Accounting for Mental Health Planning Grant ­
17-M-154 

Motion by Young. seconded by Kirkpatrick that a county fund be established to 
account for the new 2018 Mental Health Planning Grant funds which were 
awarded to Tuscola County 54 1h Circuit Court. Motion Carried. 

-Indigent Dental Clinics - Ann Hepfer provided the requested information . Mike 
Hoagland explained the basics of the contracts. Mike would like to submit to the 
county attorney for further review. 

-Board of Canvassers ApPointments ­
17-M-155 

Motion by Young, seconded by Kirkpatrick that based on the ballot vote taken by 
the Board of Commissioners that Norma Wallace be appointed as the 
Republican Canvasser and Beverly Read be apPointed as the Democratic 
Canvasser. The term for each canvasser will be for 4 years beginning on 
November 1, 2017. Motion Carried. 

-Vital Records Softv.lare ­
Clerk Fetting explained to the Board the need to upgrade the current vital records 
software. Clerk Fetting has worked with Eean Lee to research different possible 
software solutions. Their recommendation is to enter into an agreement with 
Kofile Technologies to begin discovery process. 
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17·M·156 
Motion by Kirkpatrick, seconded by Young that the County Clerk be authorized to 
enter Into an Agreement for the Records Management and Imaging System with 
Kome Technologies, Inc to upgrade the current vital records sofuvare program 
th3t is currently pWVl(::!ed by ACS Enterprises SOlutions, By entering into the 
agreement now, the discovery process can begin to allow for a smooth transition 
between vendors" The CU(f€nt vital records contract wfth ACS Enterprise 
Solutior,s (aka, Xerox or Conduent) expires April 16, 2018, Also, all necessary 
budget adjustments concemfng this matter are authorized. Motion Carried. 

~E!ection Reporting Software ~ 
Clerk Fetting and Eean Lee attended tne training for the Election Soft\vare. The 
software program is more than originally budgeted as the RFP was not settled 
with Ihe slale until Spring of 2017, 

17·M·157 
Motion by Young, seconded by Kirkpatrick Ihat per the request of the County 
Clerk, the 2017 election equipment software budget be Increased from $10,000 
to $19,200 for upgrades as recommended by the Information Technology 
Director. Arso, budget amendments are authorized through the use of fund 
balance in the equipment fund, (These funds are to purchase Election 
Management System Hardware and Results Transmission and Election Night 
Reporting System from Election Source), Motion Carried. 

-Jail Planning Committee Meeting ~ Mike Hoagland prOVIded an update from the 
meeting and certain items that will need to be planned for. 

·Request to Use Courthouse Lawn· 
17·M·158 

Motion by Young, seconded by Kirkpatrick Ihat per the request of Susan 
Rickwalt-HoJder, that authoriZation is given to temporarily place pinwheels on the 
courthouse lawn to denote the number of year to date suicide victims in the State 
pursuant to approval of placement by MiKe Miller, Buildings and Grounds 
Director. Motion Carried. 

-Plat Map Restoration 
Register Bishop revu;:lwed the quote received from Kome Technologies to restore 
permanent records that have deteriotated. Board discussed matter and steps 
that Kania would take to restore the documents, 

1l·M·159 
Motion by Kirkpatrick, seconded by Young that Tuscola County be authorized to 
sign an agreement with Kafile Techno!ogies for an amount of $75.159.00 to 
restore plat maps with $20,000.00 from the automation fund and $55,159.00 from 
the capital improvement fund with billing to begin in 2018. Motion Carried. 

http:55,159.00
http:20,000.00
http:75.159.00
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Old Business ­
-Part-time Custodian Position ­

17·M· 160 
Molion by Kirkpatrick, seconded by Young to concur with the appointment of Paul 
Fuller to the vacant part·time custodian position effective September 18, 2017. 
Motion Carried . 

-Plat Book Information - Board discussed providing GIS information for the Plat 
Books . No action taken. 

Correspondence/Resolutions ­
-Thank you letter received from Bud Isel, Vietnam Veteran. 

COMMISSIONER LIAISON COMMITTEE REPORTS 

KIRKPATRI CK· No updates 

Board of Health 

Communi ty Corrections Advlsory Board 

Dept. of Human Services/Medical Care Facility Liaison 

MI Renewable Energy Coalition 

MEMS All Hazards 

MAC Environmental Regulatory - Vice Chair 

Cass River Greenways Pathway 

Local Unit of Government Activity Report 

NACO- Energy, Environment & Land Use 

Jail Pla nning Committee 

Saginaw Bay Coastal Initiative 

Tuscola In-Sync 

Region V I Tourism Discussions 


BIERLEIN· absent 

Genesee Shiawassee Thumb Works 

Human Development Commission (HOC) 

Recycling Advisory Committee 

Local Emergency Planning Commitlee (LEPC) 

Great Start Collabora tive Council 

Local Unit of Government Activity Report 

MAC Board of Directors 

Human SefVices Collaborative Council 

MAC Judiciary Commitlee 

Tuscola County College Access Network 

MAC Agricullura lfTourism Committee 




9/14/17BOC Minutes - Draft 6 

VAUGHAN - absent 

Board of Health 

Planning Commission 

Economic Development Corp/Brownfield Redevelopment 

Local Unit of Government Activity Report 

Mid-Michigan Mosquito Control Advisory Committee 

Parks and Recreation Commission 

Tuscola County Fair Board Liaison 


YOUNG 
Dispatch Authority Board - meets next week. 
County Road Commission Liaison - Update provided from last meeting. 
Board of Public Works 
Senior Services Advisory Council - Meets September 27th. Dance will be 
September 21 st at the Polish American Hall. 
Saginaw Bay Coastal Initiative 
Local Unit of Government Activity Report - Attended the local fire Chiefs meeting 
and provided an update on another pager option that Bay County uses and is 
satisfied With. 
MAC AgricutturallTourism Committee - Meets in October 
Strategic EDC Planning Committee - Update provided. Board discussed 
upcoming EDC meeting in regards to the MEDC agreement. 
Jail Planning Committee 
Genesee Shiawassee Thumb Works - Updated provided. 
Region VI Economic Development Planning - Meets next week. 
Tuscola 2020 - Meets in October. 

BARDWEll 

Economic Development Corp/Brownfield Redevelopment 

Caro DDAfTIFA - Meets September 27th. 

MAC Finance - No update. 

MAC 7th District - Meets November 20th in Huron County. 

Local Unit of Government Activity Report 

TRIAD 

Behavioral Health Systems Board - Meets September 21 st. 

MAC Workers Comp Board - Update provided. 


Other Business as Necessary ­
-Mike Hoagland has a conference call scheduled with the attorney regarding 

Vassar DDAITIFA. 

-Tom Young asked if the MSUe meeting was still on September 20th and Mike 

Hoagland will try to determine the details. 

-Don Brown from Congressman Mitche ll 's office is meeting with Commissioner 

Bardwell at noon. 

-Equifax Security Breach discussed. 
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Extended Public Comment· 
-Eean Lee provided an ovelView of the conference that he just returned from. 
-Tisha wondered if there was an update regarding prayer at the Board of 
Commissioner's meeting. Mike Hoagland stated that he has forwarded the 
information to the at1orney. 
·Commissioner Bierle in will be inducted as the incoming President tor Michigan 
Association of Counties on September 25th. 

Meeting adjourned at 10:59 a.m 

Jodi Fetting 
Tuscola County Clerk 



Statutory Finance Committee Minutes 
September 14, 2017 
H,H, Purdy Building 

125 W, Lincoln 81 , Caro MI 

Meeting called to order a110:59 a,m. 

Commissioners Present: Young , Bardwell. Kirkpatrick 

Commissioners Absent: Vaughan, Bierlein 

Also Present: Mike Hoagland. Clerk Fetting, Tisha Jones, Eean Lee 

Claims and Per Diems were reviewed and approved . 

Public Comment ~ None 

Meeting adjourned at 11 :01 a.m. 

Jodi Fetting 
Tuscola County Clerk 



TUSCOLA COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Resolution Celebrating the 12Sth Anniversary of the 

Richville Fire Department 


Whereas, the Richville Fire Department recently celebrated 125 years of exemplary service 
provided to the Richville community and surrounding area and , 

Whereas, it is the past and present volunteer firefighters of this long standing, highly regarded 
fire department that we honor and, 

Whereas, it is the volunteer firefighters unwavering commitment to help us in a time of need 
that is the foundation which built this outstanding fire department and , 

Whereas, we pay tribute to the exceptional unsung firefighters of Richville for being the special 
people that they are by getling out of bed in the middle of the night, by serving weekends on 
call, and by sacrificing family events to help and protect others and , 

Whereas, let us not forget that these firefighters are our friends and neighbors who have 
demonstrated time and time again that they will courageously do everything possible to help us 
even under difficult and dangerous conditions and in some cases risking their own lives. 

Whereas, let us never forget how grateful and relieved we are to see these dedicated 
firefighters arrive at the seen during our time of need. 

Now Therefore Be It Resolved, that on behalf of the citizens of Tuscola County, the County 
Board of Commissioners extend their heartfelt appreciation to past and present volunteer 
firefighters from Richville for 125 years of unselfish dedication to their community and for 
helping to keep us safe. 

Be It Further resolved , that we congratulate and thank Richville Firefighters for a job well 
done! 

Date _______ 
Thomas Bardwell, Chairperson 
Tuscola County Board of Commissioners 

I, Jodi Fetting, Tuscola County Clerk, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and 
complete copy of a resolution approved by the Board of Commissioners at a meeting on 
September 28, 2017. 

Date ___________ 
Jodi Fetling 

Tuscola County Clerk 






mhoagland@tuscolacounty.org 

From: mhoagland@tuscolacounly.org 
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 9:15 AM 
To: Clayton Johnson 
Cc: Ann Hepfer; Clayette Zechmeister ((layette Zechmeister); 'Bardwell Thom'; 'Bierlein 

Matthew'; 'Kim Vaughan'; 'Kirkpatrick Craig'; 'Tom Young' 
Subject: FW: Dental 
Attachments: MCDC Contingent Agreement with Tuscola County DRAFT.docx; MCDC Service 

Agreement with Tuscola Cou nty DRAFT.docx; MeDC Summary Tuscola- 2017 v5.docx 

Clayton 

A couple of years ago your law firm assisted the county in reviewing the benefiVcost and legal issues 
involving forming a dental clinic for indigent adults to serve the counties of Huron, Sanilac and 
Tuscola . The name of this non-profit organization is My Community Dental Centers (MCDC). You 
may reca ll local dentists had some concerns with this approach and worked on an alternative plan 
that was not completed . County health officials have explained there is st ill a major need for dental 
assistance for indigent adults . 

Since the last review of this matter a sign ificant change has occurred in that the county is no longer 
required to provide the dental facility . County Commissioners and Board of Health members have a 
renewed interest in considering establishing an MCOC operation in the county. 

The Tuscola County Health Officer is gathering additional information from other county Health 
Officers including specifics concerning the intergovernmental transfer, acceptance of local dentists in 
other MCOC locations and any other issues that may have occurred. 

Please review the attached documents and explain any concerns or other advice you may have. You 
may want to review how these documents have changed since the last time this matter was reviewed, 
I believe you and I along with the County Health Officer and County Commissioners that serve on the 
Board of Health should conference call after you prepare your recommendations. 

Thank you. 

Mike 

Michael R. Hoag land 
Tuscola County Controller/Administrator 
989-672-3700 
mhoagland@tuscolacQunty.org 

VISIT US ON LINE FOR COUNTY SERVICES @ www.tuscolacounty.org 

From: Ann Hepfer [mailto:ahepfer@tchd.us] 
Sent: Tuesday. September 12, 2017 12:37 PM 
To: mhoagland@tuscotacounty.org 
Subject: Dental 

mailto:mhoagland@tuscotacounty.org
mailto:mailto:ahepfer@tchd.us
http:www.tuscolacounty.org
mailto:mhoagland@tuscolacQunty.org
mailto:mhoagland@tuscolacounty.org


Hi Mike 


Attached are the draft contracts for the dental clinic. In FY 2018 the state is providing the required funds for the 

Intergovernmental Transfer. If and when the state dollars end then the County/ Health Department wou ld be 

responsible for the IGT. See the message be low in regards to this: 


From: Kimberly Singh [mailto :KSingh@mydenta l.org] 

Sent: Thursday, August 24,20178:41 AM 

To: Ann Hepfer 

Subject: RE: MCDC partnership 


Ann - also in terms of cash flow if health department is responsible for quarterly Intergovernmental Transfer - it is based 

on the actual services provided to Medicaid adu lts (not HMP or kids) and does vary by Quarter · our estimate for a 4 


chai r center, operat ing 5 day per week· once ramped up say 1+ yea rs is $98,000-$115,000 annually (divided by 4 

paymen ts) for a six chair the range is $150,000-$170,000 annually. Again will be based on actual services provided the 

previous quarter. This would take effect once/if there are not State funds. let me know when you may be available to 


chat. I can also send over signed Sani lac agreements for further reference. Kim 


Kimberly Singh, M.A., C.H.E.S. 

Director of Community and Governmental Affairs 


• 
My Community Dental Centers 
621 New St. 
Stanton, MI48888 
Phone: 616-225-6144 

www. mydental.org 

The IGT is actually a match for the Medicaid billings, you get your money back but it also has to available for the 
quarterly match so it does tie up the funds. 

Kim thinks that jf we want to see a clinic, then we should travel to the Howell Clinic as it would be closer to the type 
of clinic they would be looking to build in Tuscola. Would you like me to set something up is so for how many people 
on your end? Deb Cook and I would go on behalf of the health department. 

Anwlfepfor 
Health Officer for: 

Tuscola County Health Department Huron County Health Department 
1309 Cleaver Rd 1142 S. Van Dyke Rd 
Su ite B, Bad Axe, M148413 
Caro, M148723 Phone: 989-673-8117 
Phone: 989-673-8117 Fax 989-269-4181 
Fax: 989-673-7490 

like TCHD on Facebook: like HCHD on Facebook: 

2 

http:mydental.org
mailto:mailto:KSingh@mydental.org
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mhoagland@tuscolacounty.org 

From: Gary E. Gudmundsen <gargud@BraunKendrick.com> 
Sent: Friday, September 22. 2017 l1:20 AM 
To: 'mhoagland@tuscolacounty.org' 
Cc: Clayton J. Johnson 
Subject: RE: City Manager Contact Info 

Mike ­

In follow up to our fast phone call, please nole the following: 

The first question at hand is w hether a TlFA authority, such as that established by the City of Vassar ("Vassar TIFA" I. can 

act to extend its boundaries. Notably, the Vassar TIFA was established under PA 450 o f 1980 (the "TIFA Actn). As a 

general note, lax increment financing author ities established under the TlFA Ac t are inherently different in how they 
operate compared (Q similar authorities established under later acts. In particular, the TIFA AClIMCL 125.1829(1)) 
prohibits the establishment of any new TlFA authorities and any expansion of a TIFA authority's boundaries after 
January 1, 1987. Accordingly, and as noted previously, it is apparent therefore tha t the Vassar TIFA could not expand 
the TIFA district boundaries to include the foundry property. In order to expand to include new property within the 
authority, Vassar would have to consider establishing a completely new financing authority under a separate statute 
such as the Local Development Financing Act ("LDFA"). If a new financing authority were to be established, such would 
present the opportunity for the County to opt-out of capture, in whole or in part, as the case may be, as to taxes 
assessed within the district created under the new financing authority,. 

The second question is whether a renewal of the term or extension of the term of the existing Vassar TIFA plan triggers 
an opt-out event for taxing authorities that are subject to capture within the Vassar TIFA district boundaries. Upon 
researching the same, it appears that it does not. As noted above, the TIFA Act is unique among the redevelopment 
enabling statutes in Michigan in that it does not contain any opt-out provision for a loca l taxing authority. Additionally, 
the TIFA Authority can con tinue in existence, and therefor renewed or extended, until the purposes for which it was 
organized are completed . To the pOint, we were unable to locate any case law which would support the argument that 
the renewal/extenSion of the term of a TIFA plan formed under the TIFA Act would allow taxing authorities within TIFA 
district boundaries to opt -out of capture. Accordingly, even if the existing TIFA plan were renewed, the applicable 
County taxes would remain subject to capture . 

In light of the above, the question becomes w hether Vassar would be interested in created a new authority for purposes 
of development of the foundry property, and whether the County in such instance would be inclined to opt out entirely 
from tax capture, or on a 50% basis as per it s policy . 

Let us know if you would like to furthe r discuss. 

Thanks. 

Gary. 

GARY E. GUDMlJNDSEN 
Attorney 

Tel 989.399 .0215 

mailto:mhoagland@tuscolacounty.org




mhoagland@tuscolacounty.org 

From: mhoaglund@tuscolacounty,org 
Sent: Monday, August 14, 2017 12:55 PM 
To: Mark Trumbauer 
Cc: Mike Miller (Mike Miller); 'Bardwell Thom'; 'Bierlein Matthew'; 'Kim Vaughan'; 'Kirkpatrick 

Craig'; 'Tom Young' 

Subject: Vanderbilt Park Funding Request 


Mark 

As you know Tuscola County and the Michigan Renewable Energy Collaborative have been in a long­
term dispute with Next Era regarding assessing and taxation of wind turbines, You have explained that 
you want to rebuild relations with the county and improve overall public confidence in your company, 
To be candid, let me sayan important start would be for NextEra to honor its earlier commitment to 
the Tuscola County Board of Commissioners to provide financial assistance for improvements at 
Vanderbilt County Park. 

A recent comprehensive review has identified the basic park improvements needed and estimated 
costs which are listed below. The total estimated cost is $57,300. Of this total , the grant received from 
the Michigan Department of Natural Resources will pay $10,700. This leaves a balance of $46,600 
which is the request to NextEra , 

Amended Grant: 

1. Water spigot - $5,000 
2. Picnic tables - $5,700 

NextEra Funding Request: 

1. Grading, leveling and gravel road leading to campsites - $11,000 
2. Grading, leveling and gravel road leading to pavilion - $7,000 
3. Parking lot gravel and compacting - $5,000 
4. Basketball court - $7,000 
5. Volleyball court - $3 ,000 
6. Additional picnic tables - $10,000 
7. Match for grant - $3,600 

We are aware NextEra builds roads when installing Wind Turbines. We have also heard that Nex1Era 
has the expertise and equipment needed to make these road repa irs at Vanderbilt Park. As an 
alternative to reduce the direct dollar outlay could NextEra use their equipment, provide the gravel 
and make the road repairs? If this can be done the direct dollar request would be reduced to 
$23,600. 

It would be helpful to improving NextEra standing in the community by financing this valuable project. 
For years the county has been trying to make these park improvements but has been unsuccessful 
because of financial limitation, Financial assistance from NextEra would be greatly appreciated and 
allow us to finally make these improvements. 

mailto:mhoagland@tuscolacounty.org


Mark. your assistance in making this project happen would be appreciated . It would help NextEra 
rebuild relations in the community. Please let me know if we can count on NextEra's help within a 
week. We want to bid the work and complete the project in the current building season. 

Thank you .. 

Mike 

Michael R. Hoagland 
Tuscola County Controller/Administrator 
989-672-3700 
mhoaqland@tuscoJacQunty.orq 

VISIT US ON LINE FOR COUNTY SERVICES @ www.tuscolacounty.org 
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http:www.tuscolacounty.org
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BRAUN KENDRICK 
CLAYTON J. JOHNSON 
AUomey 
TEL: 989.399.0606 
FAX: 989.799.4666 
EMAIL: c1ajoh@brnunhndrid.com 

,,]TCRNtvS "', lAW 

September 15, 2017 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAlL 

Mr. Michael Hoagland, Controller 
Tuscola County 
125 W. Lincoln Street 
Caro, Michigan 48723 

Dear Mr. Hoagland, 

You have requested OUf recommendations regarding whether the practice of Commissioner-led prayer can 
be renewed in light of the recent decision in Bonnuth v. County of Jackson ("Bormulh") by the Sixth 
Circuit Court of Appeals. 

We conclude that Commissioner-led prayers can pass Constitutional review in Michigan after the Bormuth 
decision, but returning to such a practice may only be temporary, given an apparent split in Court of 
Appeals authority which could ultimately lead to a review oflhis issue by the U.S. Supreme Court. 

Background 

The last six months have seen significant legal developments related to the question of whether elected 
members of local government may lead introductory prayers during government functions. In that time, 
two Federal Circuit Courts of Appeal, the Sixth and the Fourth, released opinions addressing the 
constitutional concerns of the practice referred to as "legislative prayer." Unfortunately, the two Circuits 
reached opposing conclusions based on similar underlying facts. This split in authority is the basis for 
updating our guidance regarding the practice of County Commissioners conducting introductory prayers at 
Commission meetings. 

As you are aware, a three judge panel of the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals initially ruled that Jackson 
County's practice of allowing Commissioners to lead an opening prayer violated the Establisrunent Clause 
of the U.S. Constitution. This decision was released on February 15, 2017 and was the subject of this 
Finn's prior guidance to Tuscola County on February 21, 2017. In the intervening months, the Sixth 
Circuit decided to rehear this case before the full fifteen judge Circuit. This led to the full Court 
announcing an opinion on September 6, 2017 holding that the Commissioner-led prayer practice in 
Jackson County did not violate the Establishment Clause. Until further guidance is issued from either the 
Sixth Circuit or the U.S. Supreme Court, the most recent decision of the Sixth Circuit constitutes the 
controlling law in Michigan on this point. 
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The Bormuth and Lund Decisions 

In tbe BormUlh case, each member of the Jackson County Commission. on a rorating basis. opened the 
monthl y Commission meeting with a brief prayer. The practice typically involved the Chairperson asking 
those present to "rise and assume a reverent position" or "please bow your heads and let us pray" before 
the prayer was offered by the appropriate Commissioner. This practice was facially neutral regarding 
religion in that each Commissioner was offered a chance to say the prayer regardless of that individuaJ 's 
religion or lack thereof, and tbe Commissioners made no attempt to review or approve the content of the 
prayer at issue. The prayers at issue were always Christian in tone and often invoked the phrases God, 
Lord and Heavenly Father. The prayers often asked for guidance or for support for those suffering 
hardship. 

The Court in Bormuln ultimately concluded that the Commissioner-led prayers at issue were within the 
tradition of legislative prayer long followed by Congress and the state legislatures and that there was no 
evidence that the practices of Jackson County coerced nonbelievers or nonparticipants into participation in 
the prayers . 

In reaching this conclusion, the Bormllth Court outlines several key points that assist us in applying tbe 
rule of the case going forward. Generally. a "brief, solemn and respectful prayer" offered either by a 
member of the clergy, a layperson or, after Bormllzh, an elected official does nOI violate the Establishment 
Cla.use of the Constitution. Additionally, a local goverrunent's practice of allowing such prayers remains 
pennissible even when those offering the prayers are predominantly of one faith. However, the practice, 
when taken as a whole, must not lead to denigration of nonbelievers or religious minorities, proselytizing 
or advancing anyone belief system, threatening of damnation or preaching ofconversion. Moreover, there 
must be no evidence that the municipality or Commissioners undertook any efforts to coerce participation 
in such prayer activities. Under Bormuth, polite requests to rise and remain quiet during a prayer do not 
rise to the level of coercion. However, any effort or aclion to single out. rebuke or make any official 
decision on the basis of whether an individua.l participated in or objected to Commissioner-led prayer is 
clearly impennissible and would not be defensible under Bonnuth. 

The United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit also recently decided a case concerning the 
Constitutionality of invocations offered by municipal leaders. In Lund v. Rowan County ("Lund'" a case 
decided on July 14, 20 J7, the Fourth Circuit found that Rowan County's practice of Commissioner-led 
prayer viol ated the Estabtislunent Clause. The facts that led to the Lund deci sion are similar to those in 
Bormulh. Specifically, Rowan County, North Carolina, bad a practice of allowing its elected County 
Commissioners to lead invocations on a rotating basis as part of the regular Commission meetings. As in 
Bormuth, the Commissioners typically began by saying "Let us pray," "Let us pray together" or something 
similar, and the prayers were overtly Christian in tone with the overwhelming amount referencing Jesus. 

The Lund Court review~d a record of five years of Commissioner-led prayers which showed the prayers to 
be almost exclusively Christian in nature. The Court also took issue with the tone and content of many of 
the prayers, finding that they often crossed the line into preaching conversion to Christianity or possibly 
denigrating other faiths . Some of the passages that the Lund Court found most troubling are: 
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• 	 "We can't be defeated, we can't be destroyed, and we won't be denied, because of our 
salvation through the Lord Jesus Christ." 

• 	 "You saved us and you call us with the holy calling. We are the recipients of your 
immeasurable grace and glory. We are the richest people in the world ... " 

• 	 "Father, I pray that all may be one as you, Father, are in Jesus, and He in you. I pray that 
they may be one in you, that the world may believe that you sent Jesus to save us from our 
sins." 

• 	 "Although you sent Jesus to be Savior of the world, we confess that we treat Him as our 
own personal God. Although you are one, and the body of Christ is oneJ we fail to display 
that unity in our worship, our mission, and our fe llowship." 

Additionally, the Court found that the act of the Commissioners instructing those present to join in prayer 
essentially amounted to coercion to participate in prayer. Under the Fourth Circuit ' s analysis, allowing an 
elected government official to lead a prayer, instead of an outside minister or other layperson, pushed the 
prayer practice into unconstitutional territory. 

The stark differences between the Sixth and Fourth Circuit approaches to similar prayer practices increases 
the likelihood 1hat the U.S. Supreme Coun may ultimately decide the issue of Commissioner-led prayer in 
a separate decision. It is 100 early a1 this point 10 predict if that will happen or how such a case may 
ultimately make its way to the Supreme Court. It is clear that there is now a strong chance that neither the 
Bormllih nor the Lund decision wiU be the tioal word on lhis issue. 

Recommendatio"s 

Aside from the split in authorit y between the Federal Cjrcuit Courts of Appeal, some important guide 
points can be established based on the case law as it stands. First, until such lime as there is additional 
clarification from the Sixth Circuit or tbe Supreme Court, Bormuth is the applicable law in Michigan. As 
such, the practice of County Commissioners opening a County meeting wi th a "brief, solemn and 
respectful prayer" is permissible. Though the practice may be permissible, caution is sti ll warranted in 
how it is applied and conducted. Several po in ts remain clear: 

• 	 Prayers that stray into the areas of advancing one speci fic religion or proselytizing are not 

permissible; 


• 	 Prayers that disparage or denigrate any faith are not pennissibJe; 
• 	 There can be no mandate for those present to participate; 
• 	 The County and the Commissioners may not single out or embarrass anyone who chooses 


to refrain from participation or who chooses to criticize the practice of offering prayers; 


These may seem like straightforward rules to fOllow, but, as the Lund decision makes clear, some 
comments that may not cause any concern in most citizens can rum out to be the basis for a lawsuit. For 
example, the phrase "You saved us and you call us with the holy cal!ing. We are the recipients of YOUT 

immeasurable grace and glory. We are the richest people in th e world ... " was cited in the Llind decision 
as an example of the Commissioners "proclaiming that Cltristianity is ex.ceptional and suggesting that 
other faiths are inferior." 
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Given the risk of litigation involved when Conunissioners lead prayers, the County should consider 
allowing Commissioners to join in the rolalion of those offering invocatio ns without eliminating the 
community involvement which was implemented after the initial Bormuth decision. We also recommend 
that the County continue to refrain from asking that the meeting attendees participate in the prayer. While 
Bormu(h did not find fault in such common phrases such as "rise and asswne a reverent position," the 
better practice is to suggest that attendees please ri se while a prayer or invocation is offered. FinaJly, once 
the opportunity to offer a prayer or invocation is given, the County should not review, censor, or otherwise 
edit the content of the prayer offered. 

Yours Very Truly, 
endrick Finkbeiner P .L.C. 

ON I. JOHNSON 

{S /3891 IO,DOCX, I) 



Commissioners 

Recenlly we received great news thaI NextEra dismissed the lawsuit filed with the Michigan Tax 
Tribunal against certain townships in Tuscola County. After inquiry with the Michigan Renewal 
Energy Coalition aNorney he confirmed these cases were dismissed without prejudice which 
means they cannot be brought up again. Our attorney has advised that aI/ escrowed funds 
for both of the NextEra projects in Tuscola County can now be remove from escrow. 
ANached is the email from our attorney regarding this mailer. 

Tuscola County has annually escrowed portions of wind turbine funds since the cases were first 
filed by NextEra. The attached spreadsheet shows the amount of escrowed funds for the 
general and special purpose millage funds. It provides a breakdown of the amount escrowed 
far NexlEra and Consumer Energy projects for each county millage based fund . 

The first recommendation is to reduce the amount of escrowed monies shown in the last 
column of the attached spreadsheet because NextEra has dismissed the lawsuit. This 
would leave the amounts escrowed in the middle column for the unresolved dispute involving 
the Consumer Energy wind projects Funds that are no longer escrowed for special purpose 
millage funds can now be used for service needs in each respective fund . 

The $667,774 that has been escrowed in the general fund has the most flexibility for use 
to meet specific needs. The county jail is aging and has may needs including overaJi 
infrastructure, holding ceJls, control panels, laundry room changes, additional cells, cell 
upgrades, administrative office areas, etc. The county has understood these needs for many 
years but has lacked the funding required to implement improvements. 

The possibility of creating a jail capital improvement fund using the $667,774 in available 
escrowed general fund monies has been discussed with the finance commissioners and 
jail planning committee_This fund would be used to finance a ja il expansion/upgrade by building 
the necessary amounts over several years . The fund would probably need $2 to $3 million for a 
construction project. It would take many years to build this amount but the transfer of the $667 ,774 
would be a good start. The second recommendation is to establish a new jail capital 
improvement fund and $667,774 of previously escrowed general fund wind revenue be 
transferred to the new jail capital improvement fund. 

Future transfer of funds to the jail capital improvement fund would attempt to be made 
annually but first county operational needs and then other capital improvement and equipment 
needs have 10 be met. If after meeting these needs a determination would then be made as to 
whether monies can be transferred to the jail capital improvement fund . Much of the potential to 
build a jail capilal improvement fund depends on additional future wind energy development and 
the ability of the county to sustain operational costs knowing that eventually the amount of revenue 
received from wind turbines will decline 

Mike 

Michael R. Hoagland 
Tuscola County Controller/Administrator 
989-672-3700 
mhaagiand@tuscolacQunty.orq 

VISIT US'ON LINE FOR COUNTY SERVICES @ www.tuscolacounty.o rg 
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Wind Reserves through 2017 

Reserved through 

2017 Keep for Consumers Avail FB 

General Fund $ 970,000 $ (302,226.00) $ 667,774.00 

Road Patrol $ 139,683 $ (24,198.00) $ 115,485.00 

Voted Road $ 149,880 $ (25,964.00) $ 123,916.00 

Recycling $ 23,281 $ (4,033.00) $ 19,248.00 

Voted Mosquito $ 98,026 $ (16,982.00) $ 81,044.00 

Voted Veterans $ 20,753 $ (4,571.00) $ 16,182.00 

Voted Bridge $ 74,606 $ (12,924.00) $ 61,682.00 

Voted Senior Citizens $ 31,041 $ (5,377.00) $ 25,664.00 

Voted Medical Care Facility $ 38,801 $ (6,722.00) $ 32,079.00 

Voted MSU $ $ (2,689.00) $ (2,689.00) 

IGRAND TOTAL ALL FUNDS $ 1,546,071 I$ (405,686.00) $ 1,140,385.00 


http:1,140,385.00
http:405,686.00


mhoagland@tuscolacounty.org 

From: Sundquist, Richard A <RSundqu;sl@ClarkHiILcom > 
Sent: Wednesday, September 13, 2017 5:29 PM 
To : mhoagland@tuscolacounty.ofg 
Cc: (layette Zechmeisler (Clayette Zechmeisl er); Angie Daniels; 'Bardwell Thorn'; 'Bierlein 

Matthew'; 'Kim Vaughan'; 'Kirkpatrick Craig'; 'Tom Young'; Sundquist, Richard A.; 
Longworth, Gregory N .; Jensen, Ingrid A.; Stankiewicz, Gina 

Subject: RE: EscrOwed NexlEra Funds 
Attachments: 20170913102052.pdf 

Mike. 

Thanks! And, thanks to your entire team for supporting our efforts. We are very pleased that these appeals could be 
put to (est. 

I have attached the final dismissa ls orders for Tuscola Wind II and Pheasant Run. There is no need to continue any 

escrow for any Nextera appeals for 2014-2017. These appeals have been dismissed with prejudice and they cannot be 
reinstated. 

Escrows for Consumers Energy should cont inue . The judge has asked us whether those cases will be taken out of their 

current abeyance slatus. I am waiting to hear from Steve Schneider with respect to both the Consumers and DTE 
appea ls. 

Approximately how much money has been held in escrow for the Nextera parks? 

Best regards, 

Rick 

Richard A. Sundquist 

CLARK HILL PLC 
313.965 B227 (Direct) 1313.309.6827 (FaxlI24B.207 .2900 (Cell) 

From: mhoagland@tuscolacounty.org [mailto: mhoagland@tuscolacounty.org] 

Sent: Tuesday, September 12, 20 1711:51 AM 

To: Sundquist Richard A. 

Cc: Oayette Zechmeister (Clayette Zechmeister); Angie Daniels; 'Bardwell Thorn'; 'Bierlein Matthew'; 'Kim Vaughan'; 

'Kirkpatrick Craig'; Tom Young' 

Subject: Escrowed NextE ra Funds 


Rick 

Great news regarding the NextEra dismissal. The work of you and your team is appreCiated . 

We have escrowed substantia l wind turbine revenue pending the outcome of the dispute with the 
wind companies. Because these public funds were escrowed they have not been able to be used for 
several years. With the dismissal, we would now like to put them to use to meet many county needs. 
We want to obtain your direction before we discontinue the escrow of the NextEra portion of these 

1 

mailto:mhoagland@tuscolacounty.org
mailto:mhoagland@tuscolacounty.org
mailto:mhoagland@tuscolacounty.org


funds and beg'ln using them. The Consumers Energy funds will continue to be escrowed pending tbe 
Tax Tribunal decision on tbis case. 

Even through NextEra is dismissing the cases involving the tVit'O wind farms in Tuscola County could 
they resurrected them in the future? If so, can we ever take these funds out of escrow? Is it unlikely 
but possible they could resurrected the case? 

Your advice at your earliest convenience is appreciated. 

Mike 

Michael R. Hoagland 
Tuscola County Controller/Administrator 
989-672-3700 
mhaaG land(a{tuscalacounty. org 

VISIT US ON LINE FOR COUNTY SERVICES @ www.luscolacounly.org 

TIllS ema~ and any fites Irnmmitled with II are inteooed solely for the use of/he ~'l:jNiduaf()f enlity (0 whom 1Iley ale addressed. If you have rlOCeived th~ em~li In slTor 
please ootlfy It".e message sender nus mess&ge COfI'!ai()5- confidential mlormation and 15 ,mended only for Ihe Individual narned If you are nOl1he named addresse" 
you should not dissemin:::le. dlStrit)ule or copy Ihls e-mail. Please noMy lhesender Iffimedoately by e-mail I! you have received thIs e-mail by r'lisla~e and delete this e· 
mail from your system. If you are n;)( the in(endea recipient you are [lotmed thaI d!sdcsing. CCPYlng. distributing cllakin;l any aelion In reliance O'll~e contents ofth,s 
;nlorm3lion is slndly DlOllloiled. 

LEGAL NOTICE: This e-mail, along with any attachment(s), is considered confidential and may be legally 
privileged. If you have received it in error, please notify us inunediately by reply e-mail and then delete this 
message from your system. Please do not copy it or use it for any purposes, or disclose its contents to any other 
person. Thank you for your cooperation. 

2 

http:www.luscolacounly.org


STATE OF MICHIGAN 

DEPARTMENT OF LICENSING & REGULATORY AFFAIRS 


MICHIGAN ADMINISTRATIVE HEARING SYSTEM 

MICHIGAN TAX TRffiUNAL 

Thscol. Wind II LLC, 
Petitioner, 

v MIT Docket No. 15-003473 

Akron, Fairgrove, Gilford 
aod Wisner Townships, Tribunal Judge Presiding 

Respondent. Steven H Lasher 

ORDER REMOVING CASE FROM ABEYANCE 


ORDER GRANTING JOINT MOTION TO WITHDMW 


ORDER OF DISMISSAL 


On September 11 ,2017, the pruties filed ajoint motion requesting that the TribulUll pelmit 
Petitioner to withdraw its appeal, without costs to any party. 

The Tribunal , baving given dlle consideration to the motions and the case file, finds good cause 
to remove the case from abeyance and dismiss it in accordance with the jOlnl request to 
withdraw,l Therefore, 

IT IS ORDERED that this case is REMOVED FROM ABEY ANCE. 

IT IS FURTI-IER ORDERED that the Joint Motion 10 Withdraw is GRANTED. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED tbat this case is DISMISSED. 

This Order resolves all pending issuesand closes the case. 

Entered: SEP 12 2017 By ______-4~~~~---------

1The Clse was placed in 9beYllnce on August 19, 2016, pending [mal resolution of 71rsca/o Buy WInd LLC v 
Bfrmif/eld Township and Gilford Township. MTI' lXlckct No. J4-00327 J. 



STATE OF MICHIGAN 

DEPARTMENT OF LICENS[NG & REGt:LATORY AFfA[RS 


MICHIGAN ADMlNISTRA TIVE HEARING SYSTEM 

MICHIGAN TAX TRfBUNAL 


Tuscola Wind II LLC, 

Petitioner, 


MIT Docket No, ! 6·003686 

Akron, Fairg.rove, Gilford, 

and Wisner Townships, Tribunal Judge Preskling: 


Respondent Steven H Lasher 


ORDER REMOVING CASE FROM ABEYANCE 

QRDER GRANTING PETITIONER'S MOllON TO AMEND 

QRDER GRANTING. JQINT MOTIQt/.Il2'/{ITHDRA W 

ORDER OE DISMISSAL 

On May 11, 2017, Pelitioner filed a motion requesting that the Tribunal permit itt6 amend the 
petition filed in the aboveH~!tpjioned case to inc!ude tax year 2017, 

Respondent did not flle a response to the motion, 

On September J 2, 2017, the parties filed ajolnt motion requesting that the Ttibunai permit 
Petitioner to withdraw its appeal, without costs to any party. 

The Tribunal, having given due consideration to the motions and the case file, finds that 
PetJtioner's Motion to Amend is properly granted, as the motion was timely fUea, included the 
necessary information and filing fee, and otherwise met all requirements as set forth ill MeL 
205.737 and MeL 205.735a. The Tribuna! also finds good cause to remove the case from 
abeyance and dismiss it in accordance with the joint request to withdraw.; Therefore, 

IT IS ORDERED that this case is REMOVED FROM ABEYANCE. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Petitioner's Motion to Amond is GRANTED. 

IT rs FURTHER ORDERED that the Joint Motion 10 Withdraw is GRANTED. 

rr IS FURTHER ORDERED thilt this case is mStvHSSED. 

::::,:;d::::::: ;~,p:;ld~ng issues and closes the:"e Q~~JJ 
e y--~.."~-.- r·--·..----~..-­

1n.e Cilse WIIS placOO in abeyance on August 25, 2016, JNnding final resolutioJ1 of TU3wia Bay Wf'1d LfL' v 
Bfumjiefd Tq;«n.rlupami Gliford TOWHShip, 1'.ITT Oocket No, ]4-00327:. 
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STATE OF MICHIGAN 

DEPARTMENT OF LICENSING & REGULATORY AFFAIRS 


MICHIGAN ADMINISTRATIVE HEARING SYSTIlM 

MICHIGAN TAX TRIBUNAL 


Pheasaot Run Wind LLC, 

Petition er, 


MIT Docket No. 15-003443 

Brookfield, Sebewaing, Fairhaven, Oliver 

and Winsor Townships, Tribunal Judge Presiding 


Respondent. Steven H Lasher 


ORDER REMGVJNG CASE FROM ABEYANCE 


ORDER GRANTING JOINT MOTION TO WITHDRAW 


ORDER OF DISMISSAL 


On September 11,2017, the patties filed ajoint motion requesting that the Trjbunal penni! 
Petitioner [0 withdraw its appeal, without costs to any party. 

The Tribuna!, having given due consideration to the motions and the case f ile. finds good cause 
to remove the case from abeyance and dismiss it in accordance with Ole joint request to 
withdraw, I TherefOl"e. 

IT IS ORDERED .hatthis ease is REMOVED FROM ABEYANCE. 


IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Joint Motion 10 Withdraw is GRANTED. 


IT rs FURTIiER ORDERED that Ihis case is DISMISSED. 


This OrdeJ' resolves all pending issues and closes the case, 


Ente)~d: SEP 1Z 2017 By-----!f-~~"'-----

'The-case was placed in abeyance on August 19,2016, pendJng final resolulion of T!lscolo Bay Wfnd l.LC". 
Blunifltld Tow".rhip oml Gilford Township, MTI Docket No. 14-00327 1. 



STATE OF MICHIGAN 

DSPARTMENT OF LICENSING & REGULATORY AFFAIRS 


MICHIGAN ADMINISTRA TlV8 HEARING SYSTEM 

MICHIGAN TAX TRIBUNAL 


Pheasant Run Wind LLC, 

Petitioner, 


MTI Docket Nc. 16-003829 


Brookfield, Fairhaven, Oliver, 

and Winsor Townships, Tribunal Judge Presiding 


Respondent Steven H Lasher 

ORDER REMOVING CASE FROM ABEYANG.E 

ORD.llR GRANTING PETIT!!:lNER'S MOTION TO AMEND 

ORDIS.!' GRANTING JOINT MOTION TO WlTIIDRAW 

ORDER OF DISMISSAL 

On May 11, 2\)17, Petittoner f1!ed a motion requesting that the Tribunal permit itto amend the 
petition filed in the above~captionec case to include tax year 2017. 

Respondent did not file a respOllse to the motion. 

On September 12. 2017, the- partics filed ajoint motion requesting thut the Tribunal permit 
Petitioner 10 withdraw its appeal, without costs to any PMW 

The Tribunal, having given due consideration to the motions and the case file, finds that 
Pefitioner's Motion to Amend is properly granted, as the motion was timely filed, included the 
necessary bformation and flling fee, and otherwise met all requirements as sci forth in MeL 
205.737 and MeL 205.735a, The Tribuna! also finds good cause to remove fhe case from 

abeyance and dismlss it In accordance with the joint request to withdraw. I Therefore, 


IT IS ORDERED that this case is REMOVED FROM ABEYANCE. 


IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Petitionerls Motion tQ Amend is GRANTED, 


IT IS Ft:RTHER ORDERED that the Joint Motion to Withdraw is GRANTED. 


IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that this case is DISMISSED. 


This Oed" "solves all pend~,g issues and closes the ease. (AL lJ ~t,LI 

Entered: September 13, 20] ; BL______ ~-------- ___ 


1The CllSC "las plPced in abeyance. OU August 25, 2016, pending. finn! resolution of Tuscol(z Boy Wind LLC It 
Biwnfield Tuw{I:;hip cr.r:i Gilford {ownsh:o, MIT Docket ND. 14-003271. 



mhoagland@tuscolacounty.org 

From: mhoagland@tuscolacoumy.ofg 
Sent: Wednesday, August 2, 2017 10:44 AM 
To: 'Bardwell Thorn '; 'Bierlein M atthew'; 'Kim Vaughan ': 'Kirkpatrick Craig'; 'Tom Young' 
(c: ( layette Zechmeister (C1aye tte Zechmeister) 
Subject: Thoughts Regarding County Finances 

Commissioners 

Below is some thoughts related to county finances. I was going to send this to Deena Bosworth at the 
Michigan Ass.ociation of Counties but first I wanted to see if you have any thoughts or changes. 

Mike 

DRAFT 

Deena 

Some thoughts regarding county finances. 

As you know, more counties are experiencing financial difficulties largely driven by an over 
dependency on pr.operty tax (PT) revenue and lack of alternative methods of revenue generation. 
MAC has documented Ihat f.or many years county revenue growth has not kept pace with inflation. 
Traditionally, the solution has been for counties to ask for millage increases to generate more PT 
revenue . However, using millage to generate PT revenue is already at or fast approaching a paint of 
saturation . There is strong public "push back" to more requests and millage to generate PT revenue is 
simply headed down a dead end street. For example, in Tuscola Counly the general fund (GF) 
allocated millage is fixed at 3.9141 mills. There are nine special purpose county millages totaling 
3.848 mills that have been used to relieve the GF of costs. With the low allocated GF millage and 
limited tax base, Tuscola County officials have had to resort to funding almost all non-mandated 
services with special purpose millages. This was done to take financial pressure off the GF which 
could no longer sustain these costs. 

The problem in Tuscola County like some other counties is there are no remaining meaningful non­
mandated GF services that can be funded with another special purpose millage . Funding mandated 
services with specia l purpose millages would cause greater problems if the millage was not renewed 
because where would funding come from for these state mandated services. Asking for a "Headlee 
Override" or increasing the allocated millage has in almost every case proven unsuccessful in 
Tuscola and other counties. Unless a county is experiencing significant new growth and development, 
PT revenue grolN1h has been minimal. At best, the millage PT revenue door is quickly closing and 
more realistically shut and locked which is a major financial concern. Counties are getting more 
"boxed in" because they lack alternative methods of revenue generation and are unable to keep pace 
with inflation. I have read and heard presentations regarding Headlee and Proposal A provisions and 
how they are negatively impacting property tax revenue growth and how this should be changed. In 
my opinion, it is unrealistic to think the state constitution will be changed for these provisions. So 
other alternative solutions are needed . 

mailto:mhoagland@tuscolacounty.org


One short term advantage for Tuscola County is wind turbine revenue . Without this fairly recent 
revenue source, I cannot image how the Tuscola County GF budget could be balanced . The GF 
budget is approximately $13 million and $1 million of the revenue needed to balance the budget is 
obtained from wind revenue. Unfortunately, the amount of revenue received from wind turbines which 
are taxed as personal property declines significantly with time. Also, the amount received is in dispute 
with the wind energy companies which may result in the county receiving even less revenue. Wind 
turbine revenue only provides temporary help. There are other counties with a similar makeup to 
Tuscola that do not have wind turbines. I believe these counties are or will be experiencing even 
greater financial difficu lties without a solution. Alternative solutions need serious discussion , 
evaluation and implementation. 

One alternative for consideration is to conduct a comprehensive review of all county fees that are set 
by the state and where appropriate implement adjustments. Legislative changes to provide for annual 
infiationary fee adjustments could be considered. Perhaps there are new fees and fines that should 
be considered, especially those that could benefit the GF. These fees and fines are for services 
provided so the argument is if you do not use the service you do not pay the fee or fine. It is 
suspected that it has been years since county fees set by the state have been adjusted. It seems an 
approach would be to determine all fees set by the state and which ones could help the GF and 
consider inflationary adjustments . In some cases , when these fees are split between the county and 
state, the state share of the fee amount may be increasing . If (his is happening, this situation may 
need to be reviewed . Changes in fees set by the state can have a material impact. For example, 
Register of Deeds recording fee increases were recently approved by the state. It is estimated that in 
Tuscola County an additional $100 ,000 will be generated from this one fee change. 

Thank you for reviewing this information and give me a call if you would like to discuss this further. 

Mike 

Michael R. Hoagland 
Tuscola County Controller/Administrator 
989-672-3700 
mhoaqland@tuscolacounty.org 

VISIT US ON LINE FOR COUNTY SERVICES @ www.tuscolacounty.org 
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Tuscola County Central Dispatch 

\Sandra Nielsen, DIrector 

September 26, 2017 

From: Sandra Nielsen, Director 

Subject: Recording system upgrade 

To: Board of Conunissioners 

Dear Conunissioners, 

Central Dispatch is requesting approval for $5,869.00 from our capital outlay line item to 
make changes to our current recording set up. When we s'Nitched from the EF Johnson 
radio system to the MPSCS radio system we needed to also upgrade our recording 
system. This upgrade allowed us to be able to record only the selected State trunked radio 
channels into one file. At the time this system was installed the cost to record individual 
talk groups on the Equature recording system was very expensive, in excess of 
$100,000.00. Anderson radio has developed a way to record individual talk groups 
much less expensive. For Tuscola the cost is $5869.00. 

What this will do for Central Dispatch is organize the logging of the MPSCS radio traffic 
into separate talk groups and therefore greatly reduce the time to make recordings plus 
organize the radio traffic recordings for ease of access. Currently all radio traffic is 
recorded into one file and to make a recording one has to sort through all radio traffic for 
all talk groups. 

Thank you, 

Sandra Nielsen, Director 
Tuscola County Central Dispatch 

1303 Cleaver Road • Caro, Michigan 48723 • 989/673-8738 • Fax 989/672-3747 

http:100,000.00
http:5,869.00


Tuscola County Central Dispatch. September 8, 2017 
Attn: Robert Klenk 
Caro, MI 

PRODUCTS AND SERVICES 

ITEM QTY. 	 DESCRlPTION 

800 Mhz CONTROL STATION ANTENN A COMPONENTS 

I. 	 806 - 896 Mhz, 8 Pon Conrrol Station Combiner. Yagi 6 Db gain, 4 Element 
antenna. 100' 1/4" Super flex Coax Cable and N-Male and Mi ni-U connectors. 
lncludes Polypbaser ljghtning prole~tion and Lies 10 existing ground point. 

5. 	 II0v 113.5v Hooded Power suppljes for XTL 2500 Mobile Radios to conven 
To control Stalion receivers. 

1. 	 System set-up and lnstallation of all equipment at Customer Location. Includes 
Providing declamation point for ties into existing Central dispatch recording 
System. 

Cost 	SI4,965.00 

OPTION 

Replace Control Station Combiner with 5 separate Control Station antennas and 
lightning protection Including Installation of all components with v.." Hardline 
Coax cable and Connectors . 

Subtract - $5,869.00 

,.All Components are based on Customer providing 19" rack mount and component 
shelves for installation in Back equipment room. Cable installation based on existing 
cable portal to exterior of building to existing Tower. 

Add 1. 5% Shipping & Handling and MJ sales tax ifappiicable. 

Allow 3 - 5 weeks for delivery from receipt of order. 

Quote valid fo r 30 days. 

Prepared by: Mark Brechtelsbauer 9112117. 

6149 Wostsldo Sag inaw Rd Bay City, M[ 48706·989-684-9969· Fax: 989-684-8986 
.. Email: m.brecht@andersonradlo.com .. Website: www.andersonradio.com 

http:www.andersonradio.com
mailto:m.brecht@andersonradlo.com
http:5,869.00
http:SI4,965.00


mhoagland@tuscolacounty.org 

From: Renee Francisco <renee@tuscolacounty.org > 
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 1:24 PM 
To: Mike Hoagland 
Subject: Fwd: 2018 Community Corrections Agreement 

Mike. 
Here is tbe jnformalion I recei ved from David Stevens regarding the CCA B program .. . he'li be in Tuscola a 

couple of days next week if ),ou wan t to meet with him. 

Renee Francisco 
Administrat ive Assistan t 

Tuscola County Controller's Office 
989-672-3709 

---------- Forwarded message ---------­
From: David Stevens <dstevens@lapeercounty.org> 

Date: Fri , Sep 22, 2017 al II :39 AM 

Subj ect: RE: 2018 Community Corrections Agreement 

To: Renee Francisco <renee@tuscolacounty.org> 

Cc: Wendy Parks <wparks@lapeercountv.org> 


Renee, 

The information in the contract that I sent you is correct. I thought I wa s keeping everyone on the same page 

as to the changes being made by the State. I sent out an email on August 3,d with the recommendation from the State 
attached for everyone's review. I also asked if there were any questions please feel free to contact me and that I would 
be attending the State board meeting on August 22 nd when everything would become final. At the last TARCCAB 
meeting held in Tuscola on August 30t h 

, everything was reviewed and discu ssed in detail , including the elimination of 
your Day Reporting Program, the reduction in the Gatekeeping Program funding for both co unties and the reduction in 
funding for Lapeer County's Substa nce Abuse program. 

I am not sure where the break in informat ion dissemination is, but please let me know what more I can do and I 

will do my bes t to correct any issues that come to light. I will be in Tuscola next week on the 27t
l-> and 2.8th

, let me know 
if anyone wants to meet with me. 

Sincerely, 

David 

mailto:wparks@lapeercountv.org
mailto:renee@tuscolacounty.org
mailto:dstevens@lapeercounty.org
mailto:mhoagland@tuscolacounty.org


From: Renee Francisco [mailto:renee@tuscolacounty.org] 
Sent: Friday, September 22, 2017 10:33 AM 
To: David Stevens 
Subject: 2018 Community Corrections Agreement 

Good Morning David, 

I received Ihe 2018 agreemenls loday and it has raised some questions for Mike and L Comparing ilLO last 
year's, we notice that Ihe Gatekeeper Services has dropped from $9 J20 to $1884 and it appears (hal the 
Supervis ion Services-Day Reponing has been eliminated. Is this the case or will we be receiving a separate 
agreement for Ihe Day Reporting? 

Thanks for your help wi th our questions. 

Renee Franc isco 

Administrative Assistant 

Tuscola County Controller's Office 

989-672-3709 

Tnls email and any files lransmkted with it are Intendea SOlely for the use of lhe individual or enl~y 10 whom they (Ire addressed. II you have received this emall in error 
please notify the message sender. This message contains confldemial information and Is I1terxled only for the individual named. If you are not the named addressee 
you should not d>sseml1ate. d~tribtAe or GOpy Ihb e-mU. Ple(lse noIify the sender immedialely by e-ma~ if you have received thos e·mail by mistake and CSelete IrHs e­
ffi3l1 from ~ system. If you are not the i"ltended recipient roo aro notified tl"lat aiSdosing. CQPyng. distributing or taking any OCIiI)n in rehance 00 the contents of thi:t. 
inlOffOOtlOf"l is stnct/y prOhOb'lea. 
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THUMB AREA REGIONAL 

COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS ADVISORY BOARD 


SERVICE AGREEMENT 

For 


TUSCOLA COUNTY COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS SERVICES 


This Service Agreement is entered into on the ]" day of October 20 17, by and between the 
Thumb Area Regiona l Community Corrections Advisory Board aJld Tuscola County. 

It is agreed berween the parties as fo llows: 

Tuscola County will provide Gatekeeper Services (125) as approved within me applicable gran! 
award approved by the Michigan Department ofCorrections -Office ofCommunity Corrections. 
All services musl be prov ided in accordance with P.A . 5 11 ( 1988). 

The County shall use the following funds to operate the aforementioned program and service 
based on the grant award for the period from October 1,20) 7 to September 30, 2018. 

Gatekeeper Services (U5) $1,884.00 

Total $1,884.00 

Tuscola County may use the funds to pay staff, contractors, suppliers and other such vendors as 
deemed appropriate to operate the above listed programs. Tuscola County agrees to fo llow all 
Sta1e guidelines, restrictions and contractual obligations placed on Community Corrections Funds 
by the State of Michi gan. In the event that the State of Michigan determines that expenditures 
were inappropriate and subjecllo reimbursement of the State, Tuscola County agrees to be 
responsible for the replacement of the disallowed expended funds. 

Tuscola COUDty agrees to provjde appropriate statistical and narrative reports on program 
performance, as determined by the Thumb Regional Community Corrections Advisory Board. 

Invoices for Tuscola County expenses must be submitted to Thumb Area Regional Community 
Corrections AdviSOry Board by the tenth day of each calendar month. Actual costs will be 
reimbursed as soon as prudently possible due to economic circumstances created by a delay in 
payments and pass through from the State up to an allocated maximum annualized amount of 
$1,884.00. 

It is understood by both parties that this program is currently funded excl usively by P.A. 5 11 

funding provided through the FY 20 18 Thumb Area CommWlity Corrections Advisory Board 

Application for Community Corrections Fuods. 


It is understood that the Michigan Office of Community Corrections funds referred to above can 
be used to match or leverage other funds for this program should such fi.mds be identified. The 
use of the funds must be cleared with all signatories prior to their use in this manner. The Thumb 
Area Regional Community COJTections Advisory Board reserves the right to re~negotiate the use 
of such funds in future years. 

Substance abuse programming and data entry activity shall be provided by List Psychologica l 
Services as outlined and not to exceed the funding levels provided in the "Thumb Area Regional 
Community Corrections Advi sory Board Service Agreement for Substance Abuse Outpatient 
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Services (G 18). DDJR -Intensive Outpatient (ZO l-Z02), Cognitive Change - Thinking Matters 
Program (CO I) and Courage to Change Program (9 16)." 

The financial , dal3., and programmatic reporting requirements of the Agreement between the Slate 
of Michigan Deparnnent of Corrections and Lapeer Count)' shall be incorporated herein. 
All services will be provided in accordance with the existing contractual agreement between 
Lapeer County and MDOC - Office of Community Corrections. 

Any of the panies of this agreement may terminate the agreement by providing \Witten 
notification to the other parties of its intent to do so thirty days prior to the actual date of 
tennination. 

The individual provisions of this agreemenl are severable. Ifany of the provisions are found 10 
be in violation of Stale law, the remaining provisions shall remain in effect. 

This agreement shall automatically tenninate on September 30, 20 J8. 

Chairperson - Board of Date WiUless Dale 
Commissioners 

Regional Coordinator Date Witness Date 
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THUMB AREA REGIONA L 

COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS ADVISORY BOARD 


SERVICE AGREEMENT 

For 

SUBSTANCE ABUSE -OUTPATIENT SERVICES (G I8) 

DDJR - INTENSIVE OUTPA TlENT (ZO I-Z02) 


THINK.JNG MATTERS PROGRAM (COl) 

COURAGE TO CHANGE PROGRAM (BI6) 


This Service Agreement is entered into on the 1 st day of October 201 7, by and between 
the Thumb Area Regional Communi ty Corrections Advisory Board and List 
Psychological Services PLC, 467 State SI. , Caro, MI 48723. 

It is agreed between the parties as follows: 

The List Psychological Services hereby refeITed to as the contractor, will provide 
treaonem programs that afe based on "evidence based practices" and focus on cognitive 
change principals and are not solely Jimited to substance abuse treatment. Treatment 
programs will begin in the j ail or in the communi ry depending on the nature of the 
sentence and if started in the jail will continue until completion in (he community, in the 
event a client is released prior to the conclusion of a trearment program. One requirement 
of the DDJRJIOP Program is that it must be a specific rreatment program targeting drunk 
drivers in an Intensive Outpatien t process. The Intensive Outpatient Program is restricted 
for funding purposes to Intennediate cell offenders and specific Straddle Cell offenders 
as outlined in the Community Correct ions Programs manual. Reimbursement for aU 
programs is limited to sentenced felony offenders unless specific approval is received. 
Program participation, however, is not restricted and is open to other offenders in the 
criminal justice system at the discretion of List Psychological Management Alternalive 
funding sources and/or offender fee based participation is permitted. 

The Contractor shall perform an intake assessment on each participant, if needed and 
maintain statistics on the programs. Failure to abide by the CCAB service agreement 
tenus may di squalify contractor from receiving payment. It is the sole di scretion of the 
TARCCAB director as to whether criteria have been met. 

Cognitive/S ubstance Abuse: 

The therapy program will be open to substance and non-substance abuse client(s) with a 
two stage component outlined below. The programs may start in the jail and could 
continue upon release. Any cl ient non-compliance will require notification to the jail 
and/or probat ion staffs. 

• 	 First Stage: Treatment shall consist of nine (9) sessions with an educational 
component. The therapy sess ions are to be conducted by a therapist from List 
Psychological Services. Each session shall last one and a half (I 'Ii) hours. 

J - 7 October 1, 20 17 (FY 2018 Contract) List Psychological Services, PLC. 



Program Description: Program contains the above elemen1S in an intensive manner 
meeting three (3) times per week for three 0) hours for five (5) weeks. Primary 
emphasis will be based on "Evidence Based Practices" that meet the mdivIdual needs of 
the participants, 1t incorporates the skills of Relapse Prevention, Anger Management, 
Journey Toward Change and Thinking for a Cbange cognitive ski lis, 

o 	 The program is limited to Intermediate cell offenders and certain Srraddle Cell 
offenders for reimbursement from this funding source, Other Straddle ceU 
offenders may participate) however, funding must come from the 
Cognitive/Substance Abuse Program source or if the client can pay through an 
alternative source. 

a 	 Program funding limit is $19,450.00. 

Thinking Matters Program: 

o 	 Program Description: Program contains the above elements In an intensive 
manner meeung mo (2) times per week for one and a half (l Y2) hours for twelve 
(l2) group sessions. Primary emphasis will be based on THINKING MATTERS 
- EXPLORING 1\11' THTNKTNG material and training provided in tile manual 
distributed by Abe French and/or the MDOC/OCC Depamnent. This is an 
"evJdence based praclice" material and is recognized by the MDOe, 

o 	 For this specific program, non~sub$tance abuse offenders determined through the 
COMPAS RisklNeeds assessment and ordered by the court would be the main 
target, however~ substance abuse users would be consldered for participation. 

o 	 Program funding limit is $8,334.00. 

Courage to Change Program: 

The Program teaches: Healthy relationships and behaviors, effective cOl11nnmication, 
conflict resolution, managing difficult feelings, accepting feedback from others, anger 
triggers, stress reductio!1, decision making skills. healtby personal relationships, nutrition 
and healthy eating, overall wellness with sleep and physical activity, basic budgeting. 

The Program will consist of 12 sessions at which time the above topicS wIll be taught, 
BiHlng v;riH be @ $30.00 per person, per session for it total of $360.00 maximum, 

Program funding limIt. S9,000.00. 

Progress and Program Completion Reporting: 

3·7 	October J, 2017 (FY 2018 Contract) List Psychological Services, PLC. 
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IOP Exi tlnterview $IOO.OO/Client Discharge Fonn 
lnvoice 

Thinking Matters $90 per group per I ;'; Certified Class Roster 
hom session Invoice 

Courage 10 Change $30 per person, per I Yl Certified Class Roster 
hour session Invoice 

lnvoices must be submined 10 the Thumb Area Regional Community Corrections 
Advisory Board by the tenth day of each calendar month. The Contractor shall maintain 
proof tbat any client services billed to the Thumb Area CCAB Programs meet the 
eligibility requirements. The Compas Risk Assessments and court documents are 
examples of support documentation for P.A. 511 client eligib ility. 

All of the activities perfonned will be in compliance with the program's description as 
outlined in the FY 2018 Thumb Area Community Corrections Advisory Board 
Application for Community Corrections Funds. 

Licensu reIAccredita tion: 
The contractor agrees to maintain appropriate and current State of Michigan licensing 
requirements for the outpatient treatment of substance abuse problems. Current 
accreditation is through the Council on Accreditation (COA). A copy will be provided to 
the Manager of the Thumb Area Regional Communi ty Corrections Advisory Board upon 
request. 

Tuscola County agrees to provide the required space in the Jail to conduct the necessary 
group therapy and education sessions. The sessions shall be scheduled w ith tbe Tuscola 
County Jail Administrator or designee. 

All parties to this agreement shall adhere to the Incarceration Reduction Policy, General 
and Specific Eligibility Requirements and Operational Procedures outlined in the FY 
2018 Thumb Area Community Corrections Advisory Board Application for Community 
Corrections Funds. 

It is understood by both parties that this program is currently funded eXClusively by P .A. 
51l funding provided through the FY 2018 Thumb Area Community Corrections 
Advisory Board Grant Award for Community Corrections Programs. Total expenditures 
for the Tuscola County Cognitive, Substance Abuse - Outpatient, the DDJR - lOP 
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The individual provisions of this agreemenl are severable. If any of the provisions are 
found to be in vio lation of State law, the remaining provisions shall remain in effece 

This agreement shall automaticalty tenninate on September 30, 2018. 

Chairperson - Board of 
Conunissioners 

Date Witness Date 

Chief Operating Officer, Date 
List Psychological Services, PLC. 

Witness Date 

Regional Coordinator ­
Thumb Regional CCAB 

Date Witness Date 
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Vouche(tl 01.17 Dale : Septembel 26, 2017 $816,024,83 

TO: COUNTY CLERK, TUSCOLA COUNTY, STATE OF MICHIGAN 

PIYse drew a Wamlnl on the Treasurer of TuSCOla County, MIchigan payable 10 rUSCOLA COUNTY 

ROAD COMMISSION lor the above .!Imounl for payml)nl 01 blils as listed hereon. 

Elo:p. Voo NO. Payable To 

Primary Road Millage 
2016 Balance 

The above ac:oovnl$ have been ca<efully checked and aVdited and yoo are h6reby 

directed to Oraw 'I0Vl warrant upon the COLXlty Treasurer lor the above amouot, 

payable from the COI,.ln!y Road fund. 

$816,024.83 

It is hereby ceI1it.ed that the above 

accounts are true alld correct. and 

Ul8t no p"rt of same has been paid. 

ROAD COMMISSIONERS 

http:ceI1it.ed
http:816,024.83


•• 

Primary Roads Millage Fund Balance 
01/01/ 20161012/ 31/2016 

Job Number Amount Collected Fed/State Aid Balance 

308 
332 
350 
386 
439 
445 
449 
451 
468 
469 
525 
529 
540 
574 
580 
615 

$15,097.63 
377,570.75 

6,597.42 
266,183.27 

3,695.85 
2,079.86 

431.94 
140.73 

76,486.17 

1,414,061.19 
1,600.00 

41,284.11 

103,138.73 
381,406.68 
91,044.51 

$1,179.81 
369,782.09 

1,222.11 

111.32 
32,1 47.45 
65,517.55 

550.00 
21,399.55 
98,183.12 
18,760.44 
47,440.32 

2,201.27 

$2,191.92 $11,725.90 
7,788.66 

4,569.01 806.30 
266,183.27 

238.99 3,456.86 
292.19 1,787.67 

431.94 
29.41 

44,338.72 

1,076,805.46 271,738.18 
1,050.00 

19,884.56 
4,955.61 

222,172.00 140,474.24 
43,604.19 
(2,201.27) 

Totals 

Voucher #01 
Voucher 1102 See Bridge 
Voucher #03 
Voucher #04 See Bridge 

$2,780,818.84 $658,495.03 $1,306,298.98 $816,024.83 

11/08/2016 

12/ 21/ 2016 

$584,134.35 

74,360.68 

$658,495.03 

http:2,201.27
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Voucher#Q1-17 Date: September 26, 2017 $232,616,03 

TO; COUNTY CLERK, TUSCOLA COUNTY, STATE OF MICHIGAN 

Please draw a warrant on the Treasurer 01 Tuscola County, MichiOan payable 10 TUSCOLA COUNTY 

ROAD COMMISSION for the above amount, for payment of bills as listed hereon. 

Exp You. No. Payable To 

Local Bridge Millage 

2016 Balance 

The above accounts have been carefully checked and audited and you are hereby 

lirecled to draw your warrant upon the Count)' Treasurer for the aoove amount. 

payable from the COl.!llly Road fund. 

Amount 

$232,616.03 

II is hereby certified that the above 

a=unts are true and correct, and 

tha! 00 part of same has been paid. 

ROAD COMMISSIONERS 

http:232,616.03


Local Bridge Millage Fund Balance 
01/0l/2016 to 11/31/2015 

Collected 

2013 $ 5,385,00 $ 5,38';.CO $ 
2047 400,00 40(loo 

2058 5,0$6,59 61254 772,69 3,7Q1.36 

2107 1,618.90 1,019,72 

2133 5,87753 61254 890,09 4,374.90 

2134 6,11200 612,54 9OL83 4,597Jj3 

2222 18,663.63 14,i20,CO 4,543.63 

2226 725,318.92 122,021,70 557,202.66 2,000,00 34.094,56 

2228 1,268,662.39 117,270.46 1,088,$12.13 2,000,00 60,S7!UI0 

2261 13,316.45 12,~22,OO 894AS 

2279 2,4S(UB 1,966,18 3B9.50 102.50 
2328 3,657,64 612.54 578.69 2,466.41 
2362 286,665,05 285,556.49 2,{lCOJ10 (89L44) 

2364 40,706.81 22,76634 2,000.00 15,$4(!A7 

2365 232,72 232.72 
2372 135,235.19 60,567.51 74,667,68 
2374 13,9S{tOO 13,950,00 

2375 1,000.00 1,000.00 
2376 37,157.26 17,793,8~ 2,.COO.OO 17,363.45 
2378 5,083.93 612.54 766.94 3,704.4= 
237S 4,935,68 612.54 7S:;L90 ';,569,24 
2380 1,000,00 1,600.00 

2382 5,99iU4 4,643)54 

Totals 5685,13£L37 $1,656,703.47 $14,664.14 $232,61$,03 

VO~jcher #01 (::'Of 2015) 10/17/2016 
Voucher #02 11/08/2016 
Voucher #03 (5e~ Road) 

Voucher tt04 12/29/2016_-;3;::,6",.-0;:''"0'::,77,,. 
$665,13337 
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September 7, 2017 

A regular meeting of the Board was held in their offices at 1733 S. Mertz Rd., Caro, Michigan on Thursday, 
September 7, 2017 at 8:00 A.M. 

Present: Road Com.m.issioners John Laurie, Gary Parsell, Mike Zwerk, Julie Matuszak, and Pat Sheridan; 
COtu1ty Highway Engineer Michele Zawerucha, SuperintendenUManager Jay Tuckey, Director of FinancelSecretary­
CJerk Michael Tuckey. 

Also presen!: County Conunissioner Thomas Young. 

Motion by Parsell seconded by Matuszak that the minutes of the August 24, 2017 regular meeting of the 

Board be approved. Sheridan, Matuszak, Zwerk, Parse ll, Laurie --- Carried. 


Payroll in the amOWlI 0[$] 01 ,497.21 and biJls in the amouot 0[ $822,302.27 covered by vouchers # 17-46 and 
#17-47 were presented an<;l audited. 

Motion by Zwerk seconded by Matuszak that the payroll and bills be approved . Sheridan, Matuszak, Zwerk, 
Parsell, Laurie --- Carried. 

Brief Public Comment Segment: 
(1) County Commissioner Thomas Young reported to the Board that NextEra Energy Resources has 

withdrawn their tax appeal with the Michigan Tax Tribunal for the Tuscola·Bay I Wind Turbine Project. 

Management and the Board further discussed a letter received from Tuscola County Central Dispatch 
regarding the Road Commission's emergency contact protocol. Management reported to the Board that the Tuscola 
County Road Commission's emergency contact protocol is very similar to the surrounding County Road 
Commissions regarding their communication with Central Dispatch. After further discussion, the Tuscola County 
Road Commission will continue its current emergency contact protocol, and that Management will confinn the 
appropriate contact phone numbers with Tuscola County Central Dispatch. 

Management and the Board further discussed the issue of dead trees collecting at county bridges along the 
Cass River. Management discussed with the Board a couple of options for removing the dead trees, and will continue 
to review other available options and report back to lhe Board. 

Motion by Sheridan seconded by Parsell granting Kenneth Sebert a Medical Leave of Absence through 
October 8, 2017, all in accordance with the Union Agreement. Sheridan, Matuszak, Zwerk, Parsell , Laurie --­
Carried. 

Motion by Zwerk seconded by Matuszak that the agreement between L. Walther & Sons, lnc. and the Tuscola 
County Road Corrunission allowing Designated and Special Designated All-Season loads on Wilsie Road from its 
west end easterly to Cemetery Road be extended for two (2) years with the conditions specified in the agreement. 
Sheridan, Matuszak, Zwerk, Parsell, Laurie --- Carried. 

Motion by Parsell seconded by Matuszak that the quotes for the Federal Aid Bridge Design of the VanBuren 
Road Bridge over the Sheboygan Drain be accepted and awarded to OHM Advisors . Sheridan, Matuszak, Zwerk, 
Parsell, Laurie --- Carried. 

At 8:30 A.M. the following bids were opened for the Livingston Brine Well Liner Installation: 

http:0[$822,302.27
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Project 


Bidder 
 Total 

N.A.L. Services, Inc. $ 18,865.88 

Motion by Parsell seconded by Sheridan that the bid for the Livingston Brine Well Liner Installation be 
accepted, reviewed by Management, and tabled until the next regular meeting of the Board. Sheridan, Matuszak, 
Zwerk, Parsell, Laurie p-- Carried. 

Motion by Parsell seconded by Sheridan to approve the request from the Watertown Township Board that the 
Tuscola County Road Commission will provide the funding for the replacement of the storm sewer under Garfield 
Road from Catch Basin 7 to Catch Basin 4, as well as the section from Catch Basin 4 east to the buried catch basin in 
the main line west ofCatcb Basin 5; all 'Nithin the Village of Fostoria. Sheridan, Matuszak, Zwerk, Parsell, Laurie --~ 
Carried. 

At 8:45 A.M. the following bids were opened for the Grade, Base, and Drainage Project on Cass City Road 
between GrafRoad and French Road in Columbia Township: 

Project 

Bidder Total 


Kappen Excavating, LLC $ 209,815.80 

Nicol and Sons, Inc. 217,284.75 

Gentner Excavating, LLC 245,786.50 

BP Contracting 253,111.00 

Kalin Construction Co., Inc. 267,083.15 

Marlette Excavating Company 270,834.00 


Motion by Zwerk seconded by Matuszak that the bids for the Grade, Base, and Drainage Project on Cass City 
Road between GrafRoad and French Road in Columbia Township be accepted, awarded to the low bidder Kappen 
Excavating, and forward the results to the Columbia Township Board for their approval. Sheridan, Matuszak, Zwerk, 
Parsell, Laurie --- Carried. 

Motion by Sheridan seconded by Parsell that the Aonual Actuarial Valuation Reports from the M.E.R.S. of 
Michigan pension plan and the Massachusetts Mutual pension plan be received, and that representatives from the 
respective plans attend a board meeting in October to further discuss the reports. Sheridan, Matuszak. Zwerk, Parsell, 
Laurie --- Carried. 

Management and the Board discussed the Chip Seal projects completed by Faluner Asphalt Sealers this 
season. 

At 9:25 A.M. Secretary/Clerk Michael Tuckey was excused from the meeting. 

Management and the Board discussed the Road Commlssion's brine wells and its brine operations. 
Management will further review the Road Commission's brine well operations and discuss at the next regular meeting 
of the Board. 

Motion by Parsell seconded by Matuszak that the meeting be adjourned at 9:35 A.M. Sheridan, Matuszak, 
Zwerk, Parsell, Laurie --- Carried. 

Cbainnan 

http:270,834.00
http:267,083.15
http:253,111.00
http:245,786.50
http:217,284.75
http:209,815.80
http:18,865.88


Secretary-Clerk of the Board 
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STATE REPRESENTATIVE 

September 20, 20 I 7 

Tuscola County Board of Commissioners 
125 W. lincoln St. , Suile 500 
Caro, MI 48723 

Dear Conunissioners, 

Thank you for contacting me to express your opposition to amending the Property Tax Act and 
your support of amending the Emergency Telephone Services Enabling Act. 1 greatly appreciate 
you taking the time to share your opinions mlh my office. 

Senate Bill 386 was introduced by Senator Judy Emmons on May 18,20 17. As you may know, 
thi s legislation would allow an individual claiming to have an interest in property foreclosed due 
to unpaid taxes to seek to invalidate the foreclosure on certain grounds. It would also require, as 
opposed to allow, a governmental unit to cancel a foreclosure under certain circumstances 
including if the property was not subject to taxation or ta.-'{es had been paid. Both changes would 
only be applicable if the property had not been transferred to a person other than the governmental 
unit. The bill was passed by the Senate wi th 28 in favor, 8 opposed, and 1 excused 00 July 12, 
2017, and is current.ly before the House Committee on Tax Policy for further review. 

The bill was wrinen in react ion to a rare case invo lving Lhe possible violation of an individual 's 
property rights. The property's foreclosure, and the indi vidual 's subsequent loss of lheir home, 
resulted from the non-payment of taxes that should not have been owed. However, increasing the 
burden on local govenunents and lengthening a costly litigation process may be more detrimental 
to taxpayers in the long run. I will be sure to closely examine this legislation and keep your 
comments in mind should Senate Bill 386 come to a vote in the House o f Representatives. 

Senate Bill 400 and House Bi ll 4651 were introduced by Senator Rick Jones and Representative 
Jason Sheppard earlier this year. The bills would reduce the population requirement for a regional 
911 service district from 1.8 million to 1,650,000 people and increase the state cbarge for 9 11 
service from 19 cents to 25 cents. It would also allow a cowlIy Board of Conunissions to increase 
the service charge from 42 cents per month to 55 cents per month and revise how the money is 
distributed to communities and the state. 1l1e bills are respectively before the House Committee 
on Communications and Technology and the Senate Committee on Energy and Technology, but 
have not been subject to a hearing. 

http:current.ly


It is vital thai first responders are able to quickly and accurately locate distressed callers during an 
emergency. With wireless calls constituiing more than 80 percent of calls to 911 operators, a 
modern system is required to replace outdated copper llnes. 1 appreciate your detailed resolution 
and will consider the Board of Commissioner's support should either Senate: Bill 400 or House 
Bill 4651 come 10 a vote. 

Thank you again for reaching out to me to express your thoughts on these jmportam issues, If I 
can be of any assistanCE\ or you have further questions regarding siaLe government, please do not 
hesitate to contact my office at (S 17) :\ 73-0476 or email BdwardCanlieklq:,hotlse.mi.gov. 

Sincerely, 

!JUn~!(_A-' a~vUt 
State RepresentatJ e 
84th House District 

http:BdwardCanlieklq:,hotlse.mi.gov


Senate Bill 386, sponsored by Sen. Judy Emmons (R-Montclam) would allow the invalidation of 
a foreclosure in certain instances. 

Under the bill, opposed by MAC, the ability to vacate a foreclosure where a county would still 
have possession of property would be expanded to include instances that are covered under 
Michigan Court Rule 2.612 and would be retroactive to Jan. 1, 2015. This rule allows a court to 
relieve a person from judgements for grounds such as a mistake, fraud or new evidence. 
Additionally, the rule provides a catch-all provision that allows the consideration of any other 
reason justifying relief. This could potentially have far-reaching effects across for many tax­
collecting units and create both title issues and funding issues for the delinquent tax revolving 
fund. 

The bill quickly passed the Michigan Senate, but has not seen action in the Michigan House. 
MAC encourages counties that have not already done so to convey to their lawmakers the 
impact that this retroactive change could have. A sample resolution may be found here. 

For more information on this issue, contact Deena Bosworth, bosworth@micounties.orq or 517­
372-5374 

mailto:bosworth@micounties.orq
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Tuscola County Health Department 

Board of Commissioners Monthly Report for Sept 15,2017 


Ann Hepfer RN, B.S Health Officar 


Outcomes for the Moott!. 

1. 	Veterans Affairs: Advertising is underway to fill two vacancies on the 

Veteran's Committee. 


2. 	 Dental Update: We are in the exploratory first phase of bringing a public 
dental clinic into the county. This clinic would service the indigent and Medicaid 
populations for all ages. There is a lot to consider in regards to meeting the 
Inter-Governmental Transfer (Medicaid match), and the public health 
requirements. Working with Kim Singh from Michigan Community Dental Center 
to set-up a site visit at the Howell Dental Clinic. The Howell Dental Clinic would 
closely resemble a Tuscola Clinic. 

3. 	 Flu Qlnics: Flu Clinics are scheduled and available 5 days a week. We accept all 
insurances, and also have Senior Mileage to pay for seniors who have no means 
of paying for the vaIXination. 

4. 	 lkuq Tjlsk Force : Next Meeting scheduled for October 19'" from 8:30-10:30 at 
the White Pine Room In the Medical care Facility Business Annex. 





No.2017·196 

BAY COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 


SEPTEMBER 12, 2017 


RESOLUTION 


BY, WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE (915/17) 
WHEREAS, The State of Michigan is required by MCL 330.1116 " ... t o promote and maintain an adequate and 

appropriate system of community mental health services programs" and "shift primary responsibility (or 
the direct delivery of publk mental health servi ces from the sta te [0 a community mental health services 
program.."; and 

WHEREAS, The State of Michigan is required by MCl 330.1202 to "financially Support, in accordance witl1 chapter 3, 
community mental health service s programs that have been established and that are administered 
according to the provisions of chis chilpter."; and 

WHEREAS, The Bay County Board or Commissioners and Ar4~nac County Board or Commissioners established, by 
enabling resolutions on June 19,2001 and June 12,2001 respectively, Say Are nac Behavioral Health, a 
community mental health authority as provided for in MCL 330,1,210; and 

WHEREAS, Bay Are nac Behavioral Health Is required by MCL330.1206 and 330. I 208 to provide acomprchensive array 
of services and supports to residents of Bay and Arenac Counties with the most severe form~ of mental 
illness, development:lI disabilities, and serious emotional distul'bances j and 

WHEREAS, Bay Arenac Behavioral Health is required by MCl 330.1222 to have a governing board of directo r 's 
repres entative orthe local community and inclusive of persons and families receiving pubHc mental health 
services; and 

WHEREAS, The State of Michigan is considering Physical and Behavioral Integration poli cy objectives that may transfer 
the responsibility for the direct delivery of public mental health services to private interests with no 
accountabili ty to the community mental health service programs; and 

WHEREAS, The State of Michigan is considering Physical and Behavioral Integration pOlicy objectives that may transfe r 
98%ofpublic mental health funding to private interests with no accountabiJityto the Bay or Aronac County 
Boards of Commissioners; and 

WHEREAS, The State of Michigan is considering Physical and Behavioral Health Integration policy objectives that may 
transfer current governmental functions In the management of public mental health services to private 
interests thereby severing the immunity protections afforded to community mental health services 
programs as governmental entities; and 

WHEREAS, The State of Michigan i$ considering Physical and Behavioral Health Integration policy objectives that may 
abrogato the consumer and community-based re presentation requirements for management of public 
mental health services for the residents of Bay and Arenac Counties; Therefore, Be It 

RESOLYEO, That the Bay County Board ofCommi$sioners urges the State of Michigan to give due. considel"ation to the 
relevant state laws cited above in the development of any Physical an d Behavioral Health Integration policy 
changes and preserve the community mencal health service programs that have been duly established by 
county governments. 

MICHAEL E. LUTZ, CHAIR 
AND COMMITTEE 

RESOLUTION SPONSORED BY COMMISSIONER ERNIE KRYGIER, 2ND DiSTRICT AND 
COMMISSIONER TOM RYDER, 6 TH DISTRICT COMMISSIONER 
BABHA· Physical & Behavioral Health Integration POlicy Changes 
MOV~DBYCONM •• __JJJILrTCZC-_______ 

$ Ul'I'ORT!!D BY COMH KRYGI 

COMHISSION~II 
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